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The Coronavirus has changed 
many things in our day-to-day 
lives; our children’s education, 
national holidays and events, and 
our economy. As a result of the 
virus, many businesses have had 
to shut their doors, and although 
several places have started wel-

coming back customers, they are still being met with the 
� nancial burdens a state-wide closure caused.

Unlike some of our neighboring cities, the City of West 
Jordan is home to more than 3,000 businesses, many that 
were a� ected by the shutdown. I’ve worked hard, alongside 
my administration, to get these businesses back on track. 
Whether it be a zoom call, talking about the resources avail-
able to business owners, visiting local businesses, or hiring 
a business recovery specialist to help answer questions, 
West Jordan is right 
there with business 
owners, looking to 
help them get back 
on their feet.

Salt Lake County 
and the City of West 
Jordan are o� ering 
assistance to busi-
nesses hurt by this virus shut down. The County recently 
announced an Impact Grant Program that o� ers � nancial 
help to small businesses impacted by COVID-19. Business-
es can apply online, if you have questions � lling out the 
application there is a hotline you can call: (385) 468-4011. 
The Business Relief Hotline has real people answering 
who are ready to respond to your questions. Visit slco.org/
covid-19/economy/grants/ for more information.

A city is nothing without the people in it. Those people 
are made up of small business owners, families who 
depend on a steady income, and neighbors supporting 
neighbors and local businesses in times of uncertainty.

To learn more about West Jordan’s economic recovery 
plan contact our economic development department: 
economic.growth@westjordan.utah.gov.

Sincerely,

Mayor Dirk Burton
City of West Jordan 
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Mayor Dirk Burton

Teacher Paints Mural to Boost Students’ Morale
The halls of West Jordan High School are sched-

uled to soon be � lled with students once again and 
while they may be met with a lot of uncertainty, 
there is one thing waiting for them - aimed to give 
them hope.

Robyn Briggs is an art teacher at West Jordan 
High School. She teaches drawing and digital art 
to juniors and seniors, but sometimes will have a 
student all three years, if art becomes a passion. 

Following � fty hours of work; measuring, de-
signing, and painting, Briggs can call a 7 foot by 28 
foot mural complete. It depicts a Jaguar, the school’s 
mascot, surrounded by leaf patterns sporting the 
school’s colors. It also reads: Our di� erences make us 
stronger. Our similarities make us one. We are family.

“The principal reached out to me asking if 
this was something, I’d be interested in doing. I’d 
already done a mural in the school last year,” ex-
plained Briggs. “We planned this mural a week prior 
to quarantine and it’s insane how greatly the quote 
applies to the times we are living in.”

A time-lapse video, showing Briggs’ hard work, 
also features her husband who she calls a good 
handyman.

“He’s very educated in what type of paint I 
should use, what materials, because he’s worked on 
houses and construction and stu�  like that before,” 
Briggs said. “It was good to have him there to help 
me out with that.”

In just a few weeks, Briggs and other teachers 
are scheduled to return to the classroom, after 
having taught at home for a few months prior to 
summer break. Briggs said she can probably speak 
for most teachers when she says she has mixed 

feelings about going back.
“The part I love most about my job is the inter-

actions with students and the impact I can make on 
them,” Briggs said. “I really don’t feel that is possible 
virtually. It can be, if it’s utilized well and if students are 
educated on how to learn online, but I can’t see cues 
and signals of kids that are struggling via the internet.”

Briggs said she does feel lucky though, she already 
had most of her classes online before schools closed. 
While she has been able to transition to online teach-
ing, she misses seeing her students face-to-face.

“My greatest accomplishments in life have been 
impacting students, creating long-lasting rela-
tionships with them, and relationships that go far 
beyond the classroom,” Briggs said. “The possibility 
that that might not happen as much as it did before 
– it’s heartbreaking.

Despite not knowing what is ahead for the up-
coming school year, it’s clear that Briggs cares about 
her students, no matter if class is in session or not. 
Briggs calls her students wonderful and expressed 
her excitement when it comes times to see them 
again, closing with this message:

“The main thing I want my students to know is 
that even though we are separated, and this is all 
so weird and strange, that your teachers still care 
about you. You’re loved and there will always be 
something positive to look forward to and hope-
fully my mural can be that. I’m excited for them to 
walk through the doors and see my artwork and see 
a teacher who practices what she teaches. I hope 
they can see the love that was put into it.”

To see Briggs’ full video visit: 
https://bit.ly/wjhsmural
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Salt Lake County announces Small 
Business Impact Grant Program

“This Virus is a Beast” – 
West Jordan Resident Shares 
Story after Contracting COVID-19OFFERING FINANCIAL HELP TO SMALL  

BUSINESSES IMPACTED BY COVID-19 

Businesses in Salt Lake County are back open now, but that wasn’t the case just one 
month ago. With little to no knowledge of COVID-19, state lawmakers forced all business 
owners to close their doors. Now, those businesses have reopened, and while they’re 
welcoming back customers, they are still being met with the financial burdens the state-
wide closure caused.

“Back in early March when we assembled in Unified Command we came together, we 
were working on health, we were trying to figure out what the coronavirus is, but we realized 
very, very early on that our economy had tanked,” said Salt Lake County Mayor, Jenny Wilson.

A deteriorating economy was the case for many states in the U.S., pushing federal 
lawmakers to establish the CARES Act, providing $150 billion in Coronavirus relief funding. 
Those monies were provided to State, Local, and Tribal Governments. 

“There’s been quite a bit of aid on the Federal and State level that’s targeted critical 
vulnerabilities during COVID-19 however, we’ve been really concerned about small 

businesses, that we know have 
been slipping through the 
cracks, and have really been 
left behind,” said Dina Blaes, 
Director of Salt Lake County 
Regional Development. 

Mayor Jenny Wilson an-
nounced a portion of the CARES 
act monies, given to the county, 
would go toward SBIG, or the 
Small Business Impact Grant. 

“We felt a critical compo-
nent was a portion of those 
funds being used for a grant 
program,” said Blaes. “It would 
be the most effective way for us 

to inject money back into the economy and to support those businesses that are really 
the engine of Salt Lake County’s economy.” 

As businesses continue to assess the economic impact of COVID-19, the county is looking 
to provide targeted support for both short-term and long-term recovery, rewarding one-time 
grant payments of up to $35,000. Businesses must be eligible, by meeting these guidelines:

• Be based in Salt Lake County
• Employ fewer than 100 employees
• Have not already received federal, state, or local COVID-19 financial aid
• Provide documents verifying your financial loss
• Have operated prior to January 1, 2020
• Be primary industries impacted directly by public health order closures. Details can 

be found here: slco.org/covid-19/economy/grants/ in the FAQ section.

“We know that there’s still some listening we need to do,” said Mayor Jenny Wilson. “We 
have to remember that our communities who have been hit the hardest with the health 
pandemic cannot also be the same communities who feel forgotten when it comes to 
financial aid.” 

Businesses can apply online, if you need help filling out the application there is a 
hotline you can call: (385) 468-4011. The Business Relief Hotline has real people answering 
who are ready to respond to your questions. Visit slco.org/covid-19/economy/grants/ for 
more information. 

Sitting in her daughter’s home, LuAnn Schroeder fights through her airy, 
dry cough hoping she’ll start feeling better soon. Two weeks ago, the 65-year-
old West Jordan resident contracted COVID-19. Schroeder says she believes it 
happened when she and her daughters visited her brother’s gravesite. 

“I’d taken all the precautions up to that point,” Schroeder said. “I wore 
a mask while outside, shopped during senior hours, and stayed home as 
much as possible.” 

Today, Schroeder is recovering in her daughter’s home, who also con-
tracted the virus, working to start feeling better. 

“I just want to feel good again,” Schroeder said. “I’ve had some bad 
nights, it’s horrible. I wish people would just be careful out there.” 

The most common list of symptoms that come along with the Coronavi-
rus consist of:

• Fever and chills
• Cough
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
• Fatigue 
• Muscle or body aches
• Headache
• New loss of taste or smell
• Sore throat
• Congestion or runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea

Not everyone who gets the virus experiences all of the symptoms listed 
above, in some cases an individual experiences no symptoms, despite test-
ing positive for COVID-19, but Schroeder says she’s experienced it all, from a 
cough, to body aches, even losing her sense of taste and smell.

“What they say is where the virus lands is where you have your 
symptoms. So, if it’s in your upper respiratory, kind of like a cold, then you 
have cold symptoms. Or it can be gastrointestinal, and I’ve had both. I’ve 
been very nauseated, and I’ve had to get some medication to stop that,” 
Schroeder explained. 

She says her daughter, who also got COVID-19, started feeling better 
just days after she began feeling symptoms. The risk for severe illness from 
the virus increases with age. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
reports people in their 50s are at a higher risk for severe illness than people 
in their 40s. Similarly, people in their 60s or 70s are, in general, at a higher 
risk for severe illness than people in their 50s. 

“My daughter and her boyfriend, we are all here isolating together, 
they’re getting over it a whole lot faster than I am. People like me, we’re not 
getting over it as fast as the younger kids are.”  

In the past few weeks, the Mayor of Salt Lake County has mandated the 
use of face coverings while in public. Schroeder, who says she’s always worn 
one while out and about, doesn’t believe masks should be mandated, but 
does wish people could make the decision themselves to wear one.

“It’s like everything else,” Schroeder said. “When you have your kids, you 
give them a chance, you give them a chance and then you have to make a 
rule. We’ve had horribly high numbers and they’ve got to slow down.”



GOOD NEIGHBOR NEWS: WEST JORDAN NEWSLETTER
PAID FOR BY THE CIT Y OF WEST JORDAN

The West Jordan City Council has implemented 
several new, modern processes for citizens to better 
communicate with the council members. First, there 
is a new email address and a new 24-hour comment 
telephone number for the public. Both are valuable 
resources for our residents to have better communica-
tion with members of the city council.

When you send an email to councilcomments@west-
jordan.utah.gov, your comments are sent immediately 
to all 7-members of the city council. When you call the 
24-hour comment line, your recorded voicemail is sent 
via email to all 7-members of the city council.

You can also find contact information for each 
council member on the city council page on the city’s 
website, https://www.westjordan.utah.gov/mayor-and-
city-council. Please reach out to us with suggestions 
and any concerns. Council Chairperson Chris McCon-
nehey stated, “The council really wants to hear from 
residents using our familiar traditional methods as well 
as these new technological methods of communicat-
ing with council members.”

CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS
The City Council is presently holding council meet-

ings remotely using the Zoom technology. Each pub-
lished agenda has the various ways for members of the 
public to provide comment during the meeting and 
before the meeting.  This includes participating with a 
computer, a smart phone or regular land line phone. 

Each agenda lists the Meeting ID and password 
and phone numbers you can use to participate in the 
council meeting.  It also lists the topics the council will 
discuss. You can view agendas at westjordan.utah.
gov/agendas. Please share your thoughts with us. 

COUNCIL CORNER

Whip up the city’s favorite 
cookie recipe: Wild West Jordan 
– Darn Good Salted Caramel 
Chocolate Chip Cookies

Elaine Perry – “Chicken Cordon 
Bleu French Bread Pizzas”

Ku’uipo Afo Vea – “Corn 
Orzo Summer Salad”

Shadira Pereida de Schill – “Bread!”

Brittany Lee – “I smoked my 
first pork butt yesterday!”

Brittany Lee – “Today is smoked chicken 
and veggies. I have assumed control of 
my husband’s smoker at this point!”

A wise man once said: “The secret of success in life is to eat what you 
like and let the food fight it out inside.” – Mark Twain. This quote rings 
true with our residents. They shared some of the meals they are whip-
ping up this summer.

WHAT’S COOKING?



AUG U S T

25
FOOD TRUCKS 

Takeout Tuesday every 
Tuesday night  

Ron Wood Park 5-8 p.m.

AUG U S T

22
STORY WALK BEGINS

Barney’s Wash Trail  
(Runs 2 Weeks)

AUG U S T

21
DRIVE-IN  

MOVIE

West Jordan  
Rodeo Arena

The City of West Jordan
8000 S. Redwood Rd., 
West Jordan, UT 84088
(801) 569-5100
www.wjordan.com

West Jordan Police Dept.
8040 S. Redwood Rd.
West Jordan, Utah 84088
801-256-2000  
801-840-4000 Dispatch

Join the conversation! 
West Jordan – City Hall
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AUG U S T

4
PLANNING  

COMMISSION

Join virtually  
on YouTube 

6 p.m.

AUG U S T

4
FOOD TRUCKS 

Takeout Tuesday every 
Tuesday night  

Ron Wood Park 5-8 p.m.

AUG U S T

18
PLANNING  

COMMISSION

Join virtually  
on YouTube 

6 p.m.

AUG U S T

12
CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING

Join virtually  
on YouTube 

5:30 p.m.

AUG U S T

1
INDEPENDENCE DAY

CITY OFFICES  
CLOSED

AUG U S T

11
FOOD TRUCKS 

Takeout Tuesday every 
Tuesday night  

Ron Wood Park 5-8 p.m.

AUG U S T

18
FOOD TRUCKS 

Takeout Tuesday every 
Tuesday night  

Ron Wood Park 5-8 p.m.

AUG U S T

26
CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING

Join virtually  
on YouTube 

5:30 p.m.

What do potholes, loose pets, and graffiti all have in common? They are all 
problems that can be fixed by completing a service request online. Let the city 
know what’s going on in just five steps:

Step 1: Go to http://bit.ly/WJSERVICE

Step 2: Choose from the list until you find the request you would like to make

Step 3: Click ‘Submit a report’

Step 4: Fill out the form

Step 5: Click “Report it”

You should receive a confirmation email following your submission. Some-
one from the city will be in contact with you throughout the process to ensure 
your request was completed. 

If you have problems filling out the form check out this video on the city’s 
Facebook page: https://bit.ly/howtoservicereq If you are still experiencing 
issues call 801-569-5174. 

Pulling Weeds for Cash??
Did you know you can earn money pulling weeds along the Jordan River?
The Jordan River Commission is offering a $2 per pound “bounty” for the 

removal of puncturevine, aka “goathead”. They’re the little buggers that are 
notorious for getting stuck in bike tires and dog paws.

Participants can register here: 
jordanrivercommission.com/wanted-puncturevine/

File a Service Request online –  
5 easy steps

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S
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