
DECEMBER 2018

GET INVOLVED & HELP STRENGTHEN YOUR COMMUNITY

Several West Jordan City Committees have openings. If you have a little time 
and a desire to make a difference – we need you! 

•  Events Committee   •  Sustainability Committee
•  Healthy West Jordan Committee •  Western Stampede Committee
•  Parks & Open Lands    •  South Valley Regional Airport Board 

For more information, contact Heather Everett at Heather.Everett@WestJordan.
Utah.gov or visit the city website committee volunteer page at WestJordan.Utah.
gov/committees.

Did you know that every 
day you have the ability to 
positively affect your com-
munity? It is quite simple 
really. So simple that most of 
us don’t even know we are 
doing (or, not doing) it. Three 
words – SHOP WEST JORDAN.

What happens when we, 
as consumers, purchase our 
goods and services locally? 
Well, first, we are contribut-
ing to the sales tax revenue 
of our city … those sales tax revenue dollars provide substantial funding for 
things we expect in our community. Like what, you ask? Sales tax revenue 
can positively affect our police force, our fire department, our local parks and 
public utilities.

By buying local we are also keeping businesses here in our city, which 
means that those businesses will need employees and those employees will 
need housing and those employees will shop and reinvest in our community. 
Do you see where this is going? We, as residents of the City of West Jordan, 
hold the power to effect change. It’s that simple!

The holiday season is a time of giving, and we have so 
many great examples of giving within West Jordan. Vol-
unteers who devote time and resources to serving others 
accomplish amazing things and make our City special. Here 
are just a few examples:

VETERANS DAY SURVIVAL BRACELETS – On Nov. 10 in 
honor of Veterans Day, volunteers of all ages gathered at 
City Hall. They made over 600 survival bracelets for troops serving overseas, wrote 
‘Thank You’ cards and created greeting cards to donate to Operation Gratitude. 
Thank you to all who participated, especially parents who brought their children 
and exemplified to the next generation the respect and gratitude our service wom-
en and men certainly deserve.

COMCAST CARES DAY – Comcast recently presented the City a check for $10,915 in 
matching funds for the 597 volunteers who pulled on their work gloves and came out 
to help with city beautification projects at last spring’s Comcast Cares/I Love West Jor-
dan Day. Every year, the response among residents is fantastic. I love working alongside 
so many of you, planting trees and giving our City a good spring cleaning. Thank you! 
Please join us for the next Comcast Cares Day May 4, 2019. Check WestJordan.Utah.Gov 
for more details as we get closer to that date.

CITY COMMITTEES – West Jordan has several permanent committees staffed by 
residents who regularly give of themselves to help create community programs and 
events or advise Council regarding important issues. Thank you for all you do! From the 
Western Stampede Rodeo to parks planning, our committee volunteers enrich the lives 
of everyone within our community. 

WILD WEST JORDAN PLAYGROUND – Back in 2005, I had the honor of working 
closely with the incredible volunteers who brought to life the Wild West Jordan Play-
ground. This project is the ideal example of what can be accomplished when people of 
vision and a willingness to serve come together in common purpose. Over the course 
of just one year, these volunteers enlisted the support of residents and local business-
es, raised over $400,000, oversaw the community-led design, and implemented the 
10-day volunteer build of a playground that, at the time, was the largest in the state. 
The result was a beloved community feature that topped many state lists for places to 
visit and provided countless hours of unique play for our children for almost 14 years.

As you probably know, the Wild West Jordan Playground was removed in mid-No-
vember and will be replaced with a new playground this spring. For more information 
on the playground’s history, the decision to remove it and the future playground, 
please see the Coming Spring 2019 article on the next page.

I appreciate those who give back so generously to make West Jordan a great place 
to live! As we head into the holiday season, take a look around you and see if there is 
something you can do to brighten someone’s day. It doesn’t have to be monumental 
like the Wild West Jordan Playground. Often it’s the little things that make a difference 
– even if it’s as simple as sharing a smile. 

Jim Riding, Mayor

Call for Volunteers
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ALL-ABILITIES WILD WEST JORDAN PLAYGROUND
Almost 14 years ago, 6,000 volunteers embarked on 
a labor of love and built the Mountain America Cred-
it Union Wild West Jordan Playground in Veterans 
Memorial Park, 1985 W. 8030 South. At the time, it was 
the largest playground in the state! Project coordina-
tors Jennifer Scott and Cynthia Bee had a vision, and 
with the help of an amazing team, worked to raise over 
$400,000. They then came together over the course 
of 10 days and built the playground – similar to an 
old-fashioned barn raising. Over the years, the play-
ground has been well-loved by thousands of children 
and it has been a favorite with young and old. 

SAFETY & ACCESSIBILITY
Unfortunately, the wood-based playground materi-
als have not survived the heavy use and Utah’s harsh 
winters. As a result, structural portions are failing, wood 
is splitting and rotting, and the playground has become 
unsafe. After evaluating different options, the city deter-
mined the most fiscally responsible option is to replace 
the playground with a state-of-the art playground that 
incorporates the Wild West theme and uses the latest 
materials and designs to create an all-abilities play-
ground so children of diverse abilities can play side-by-
side with their friends. 

The decision to build a new playground was not 
made lightly and was in part influenced by two inde-
pendent evaluations that found major deficiencies and 
safety concerns. These audits found that even extensive 
repairs would not significantly extend the life of the 
playground and would cost over $500,000. Also, repairs 
will not fix the nooks and crannies where children tend 
to hide. These dark corners are especially popular for 
over-age users looking for privacy, and security cameras 
have not significantly deterred those intent on misusing 
the playground.

PUBLIC INPUT
After learning of the deteriorating condition and safety 
concerns, a public meeting was held Nov. 12 that was 
also streamed on Facebook Live on the West Jordan City 
Hall Facebook page to inform the public of the play-
ground’s closing. As we move forward with the design 
of the new playground, we would like public input on 
the types of amenities to be included. Please share your 
thoughts by taking an online survey found at WestJor-
dan.Utah.Gov/Playground. 

PICKETS & PAVERS
The engraved pickets and pavers from those who helped 
fund the 2005 playground are available for those who 

want them as keepsakes and can be picked up in the 
Parks Maintenance Office on the south end of Veterans 
Memorial Park, Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-3 p.m. (Note:  
Unfortunately, over the years, some of the bricks and 
pickets have been stolen or broken, so not all of the origi-
nals are still available.)

OPENING SPRING 2019
We recognize and thank the many volunteers, sponsors 
and businesses whose contributions have brought 
countless hours of joy and laughter to thousands of 
children. The playground has been the site of many great 
memories, and we look forward to building a new play-
ground where the sounds of laughter can be heard for 
many years to come. For more information, visit WestJor-
dan.Utah.Gov/Playground

Coming Spring 2019 

Trash collection takes place on all holidays except 
for Christmas, New Year’s Day, Independence Day 
and Thanksgiving. If your collection date falls on 
one of these holidays, your pickup will be one day 
later. For example, Christmas is on a Tuesday this 
year. If your collection day is on Tuesday, it will be 
picked up Wednesday that week.  

West Jordan Holiday Trash 
Collection Schedule
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East Meets West at Schorr Gallery 
Exhibit Through December 21
A new art exhibit titled East Meets West is at the West Jordan City Hall Schorr 
Gallery through Dec. 21. This exhibit features photography from Nancy 
Strahinic, formerly from the windy city of Chicago and Steven Leitch, long 
time resident of West Jordan.



D E C E M B E R

8
ANIMAL SHELTER  

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE

WJ Animal Shelter 
5982 W. New Bingham Hwy 

10 a.m.-2 p.m.

D E C E M B E R

4
PLANNING  

COMMISSION

City Hall 
8000 S. Redwood Rd. 

6 p.m.

D E C E M B E R

16
INTERFAITH MESSIAH 

SING-ALONG

Viridian Event Center 
8030 S 1825 West 

7 p.m. 

D E C E M B E R

20
“SANTA CLAUS IS  
COMIN’ TO TOWN”  

EVENT

 City Hall Community Room 
8000 S Redwood Rd, 6-8 p.m. 

JAN UARY

1
NEW YEAR’S DAY

CITY HALL  
OFFICES CLOSED

D E C E M B E R

12
CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING

City Hall Council Chambers 
8000 S. Redwood Rd. 

6 p.m.

D E C E M B E R

5
CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING

City Hall Council Chambers 
8000 S. Redwood Rd. 

6 p.m.

D E C E M B E R

24-25
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

CITY HALL  
OFFICES CLOSED

The City of West Jordan
8000 S. Redwood Rd., 
West Jordan, UT 84088
(801) 569-5100
www.wjordan.com

West Jordan Police Dept.
8040 S. Redwood Rd.
West Jordan, Utah 84088
801-256-2000  
801-840-4000 Dispatch

Join the conversation! Follow
West Jordan – City Hall. 
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D E C E M B E R

1
ARTS COUNCIL  

HOLIDAY CELEBRATION

Viridian Event Center 
8030 S 1825 West 

6 p.m.

JAN UARY

9
CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING

City Hall Council Chambers 
8000 S. Redwood Rd. 

6 p.m.

D E C E M B E R

6-17
THEATRE ARTS  

PRESENTS “THE GIFT 
OF THE MAGI”

Midvale Performing Arts Center 
695 W. Center St., 7:30 p.m.

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S


