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REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1. AGENDA SUBJECT 

Consider approving Resolution No. 21-019 authorizing unclaimed items from Police Evidence be put 
to a public interest use, sold, and the proceeds put to a public interest use, or destroyed. 
 

2. PURPOSE FOR COUNCIL TIME   
To receive authorization to dispose of the property on the attached list and put it, or the proceeds 
from the sale of such property to the public interest, uses of law enforcement, or the General Fund 
as the City Administrator or the Mayor deem appropriate. 
 
To receive authorization to destroy any property on the attached list that is unfit for a public 
interest use or for sale.   
 

3. SUMMARY 
In the course of regular business, the Police Department takes custody of property that may be 
needed as evidence. When any such property is no longer needed for evidence, reasonable 
attempts are made to return it to the owner. If property that is no longer needed as evidence is 
unclaimed after proper notice and reasonable attempts to contact the owner or cannot 
otherwise be returned, state law authorizes the City Council to put the property to a public 
interest use, sell the property and put the proceeds to a public interest use, or destroy the 
property. Such approval is being sought for the items on the attached list. 
 

4. TIME SENSITIVITY / URGENCY 
As soon as possible, there are limited times throughout the year auctions for this type of property 
occur.  
 

5. BUDGET IMPACT 
No cost to the City is apparent. To the contrary, property no longer needed as evidence or proceeds 
from its sale, will be put to a public interest use in support of law enforcement or the General Fund. 
 

Presenter:  Lt. James Bigelow 

Department:  Police Department 

Meeting Date Requested:  5/12/2021 

Action Requested:  ☐Provide Information    ☐Request Feedback      ☒Decision      ☐Other:        

 Time Requested:  Presentation Time: 2 minutes    Council Discussion 5 minutes    

Approval Signatures 

Submitter:        Dept. Head:       

Reviewed as to Form:       Executive:       

Council Office:        Council Committee:      

Date Final Action Required:  5/12/2021 

Meeting Type:  ☐Work Session     ☐Public Hearing      ☐Business Item      ☒Other:  Consent 

James Bigelow (Apr 28, 2021 17:33 MDT)

David Quealy (Apr 29, 2021 10:35 MDT)

N/A
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6. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
The Police Department recommends approval of Resolution No. 21-019 authorizing property no 
longer needed as evidence to be put to a public interest use, sold, and the proceeds of the sale put 
to a public interest use, or destroyed if the property cannot be put to a public interest use or sold.  
 

7. PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION (if applicable) 
N/A 
 

8. MOTION RECOMMENDED 
I move the Council adopts Resolution No. 21-019 authorizing the disposal of property on the 
attached list and put it, or the proceeds from the sale of such property to the public interest, uses of 
law enforcement, or the General Fund as the City Administrator or the Mayor deem appropriate. To 
receive authorization to destroy any property on the attached list that is unfit for a public interest 
use or sale. 
 

9. MAYOR RECOMMENDATION (if applicable) 
 
 

10. PACKET ATTACHMENT(S) 
Resolution No. 21-019 
List of property no longer needed as evidence.  

 
11. OTHER INFORMATION (if applicable) 

When property that is no longer needed as evidence is unclaimed despite proper efforts to locate the 

rightful owner, the police agency, with the permission of its legislative body, may “(i) apply the 

property to a public interest use; (ii) sell the property at a public auction and apply the proceeds of 

the sale to a public interest use; or (iii) destroy the property if the property is unfit for a public interest 

use or for sale.”  Utah Code § 24-3-103(6).  If the item of unneeded evidence is a firearm, there are 

additional requirements regarding who the agency may sell the firearm to.  See Utah Code § 24-3-

103.5.  A “public interest use” means “(a) use by a government agency as determined by the legislative 

body of the agency’s jurisdiction; or (b) donation of the property to a nonprofit charity registered with 

the state.”  Utah Code § 24-1-102(21).  

The attached resolution is requesting the City Council: (i) authorize the Police Chief in consultation 
with the Mayor or Chief Administrative Officer to: (i) put the items of property no longer needed as 
evidence or the proceeds from their sale to public interest uses in furtherance of West Jordan law 
enforcement or the general fund as they deem appropriate; and (ii) destroy any property that is 
unfit for a public interest use or for sale as they deem appropriate.    
 

 

 



THE CITY OF WEST JORDAN, UTAH 1 
A municipal corporation 2 

 3 

RESOLUTION NO. 21-019 4 

 5 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE POLICE CHIEF AND MAYOR OR 6 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR TO PUT UNCLAIMED PROPERTY NO LONGER 7 

NEEDED AS EVIDENCE TO A PUBLIC INTEREST USE 8 

 9 

WHEREAS, in the regular course of business, the West Jordan Police Department takes custody 10 

of property that may be needed as evidence in a criminal proceeding; and  11 
 12 
WHEREAS, City Code § 3-1-19(B)(2) and Utah Code § 24-3-103 authorize the City of West 13 

Jordan (“City”) to dispose of property being held as possible evidence for a criminal proceeding once it 14 
is no longer needed as evidence by putting it to a public interest use, putting the proceeds of its sale to a 15 

public interest use, or destroying the property if it is unsuitable for a public interest use or sale;  16 
 17 

WHEREAS, City Code § 3-1-19(B)(2) and Utah Code § 24-3-103 require the City to exercise 18 

due diligence in attempting to notify the rightful owner of the property that it is available to be returned 19 
before disposing of it; and  20 

 21 

WHEREAS, the West Jordan Police Department is currently in possession of property that was 22 
originally held as evidence, but is no longer needed as evidence; and 23 

 24 
WHEREAS, a list of the property that was originally held as evidence, but is no longer needed as 25 

evidence is attached to this Resolution as Exhibit A (“Property No Longer Needed as Evidence”); and   26 

 27 

WHEREAS, the West Jordan Police Department made reasonable and diligent efforts as required 28 

by law to notify the owners of the Property No Longer Needed as Evidence that it is available to be 29 
returned, including publishing notice in newspapers of general circulation; and 30 

 31 
WHEREAS, despite the City’s reasonable and diligent efforts the Property No Longer Needed as 32 

Evidence remains unclaimed.  33 

 34 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF WEST JORDAN, UTAH 35 
THAT: 36 

 37 

Section 1.  The City Council authorizes the Police Chief in consultation with the Mayor or 38 
City Administrator to put the Property No Longer Needed as Evidence, or the 39 
proceeds from the sale of such property, to the public interest uses of law 40 

enforcement support or the General Fund as they deem appropriate.  41 
 42 

Section 2.  The City Council authorizes the Police Chief in consultation with the Mayor or 43 
City Administrator to destroy any Property No Longer Needed as Evidence that is 44 

unfit for a public interest use or for sale as they deem appropriate. 45 
 46 

Section 3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage.   47 

 48 
 49 
 50 

(Continued on the following page) 51 
 52 



Approved by the City Council of West Jordan, Utah, this 28th day of April 2021. 53 

 54 
      CITY OF WEST JORDAN 55 

 56 
By: ________________________________ 57 

           Zach Jacob 58 
       Council Chair 59 

ATTEST:       60 
 61 
_______________________________ 62 

Cindy M. Quick, MMC 63 

Council Office Clerk 64 

 65 

 66 

Voting by the City Council                                             "YES"          "NO" 67 

Council Chair Zach Jacob                          ☐  ☐ 68 

Council Vice Chair Kelvin Green            ☐  ☐ 69 

Council Member Chad R. Lamb                         ☐  ☐ 70 

Council Member Christopher McConnehey                         ☐  ☐ 71 

Council Member David Pack                                    ☐  ☐ 72 

Council Member Kayleen Whitelock                ☐  ☐ 73 

Council Member Melissa Worthen                         ☐  ☐ 74 

 75 

 76 

  77 



 78 

EXHIBIT A 79 

To Resolution 21-019 80 

 81 

 82 

 83 
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