
West Jordan High School Teacher Paints Mural to Boost Students’ Morale 
 

 
 
The halls of West Jordan High School are scheduled to soon be filled with students once again 
and while they may be met with a lot of uncertainty, there is one thing waiting for them - aimed 
to give them hope. 
 
Robyn Briggs is an art teacher at West Jordan High School. She teaches drawing and digital art 
to juniors and seniors, but sometimes will have a student all three years, if art becomes a 
passion.  
 
Following fifty hours of work; measuring, designing, and painting, Briggs can call a 7 foot by 28 
foot mural complete. It depicts a Jaguar, the school’s mascot, surrounded by leaf patterns 
sporting the school’s colors. It also reads: Our differences make us stronger. Our similarities 
make us one. We are family. 
 
“The principal reached out to me asking if this was something, I’d be interested in doing. I’d 
already done a mural in the school last year,” explained Briggs. “We planned this mural a week 
prior to quarantine and it’s insane how greatly the quote applies to the times we are living in.” 
 
A time-lapse video, showing Briggs’ hard work, also features her husband who she calls a good 
handyman. 
 
“He’s very educated in what type of paint I should use, what materials, because he’s worked on 
houses and construction and stuff like that before,” Briggs said. “It was good to have him there 
to help me out with that.” 
 



In just a few weeks, Briggs and other teachers are scheduled to return to the classroom, after 
having taught at home for a few months prior to summer break. Briggs said she can probably 
speak for most teachers when she says she has mixed feelings about going back. 
 
“The part I love most about my job is the interactions with students and the impact I can make 
on them,” Briggs said. “I really don’t feel that is possible virtually. It can be, if it’s utilized well 
and if students are educated on how to learn online, but I can’t see cues and signals of kids that 
are struggling via the internet.” 
 
Briggs said she does feel lucky though, she already had most of her classes online before 
schools closed. While she has been able to transition to online teaching, she misses seeing her 
students face-to-face. 
 
“My greatest accomplishments in life have been impacting students, creating long-lasting 
relationships with them, and relationships that go far beyond the classroom,” Briggs said. “The 
possibility that that might not happen as much as it did before – it’s heartbreaking. 
 
Despite not knowing what is ahead for the upcoming school year, it’s clear that Briggs cares 
about her students, no matter if class is in session or not. Briggs calls her students wonderful 
and expressed her excitement when it comes times to see them again, closing with this 
message: 
 
“The main thing I want my students to know is that even though we are separated, and this is 
all so weird and strange, that your teachers still care about you. You’re loved and there will 
always be something positive to look forward to and hopefully my mural can be that. I’m 
excited for them to walk through the doors and see my artwork and see a teacher who 
practices what she teaches. I hope they can see the love that was put into it.” 
 
To see Briggs full video visit: https://bit.ly/wjhsmural 
 
 
 


