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Happy Holidays! 
Whether you have family 

members missing from around 
the dinner table, cancelled 
�ights or you’re dining over 
Zoom, I know this year’s holiday 
activities may look a lot di�er-
ent than years past. 

Thirty-something years ago, 
when my wife and children 
lived in St. Louis, we spent most 
of our holidays without seeing 
our extended family. We talked 
long distance on the telephone 
but kept it short due to cost per 

minute. Today’s technology has made calls like that so much easier!
This year, I’ve had to change the way I interact with my 92-year-old fa-

ther. He’s navigated his way around technology better than I ever would 
have imagined. It has changed the way we visit. At his birthday party in 
September, he saw and heard all his children sing Happy Birthday from 
all across the country using Zoom. 

The lesson from these two unique experiences in my life? We don’t let 
a virus stop us from spending time and sharing stories with each another. 

We’ve all had to navigate our way through new experiences, new 
challenges, and new feelings. This year has left many of us feeling scared, 
confused, yet hopeful. There’s a quote from Albert Einstein that says “Life 
is like riding a bicycle. To keep your balance, you must keep moving.” 

Einstein’s words remind me that life can be di�cult sometimes, and 
that’s okay. In a community such as ours, there is always someone here 
to help. Included at the bottom of my Mayor’s Message you will see 
contact information should you be feeling anxiety or depression due to 
COVID-19. 

In closing, if there’s something 2020 has taught us, it’s how much our 
actions can impact others. Wearing a mask, can lessen someone’s chanc-
es of becoming ill, taking in a neighbor’s garbage bin, can shorten their 
long to-do list, and simply reaching out to an old friend can change their 
bad day... into a good one. 

The City of West Jordan prides itself on being the home of the good 
neighbor. This month, and into the new year, let’s be kind to one another. 
Whether it be a sel�ess deed, or an obvious gesture – let our neighbors 
know we care. Never underestimate the impact of small acts. 

May the new year bring your friends and family  
health and happiness.

Mayor Dirk Burton

Paid for by the City of West Jordan

‘The End of an Era’ – West Jordan Corner 
Renovations Spark Local History Lesson

The corner of 7800 South and 3200 West is seeing big changes.
A building that has stood on that corner for decades is coming down to make way for a 

Maverik gas station and convenience store. It’s the same building that has seen many ten-
ants come and go, a building that has served tacos, tortas, pizza, and even beer. 

Back in the 1950’s the building was West Jordan’s one and only Tavern - the Sunset Inn, 
or as many jokingly called it the “Second Ward.” As the city continued to grow, and add more 
LDS wards, the joke grew with it. It �nally reached its point in the 1970’s as the “Fifth Ward.”

Sophie K Gibson is 79 years old. Her parents, George M Kampros and Vee Kampros, 
owned and worked at the Sunset Inn. Gibson remembers stopping by the tavern to drop o� 
dinner to her father before heading home. 

“That little corner has been busy,” said Gibson.
The building, along with a neighboring small restaurant and family home just west of 

the Sunset Inn, were originally built by Gibson’s father. Before it was known as the Sunset 
Inn Tavern, the building was �rst a gas station. 

“I don’t remember the gas station because it was there before I was born,” explained 
Gibson. “My dad owned it with my uncle for a while and then bought my uncle out.”

From there, the Sunset Inn was born. 
“The miners would stop after work, come down and have a drink and then be on their 

way,” said Gibson. “There weren’t many places to go and have a drink.”
Today, Gibson’s words still ring true. Years after the Sunset Inn closed, a Mexican restau-

rant moved in. Delgado’s still had one of the few beer licenses in the City of West Jordan. 
Before this year, Gibson and her husband were solely responsible for the 2.5-acre lot that 

the building sits on. She said selling the property has her feeling bittersweet, as the plot of 
land has been in her family for decades.

“I’m glad the stress has been lifted o� my shoulders,” said Gibson. “My mom’s been gone 
for about 22 years, my brother has also passed away, and my sister isn’t able to help. Han-
dling the rent, �nding new tenants, it gets stressful. While it is bittersweet, it is good for me 
and my husband.”

The demolition of the building is not going unnoticed. One West Jordan resident, Monty 
Young, called it “the end of an era.” 

The saying ‘history repeats itself’ applies to what is happening now. The corner that once 
sold gas, before going on to serve beer, pizza, and tacos, is once again fueling cars in the 
City of West Jordan.
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The Utah Strong Recovery Project:
Call/Text: 385-386-2289

Email: UtahStrong@utah.gov
For immediate response after hours: 

1-800-273-TALK (8255) 
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We’ve all been there before, you wake up in the 
morning to prepare for another day of work, you 
look outside, and BAM Mother Nature brought a 
huge snowstorm. Your driveway is covered in snow, 
your mailbox is covered in snow and your car, which 
is parked on the street, is also covered in snow. The 
first thing you probably want to do is climb back in 
bed, but before you do that… do your neighbors 
and city a solid: move your car off the road. 

Here’s why: West Jordan City ordinance 7-3-10 
prohibits parking a car, or semitrailer, on the street 
when it is snowing, or snow is already on the street. 
The ordinance is in effect from November 1st 
through April 30th of the following year. If you are 
parked on the street during the storm you could 
face a violation and pay a ticket. But aside from just 
potentially paying up, you may be the reason your 
street isn’t getting plowed. While some streets CAN 
still be plowed with cars parked along the side, many 
plow drivers will wait until the street is clear to avoid 
damaging any cars as well as their own equipment.

There are more than 800 lane miles of streets in 
the city of West Jordan. The city’s plow drivers get 
to those streets by priority.

City Street Priority Categories:
Priority One: Arterial and major collector streets. 
Priority Two: Generally, subdivision collector streets. 
Priority Three: All other residential through streets, 
(excluding cul-de-sacs).

Priority Four: Cul-de-sacs and other dead-end 
streets. The city incurs proportionally more time 
and costs clearing snow from cul-de-sacs than on 
typical “uninterrupted” stretches of streets. Because 
of the high cost-to-benefit ratio, and lower traffic 
volume, cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets have the 
lowest priority, and will be the last areas plowed. 

Something else to keep in mind; not all roads 
are the city’s responsibility. Some roads belong to 
the state which are maintained by the Utah Depart-
ment of Transportation, including: 

• Redwood Road 
• Bangerter Highway 
• 7000 South from the Jordan River to Redwood Rd 
• 9000 South from the Jordan River to 5600 West  
• U-111 from New Bingham Highway to the 

Northern City border 
• Mountain View Corridor 
• New Bingham Highway from 7800 South to 

west of U-111

Another important thing to note; police won’t 
be able to ticket ALL cars parked on the street. If 
it’s a snowy commute they are likely responding 
to crashes or helping drivers who get stuck in the 
snow. It’s best not to bombard dispatch with a list 
of your neighbors’ license plate numbers, when 
they’re already receiving calls about potential crash-
es with injuries. Think two steps ahead: check the 
local weather, so you can move your car off the road 
if it’s likely going to snow. 

Snowstorms can make traveling dangerous, 
help keep your city safe by NOT parking your car 
along the street before, during, or after a storm. If 
you have any problems call the non-emergency 
dispatch number to report it, 801-840-4000. You can 
also email info@wjordan.com 

For more FAQ’s visit the city’s website:  
westjordan.utah.gov.

What to Know for When it Starts to Snow
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2020 has been an interesting year to say the least.  
Earthquakes, high winds, the pandemic, changes in 
travel, changes in conducting business, and changes 
in mingling with friends and families.  The City Coun-
cil truly appreciates all the many difficult tasks many 
of our residents are dealing with.

There has been good news in 2020 as well!
Economic Development continues to be a high 

priority for the City Council. The Council gave its 
advice and consent for the Mayor to hire Chris Pengra 
as the Economic Development Director. You can read 
more about him in last month’s West Jordan Journal. 

Council Member Chad Lamb said, “Despite the 
challenges, it is nice to see a number of businesses 
investing in our city.” New commercial investments 
include a new Maverik, a new Big-O Tires, enhance-
ments at Macey’s, and the Holiday Oil at the intersec-
tion of 3200 West and 7800 South. Also, 7800 South 
and 5600 West will see a Nielsen’s Frozen Custard 
among other businesses in the works.  Jordan Land-
ing looks forward to the addition of Rush Funplex and 
others you may have already seen.”

Council Member Kayleen Whitelock stated, “I’m 
excited for the growth we are seeing in large com-
mercial developments coming to our city.  Many 

of you have seen the Amazon building near U-111 
that added 1.5 million square feet.  We also have 
others desiring to locate in our city. These businesses 
contribute to our tax base and in job opportunities. 
The future is bright in West Jordan.” These businesses 
assist our city on many fronts.

Lastly, while you are out doing your holiday 
shopping, please consider shopping from a local 
West Jordan business. Several businesses are offering 
contactless pickup or they can also ship to your West 
Jordan address. When you do these simple things, a 
portion of your sales tax remains in West Jordan to 
support public safety and our local roads.

COUNCIL CORNER

The holidays in 2020 are obviously different than 
ever before, but one thing will likely remain the same. 
People will exchange presents, and Santa will deliver 
wrapped gift under the tree. With all the paper and 
cards, and ribbons and bows some people may be 
left wondering… can I recycle this?

The City of West Jordan contracts with ACE Re-
cycling and Disposal to pick up residents’ recycling. 
Mercedes Anto, sustainability director at ACE, says it’s 
easy to get confused when it comes to recycling any 
time of year. 

“Stick with your paper, cardboard, plastic bottles 
and jugs, and cans,” said Anto. “The most important 
thing is to make sure your recyclable products don’t 
become contaminated.”

Items such as paper or cardboard can become 
contaminated when soda from a can or bottle leaks 
out into the recycling bin.

“It can also happen if your bin is overflowing and 
it rains or snows overnight,” explained Anto. “Be sure 
to close the lid all the way and to rinse out bottles 
and cans before throwing them in.”

Over the next few weeks, you will likely have gift 
bags and wrapping paper covering your living room 

floor – Anto says there is one easy way to determine 
whether any of it can safely be recycled. 

“As long as the paper doesn’t have glitter, bows, or 
ribbons you can recycle it,” said Anto.

Other decorative features of gifts that are NOT 
recyclable include:

• Ribbons
• Bows
• Glittery holiday cards
• Tissue paper

If you have questions about what should and 
shouldn’t be recycled, visit acedisposal.com or 
westjordan.utah.gov/garbageandrecycling

Recycling during the Holidays – What to Toss in the 
Trash, and What to Toss in the Recycling bin

Don’t Become a Target 
WHY YOU SHOULDN’T BOAST ABOUT 
WHAT YOU GOT FOR CHRISTMAS

 Ahead of the Holidays, West Jordan Police want 
you to keep something in mind: don’t show off what 
you got under the tree, specifically in your garbage or 
recycling bin.

“Criminals are often opportunists,” JC Holt, West 
Jordan Police Sergeant, said. “They look for things that 
we might overlook.”

What Sergeant Holt is talking about is putting the 
box from your new pricey laptop out in the open next 
to your garbage or recycling bins. 

Don’t make it easy for criminals by leaving things 
out in plain view. 

“Someone with the intention of burglarizing a 
home could be walking by, see a box out in the open 
and think okay cool I know what I can find in that 
house,” Sergeant Holt explained.

Think of it as advertising to thieves about what you 
have inside your home. There are steps you can take to 
avoid catching a criminal’s eye.

1. Break down boxes and put them in the appropri-
ate bins.

2. Don’t leave small, expensive items out—even 
inside your home.

3. Close your blinds during the day

4. Buy a security system 

“Today, security systems are fairly inexpensive,” Holt 
said referring to systems such as ‘Ring’ or ‘Nest.’ He’s not 
wrong, many security systems are now available to the 
public that don’t include a monthly fee or professional 
installation. But if lower priced systems still don’t pique 
your interest—there is another option.

“Even if you don’t have an alarm system, it’s okay to 
advertise that you do,” Sergeant Holt said. “You can get 
the stickers and you can get the placards from amazon 
and you can put them in your yard.”
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HOLIDAY LIGHTS  
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Visit bit.ly/lightstourut for 
more information
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Join virtually  
on YouTube 
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Veterans Memorial Park 
6 PM – 9 PM
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Officer Ponch
HOW A PIECE OF CARDBOARD IS SLOWING  
DOWN SPEEDERS IN WEST JORDAN

West Jordan Police officers can’t be everywhere at once. That’s where other 
forms of surveillance come in; speed bumps, radar speeds signs, and blinking 
lights. But not all roads in the city are armed with these items, and one West 
Jordan resident is taking the problem into his own hands. 

David Shuman lives just off 8000 S. and Grizzly Way. Like many others, Shu-
man is working from home due to the Coronavirus. Because he’s been spending 
more time at his computer in his backyard, he’s noticed just how fast drivers are 
speeding down the road behind his home. 

“I’ve just noticed more traffic. People are looking at their phones, eating, or 
doing whatever and not paying attention to how fast they’re going,” said Shu-
man. “These drivers weren’t slowing down even when the kids are around.”

There are three separate schools along this stretch of road; Hayden Peak 
Elementary, West Hills Middle, and Copper Hills High School. 

“I would sit out there and watch as school was let out and cars were just flying 
by!” explained Shuman. “I’m 
seeing accidents happen in 
front of me, I’m seeing kids 
and their parents run across 
the street.” 

That’s when Shuman 
came up with an idea. He’d 
trick drivers into slowing 
down, and he’d use a card-
board cutout to do it. 

“We got him a name, 
Ponch… and we got him a 
Facebook page,” said Shu-
man. “And it worked, people 
slowed down.”

Unlike the Ponch from 
CHiPs, this cardboard Ponch 
works alone. But he gets the 
job done. 

“Overall the response has 
been very positive. The police officers we’ve talked to say it’s been very positive 
for them too,” explained Shuman. “They’ve been out to patrol a few times, and we 
realize they can’t be everywhere. We are very pro-police on this, and we aren’t try-
ing to upset anybody. We just want them to slow down when they come around 
the corner.”

Shuman is also working closely with Mayor Dirk Burton to see how to miti-
gate the issue of speeders on this stretch of road.

“I’ve never been in a position where I’ve needed political people,” explained 
Shuman. “But when you send an email to somebody because you have an issue 
and all of a sudden, they are on your doorstep trying to handle your issue, that 
is what kind of leader I want. That’s the kind of leader I want for the town that I 
live in. That’s why we love it here.”

Shuman and his family aren’t originally from West Jordan, but they are happy 
to call this city home.

“Our family loves West Jordan. We love everything about West Jordan and 
that’s our way of giving back to the community that we love,” said Shuman. “It’s 
not the police that need to police us all the time. As West Jordan residents we 
need to make sure that we are doing our part, following the law, and making 
sure everyone is safe to keep our community great.”
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