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The month of March marks the official start 
of the Spring season, it’s the month where our 
clocks ‘spring’ forward for Daylight Saving Time. 
It’s also the month that gives us the opportunity 
to honor the work of women. 

International Women’s Day is March 8th - 
many countries consider it a federal holiday. It 
is a day when women are recognized for their 

achievements and encourages everyone to build support for women’s 
participation both politically and economically. 

Our great state of Utah made history when it elected the first fe-
male state senator in the United States in 1888. That woman was Martha 
Hughes-Cannon. Today, a statue of her stands in Washington D.C. to repre-
sent Utah in Statuary Hall.

The City of West Jordan also has a long history of women who’ve 
worked to make a difference. Our first female Mayor was Kristin Lambert, 
appointed on June 28, 1988. Since then, West Jordan has had two more 
female Mayors serve: Donna Evans and Melissa Johnson. 

You might remember Mayor Johnson was an early champion of the 
city’s now well-known Wild West 
Jordan Playground, at Veteran’s 
Memorial Park. 

Historically women have been 
active on the City Council. You may 
recognize names like, Betty Naylor,  
Kristen Lambert, Penny Atkinson, 
Kathy Hilton, Margaret Grochocki, 
Natalie Argyle, Carolyn Nelson, 
Melissa Johnson, Judy Hansen, and 
Sophie Rice.

The involvement of strong 
women involved in our city continues today. You’ve elected two female 
councilmembers, who I am proud to work alongside. Both council mem-
bers Kayleen Whitelock and Melissa Worthen are strong advocates for 
community involvement and work everyday to make West Jordan better 
than the day before. 

I wouldn’t be where I am today if it weren’t for the hard work and support 
from my wife Janet, who walked hundreds of miles during my campaign. 

This month, I encourage ALL West Jordan residents to get involved. 
There are many opportunities for public service. If you’d like to learn more, 
visit westjordan.utah.gov/get-involved

Sincerely,

Mayor Dirk Burton

City of West Jordan Police Officer  
receives NAACP First Responder Award 

Paid for by the City of West Jordan

Officer Kim Waelty, a 20-plus year law enforcement veteran, 
was presented the NAACP First Responder Award on Monday, 
January 20. 

After completing a successful 20-year career in the West Valley 
City police department, Officer Waelty started to work with the 
West Jordan police department as a part-time background inves-
tigator. She then decided to jump back into policing full-time. 

Officer Waelty is currently assigned as a Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education Program (D.A.R.E.) officer where she continues to make 
outstanding contributions within the West Jordan community. 

“Officer Waelty was selected as a DARE Officer as she possesses a unique skill set. She is 
a highly trained, experienced investigator that shows great compassion and understand-
ing for those she serves,” said West Jordan Police Lieutenant Rich Bell. “Kim possesses the 
innate ability to connect with people of different ages, backgrounds and walks of life.” 

Officer Waelty works side-by-side with students to help them succeed. 
“I thought this would be a wonderful experience,” said West Jordan officer, Kim Wael-

ty. “I really enjoy working with kids, I get to help them when they need me, and I get to 
interact with them in a positive way.” 

Those who work with Officer Waelty said she is a great asset to the department. 
“The only way to effectively maintain order, safety, and effectively police a communi-

ty is to have the trust and support of those we serve,” said Lt. Bell. “I am grateful to her for 
the time and effort she puts forth and feel she deserves to be recognized for the signifi-
cant positive impact she is having within the West Jordan community.”

West Jordan’s Police Chief, Ken Wallentine, was also honored during the ceremony for his 
decades-long involvement in public safety. He has served as the city’s police chief since 2018.
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D.A.R.E. Back in West Jordan Classrooms West Jordan Planning 
Commission and Board of 
Adjustment appoint new Members

Spring may be the time for high school graduations, but the beginning of 2020 was a 
time for West Jordan D.A.R.E. students to receive their certificates of completion. 

The Drug Abuse Resistance Education program, also known as D.A.R.E., has been around 
since the early 1980’s. Back then, Police officers would visit classrooms around the country 
educating young students primarily about the dangers of illegal drugs and alcohol.   

Due to low staffing the D.A.R.E program was taken out of West Jordan schools and 
replaced with something else. Now, for the first time in eight years, D.A.R.E. is back on the 
syllabus and officers say it is a welcoming decision.

“I thought this would be a wonderful experience,” said West Jordan officer, Kim Waelty. 
“I really enjoy working with kids, I get to help them when they need me, and I get to inter-
act with them in a positive way.” 

Sergeant JC Holt, with the West Jordan Police Department, thinks having officers back 
in the classroom offers children another form of support.

“These kids get to interact with us in a setting where they feel comfortable,” Sergeant 
Holt said. “Normally they meet us when there has been some sort of crisis or emergency, 
which isn’t the best platform to learn from an officer.”

Over the past 30 years, the D.A.R.E. program has changed a lot, now offering basics 
about responsibility, decision making, and standing up for yourself in times of potential 
peer-pressure. 

“D.A.R.E. is about more than just drugs,” Mistie Bell-Renfro, Director of Project Develop-
ment for D.A.R.E. America said. “It’s about bullying, social media, it’s about the situations 
and issues that children deal with today.”

In order to teach D.A.R.E. curriculum, officers must go through an 80-hour intense 
training. They learn how to teach children about being confident, building a help network 
and understanding effective listening. 

“Teaching these kids to be confident is great,” Officer Waelty said. “So many times, they 
are taught that being confident means something negative. They need to know how great 
they are.”

For more information on what the D.A.R.E curriculum looks like, visit: dare.org

The City of West Jordan is welcoming new members to its Planning 
Commission and Board of Adjustment. The Planning Commission reviews, 
approves and/or recommends approval of land use applications within the 
City to ensure neighborhood livability and commercial vitality. The new 
members are as follows:

Ammon Allen: A West Jordan resident for more than 10 years and a pro-
fessional engineer. Allen says he’d like to be more involved and serve the 
community.

Kent Shelton: A West Jordan resident for 22 years and Master of Photogra-
phy. Shelton is also involved in school community groups.

Planning Commission meetings are scheduled for the first and third Tuesday of 
each month at 6 PM. 

The Board of Adjustment is the land use appeal authority and responsible 
for considering whether variances to the zoning ordinance should be grant-
ed because of hardship conditions. The new members are as follows:

Bill Heiner: A long-time resident of West Jordan and works in the field of 
real estate. Heiner has formerly served on the Board of Adjustment, Plan-
ning Commission, and volunteered on other committees. 

Dallen R. Anderson: Works as a senior manager in the banking industry. 
Anderson has a deep desire to make a difference in the community and has 
been serving on the Parks and Open Land Committee since 2018.

Board of Adjustment meets as needed or quarterly on the second Tuesday of the 
month (Jan, Jun, Sep, Dec) at 6 PM.
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The City of West Jordan has dozens of flights come and go from South Valley 
Regional Airport each day.

The airport impacts much more than what happens in the sky, however. There’s 
a reason why 7800 South has a curve to it near the airport. It’s because of safety 
restrictions put in place by the FAA. The road had to be built as far away from the 
taxiway as possible (962 feet to be exact), so incoming planes have plenty of lee-
way to land, without the worry of hitting cars. The same rule goes for streetlights. 
The FAA doesn’t allow any vertical obstructions close to the runway, fearing pilots 
could mistake the lights as the runway.

Construction of 7800 S. isn’t complete yet. In the spring, crews will finalize 
construction on the intersection at 4000 West, lay an additional three inches of 
asphalt on the road and stripe the road with new reflective paint. For an update 
visit: bit.ly/7800construction

At first glance, you’d probably assume that the sign welcoming families to the 
Wild West Jordan Playground is made from wood. Maybe your next guess would be 
plastic or fiberglass, but that isn’t the answer either. This 7,000 lb. entrance sign is 
made from concrete. 

Designed by the same com-
pany that provides decorative 
infrastructure for Disney, crews 
knew installing this addition to 
the park was not going to be… 
well, a walk in the park. That’s 
why the employees who made it 
happen have gained state-wide 
recognition for getting it set up. 

The city’s concrete crew does 
not typically set signs, let alone 
a sign this heavy, but they made it work. Crews had to obtain equipment and straps 
for the load, always keeping safety a top priority. Along with installing the sign, crews 
also graded the baserock and placed the sidewalk around the new playground.

The space officially opened to the public in October and today the all-abilities 
playground in Veterans Memorial park is a favorite among children, even on the 
coldest of days. 

In January, Lionel Smith, Zachary Rollins, Mick Christopherson, Travis George, 
and Mark Worthen were recognized for their work by the Utah Chapter of the 
American Concrete Paving Association. Despite the awards and recognition, all five 
men would probably tell you: “it’s just another day on the job.”

Do You know why 7800 South, near 
Airport Rd., has such a curve to it? 

West Jordan Crew Receives Award for 
Work on Wild West Jordan Playground

The City of West Jordan uses two types of salt for 
snow removal: Type “C” (white) road salt and Redmond (a 
reddish in color) high performance road salt. Both types 
of salt are on the State of Utah’s cooperative contract. 
The quantify of salt distributed with storms varies, as 
does the material the city uses. 

Storms warmer or closer to 32 degrees Fahrenheit 
and above, the city uses straight Type “C” road salt. For 

storms which are in the mid 20 degrees Fahrenheit, the 
city uses a mixture of Type “C” salt and Redmond salt. 

“I compare it to ‘hamburger helper’ as the Redmond 
activates faster and is more effective with the colder 
temperatures – yet we can mix it with the Type ‘C’ salt 
to make it go further,” Tim Peters, West Jordan Public 
Services Manager, said. 

When it comes to very cold temperatures, the city 
will need to use Redmond salt because the Type “C” salt 
becomes less effective. Redmond salt’s unique com-
position is designed to penetrate and dis-bond better 
than white salt. Pound for pound, Redmond is naturally 
equipped to melt more, melt faster and last longer on 
the road. 

Redmond salt doesn’t come from Utah’s Great Salt 
Lake, it comes from an ancient salt deposit near the small 
town of Redmond, Utah, which is more than 150 miles 
south of the Great Salt Lake. More than 60 trace materials 
and micro-nutrients give it a reddish color. That color 
provides several benefits when dropped on the road. 
Having a red hue enhances performance. Studies show it 
can absorb up to 50% more heat from the sun, allowing 
it work better than white salt.

To learn more about snow removal in West Jordan 
visit: westjordan.utah.gov/snow-removal

Salt Storage and Use in West Jordan Spring Cleaning? 
Rent a Large Dumpster 
from the City for Free

The City of West Jordan partners with ACE 
Disposal to provide residents with a complemen-
tary Neighborhood Cleanup Dumpster Program. 
You can reserve a dumpster every 60 days (subject 
to availability) to get rid of large, bulky items or 
excess waste.

As part of the agreement residents sign 
when reserving dumpster, residents agree 
not to overload the dumpster. That means 
the items in the dumpster should not extend 
above the top of the dumpster. Overload-
ing the dumpsters can cause damage to the 
equipment used to safely transport the dump-
ster to the landfill. 

Spring through Fall is when the dumpsters 
are the most in demand, please plan ahead.

You can request a dumpster by completing 
an online reservation form at westjordan.utah.
gov/dumpsterreservation or you can stop by 
Public Works, 7960 South 4000 West to submit 
your reservation form.
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Small Business Spotlight: Riley’s
Riley’s is a local spot best-known for 

its sandwiches, shakes, and secret-in-
gredient fry sauce. The restaurant also 
has a long history in West Jordan. The 
owners say when it came to choosing 
a location, West Jordan chose them. 
They also own and operate Ab’s Drive-
In. Both carry the signature milkshakes 
and fries- the only difference is Ab’s 
offers hamburgers and Riley’s is where 
locals go to grab a sandwich. While many customers claim they’d gain 100 lbs 
if Riley’s were in walking distance of their home, the owners say the restaurant 
business is in their blood. The family has been serving people food for 70 years. 
With a wide variety of shake flavors and home-made and bottled fry sauce 
(which is now available for purchase), Riley’s is the place to go to subside your 
craving for classic American food. 

Visit their location at 7903 south Airport Road. 
Be sure to check out their website (rileyssandwiches.com) and Facebook 

page for announcements on changes and giveaways. 
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