
How COVID-19 testing is being handled in West Jordan 
 
It’s been months since COVID-19 was first declared a global pandemic by the World Health 
Organization. Since then, the guidelines for how and where to get tested have dramatically 
changed. Now it’s much easier to get tested for the virus, in part, thanks to the number of tests 
the state of Utah has access to.  
 
Jon Butterfield, President of Jordan Valley Medical Center, says his campus provides outpatient 
testing, along with a drive-thru, which is available 12 PM to 5 PM Monday through Friday. 
Symptoms of COVID-19 include a fever, cough, shortness of breath, a sore throat, chills, body 
aches, and a decreased sense of taste or smell. 
 
“If someone is experiencing any of those symptoms, they can drive up to our main in-patient 
entrance where they will be greeted by a laboratory technician that’s wearing full protective 
gear and equipment,” said Butterfield. “That person will be able to test them and take a 
nasopharyngeal swab right from their car. They’ll get results in 24 to 48 hours.” 
 
New guidelines allow for anyone to get tested even if they’re experiencing just one of the 
several symptoms that are tied to COVID-19. For now, numbers in Utah seem to be leveling out, 
with the same number of positive cases being reported every day. If a surge were to happen, 
however, Butterfield says his hospital is prepared. 
 
“We do have 18 beds designated for COVID-19 patients, either confirmed or suspected, and 
that’s just on the in-patient side. We’ve also designated 11 of our emergency department beds 
as COVID-19 beds,” said Butterfield. “We do have plans that will allow us to nearly double the 
size of beds within that area and we’ve deployed those plans. We stand ready. Thankfully, we 
haven’t had to use them.” 
 
While many see hospitals as a so called ‘hotspot’ for the virus, Butterfield urges that life must 
still go on. People are going to break bones, get kidney infections, and experience other medical 
emergencies unrelated to COVID-19, and those individuals should not be afraid to go to the 
hospital to get the care they need. 
 
“The most important thing for you to know is that the hospital is safe. every person that arrives 
to our hospital whether they’re a patient or a visitor is screened for symptoms of COVID-19,’ 
said Butterfield. 
 
Although, right now, little is still known about this virus, doctors and nurses are ready, working 
hard to keep our community healthy. When asked what the public can do to give back to health 
care workers Butterfield echoed the advice heard across the globe; stay healthy by staying put. 
 
“Stay home, do what you’re being asked to do with social distancing, make sure you’re washing 
your hands, and keeping your families safe and healthy by doing the things you really ought to 



be doing to prevent the transmission of this disease. As long as people take it very seriously, 
we’ll be okay.” 
 
To learn more about getting tested for Coronavirus in Utah visit:  
 
Jordanvalleymc.org or coronavirus.utah.gov 
 
 
 
 
 


