
MINUTES OF THE CITY OF WEST JORDAN  

CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

JOINT WORK SESSION 

 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020 

5:30 p.m. 

Based from City Hall, 8000 South Redwood Road, West Jordan, Utah 84088 

With participants attending electronically via Zoom, and streamed on the 

West Jordan YouTube channel due to the COVID-19 outbreak 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 

COUNCIL: Chris McConnehey, Chair; Kelvin Green, Vice-Chair; Zach Jacob (joined 

at 5:52 p.m.), Chad Lamb (joined at 5:33 p.m. and was excused at 7:31 

p.m.), David Pack, Kayleen Whitelock, and Melissa Worthen 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION:  Ammon Allen, Bob Bedont, Corbin England, Trish Hatch 

(excused at 8:06 p.m.), Matt Quinney, Kent, Shelton (joined at 5:45 p.m.), 

and Jay Thomas. 

 

STAFF: Alan R. Anderson, Deputy Council Office Director; Brian Clegg, Public 

Works Director; Korban Lee, CAO; Dirk Burton, Mayor; Michael Oliver, 

IT; Rachel MacKay, IT; Robert Allred, IT Director; Scott Langford, 

Development Services Director; Tangee Sloan, Deputy City Recorder; 

Larry Gardner, City Planner; Robert Wall, City Attorney; Duncan Murray, 

Assistant City Attorney; David Murphy, Capital Projects; Paul Coates, 

Economic Development; Tim Heyrend, Public Works 

 

PUBLIC: Bryon Price, Ivory Development; Chris Gamvroulas, Ivory Development; 

Richard Hoodman 

 

CALL TO ORDER   

Chair McConnehey called the work session to order at 5:32 p.m.   

 

MOTION TO ALLOW PARTICIPATION 1-13-1 

Councilmember Green moved to approve electronic participation in the meeting by 

the Mayor, Staff, members of the Planning Commission, those listed on the agenda, 

and any individuals called upon by the Council Chair. Chair McConnehey seconded 

the motion, which passed by unanimous vote (5-0). Councilmembers Jacob and 

Lamb joined the meeting after the vote. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge was led by Alan Anderson. 

 

JOINT WORKSHOP 

a. WEST FOOTHILL ZONE 

Scott Langford explained that the West Foothill Zone was drafted by Staff and Ivory 

Development, discussed and forwarded by the Planning Commission to the City Council 
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with a positive recommendation, and sent back to the Planning Commission by the City 

Council with concerns. Matt Quinney, Planning Commission Chair, asked the Council for 

feedback regarding their concerns. 

 

Councilmember Green said he had serious concerns about the proposed density for the 

west side of the City, which he said was 2.5 to 3 times higher than the density in New 

York City. He said he did not believe the proposed density was appropriate for West 

Jordan City. 

 

Larry Gardner stated the purpose of the West Foothill Zone was to create more of a 

manufacturing area than the industrial area to the east, with a residential component that 

would align with the State’s desire for affordable workforce housing. No more than 10% 

of the West Foothill Zone would be multi-family housing, with a density of 30-60 units 

per acre, and similar amenity requirements to those in the Planned Community Zone. Mr. 

Gardner posed the following questions: 

 

• What reasonable language could be added to the draft ordinance to ensure 

residential was not built first? 

• Were there merits to a zone of this type? 

• What residential density was acceptable? 

• Would it be beneficial to identify general locations, within the overall 565 acres 

park, where residential and commercial could be built? 

 

Councilmember Worthen said she would prefer to not see a residential component in the 

subject area. Councilmember Whitelock said she also was not in favor of a residential 

component. 

 

Chair McConnehey said he would like to see the subject area used to complement the 

City’s already significant residential, and said he envisioned something similar to the 

research park near the University of Utah on the east side of the Valley. 

  

Chair Quinney suggested reducing the percentage of multi-family housing allowed, but 

stated he did not believe it made sense to prohibit housing in the area. He suggested the 

right type of housing could benefit those working in the area. 

 

Councilmember Green responded that interchange areas were designated as the 

appropriate locations for higher density housing in the City. He said he believed it would 

be irresponsible to approve extremely high density at the subject location, especially 

given recent experiences with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Councilmember Worthen agreed with Councilmember Green, and said she agreed with 

the research park suggestion. Councilmember Lamb pointed out that the area was already 

zoned for a research park. Councilmember Whitelock said she felt there was a lot of 

housing available in the area, and emphasized that without a balance between residential 

and other uses, residents would bear the property tax burden. Councilmember Green 
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expressed concern with parking issues, lack of open space, lack of public transportation, 

and lack of amenities to support the proposed density. 

 

Commissioner Hatch said she understood there was a shortage of affordable housing 

along the Wasatch Front, and said she would like to know the occupancy rate along 5600 

South and other areas currently being developed. She asked the Council what their 

threshold was for residential in the subject area.  

 

Councilmember Worthen said she would prefer no residential in the subject area. 

Councilmember Jacob said he would approve something like Knudsen’s Corner in 

Holladay, an office/research park with one apartment complex of maybe 20 units per 

acre. 

 

b. ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS 

Scott Langford gave a presentation about accessory dwelling units (ADUs). He explained 

that in West Jordan, Accessory Living Quarters (ALQs) were conditionally permitted in 

the Rural Residential (RR), Residential Estate (RE), and Agricultural (A) Zones.  

 

Accessory Living Quarters: An area detached from the principal dwelling unit 

provided for guests, relatives or domestic employees of the occupants of the principal 

dwelling, which may include cooking, sleeping and sanitary facilities, and which is 

not leased or rented, except to family members related by blood, marriage or 

adoption. The term shall not include “apartment” or “dwelling unit”. 

 

Accessory Dwelling Unit: A complete secondary residential unit that can be added to 

a single-family residential lot. ADUs can be attached to or part of the primary 

residence, or be detached as a separate building in a backyard or a garage conversion. 

An ADU provides completely separate living space including a kitchen, bathroom, 

and its own entryway. 

 

The Council and Planning Commission electronically responded to questions asked by 

Mr. Langford. A majority responded in favor of: 

 

• allowing ADUs in all zones that permit single-family homes (if certain conditions 

are met); 

• limiting ADUs to one accessory living quarter per principal dwelling unit; 

• requiring that all properties with an ADU record a deed restriction on the property 

indicating the restricted uses and conditions of the ADU;  

• requiring an affidavit from the property owner(s) stating the ADU will comply 

with all of the restrictions and conditions associated with the ADU; 

• permitting home occupation/business in ADUs; 

• setbacks specifically developed for ADUs; 

• basing the number of required off-street parking stalls on the number of bedrooms 

in the ADU;  

• requiring that ADUs have a permanent foundation; and 

• requiring ADUs to be part of the Good Landlord program. 
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A majority responded against: 

 

• limiting ADUs to lots that are 40,000 square feet or larger (current ALQ code); 

• requiring adjoining property owner(s) consent for ADU approval; 

• restricting size of ADU compared to the gross floor area of the principal dwelling 

unit; and 

• only permitting ADUs in conjunction with new developments, as part of approved 

master plans such as in PC or PRD Zones. 

 

Responses were closely split regarding: 

 

• whether or not a property owner should be required to live on site (either in the 

principal dwelling or accessory dwelling); 

• whether or not ADUs should be allowed in front, side and corner side yards; 

• whether or not detached ADUs should be required to be architecturally 

compatible/complementary with the principal dwelling; 

• placement of required ADU off-street parking, and whether or not off-street 

parking requirements should be reduced or waived if ADU is within ¼ mile of 

TRAX station; and 

• whether or not ADUs should have a separate utility meter and address. 

 

Concerns were expressed regarding: parking; upkeep/maintenance of property; potential 

strain on existing infrastructure; and potential changes to the nature of established single-

family neighborhoods. Councilmember Jacob argued in favor of improving City code and 

code enforcement to address individual concerns, many of which exist independent of 

ADUs. Mayor Burton commented on the need to address licensing and enforcement. 

 

c. MODERATE INCOME HOUSING PLAN 

This item will be included on a future work session agenda. 

 

REMARKS 

No remarks were made. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Whitelock moved to adjourn the work session at 8:22 p.m. 

Councilmember Green seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote (6-0). 

 
I, Alan Anderson, Interim Council Office Director of West Jordan City, hereby certify that the 
foregoing minutes represent an overview of what occurred at the meeting held on April 1, 
2020. This document constitutes the official minutes for the West Jordan City Council Meeting. 
  
Alan R. Anderson, MPA, IOM  
Interim Council Office Director 
 

Approved this 27th day of May 2020 


