
JANUARY 2020

I want to start this new year 
with a thank you. Thank you for 
trusting me, for giving me the 
privilege of serving as your new 
Mayor. I’m grateful for the oppor-
tunity to embark on this journey 
with you and look forward to our 
next four years. 

I came to the City of West 
Jordan more than two decades 

ago. Over the years, I’ve trusted this city with some of the most 
important things in my life. 

I raised my family here. All six of my children had the benefit 
of growing up in West Jordan, making life-long friends as they 
attended our area’s public schools. I am proud of the adults they 
have become and I am so grateful for their love and support as I 
enter into this new role as a full-time public servant. 

I understand the role that our city plays in economic de-
velopment. I’ve been a small business owner for more than 30 
years. Working as an entrepreneur has provided me with great 
insight into not only the role local government plays in econom-
ic development, but also the importance of hard work, going the 
extra mile and providing customers with outstanding service.

As a Councilmember for four years, I’ve long recognized 
that residents are the city’s customer and I want to put your first. 
That’s why one of the key campaign promises I made was to 
make our city more responsive to you – the residents. 

I’ve been working long hours since the election, meeting 
with city staff, residents and thoughtful advisors to ensure that 
I am well-versed in all the critical touch points our city has with 
you. And yet, I know there is far more to learn. 

I’d like to invite you to share your thoughts on ways the 
city could improve. You can reach out to me via email mayor@
westjordan.utah.gov or set up an appointment for an in person 
chat. My office is open. 

Together, I know we can make a difference in ensuring that 
our city works for you. 

I look forward to working with you and for you. May this 
new year bring you and your family health and happiness. 

Mayor Dirk Burton

To set up a meeting with Mayor Burton,  
please call 801-569-5100.

Guardian Angels Dressed in Neon Yellow
Paid for by the City of West Jordan

“No two streets are the same,” said Cindy 
Jacobsen.

Jacobsen is the Crossing Guard Supervisor 
for West Jordan City. She knows a thing, or two, 
about crossing guards because she worked as 
one for a few decades. Today, she supervises 
close to 100 crossing guards in the city. Those 
100 people help thousands of children get to 
and from school almost every weekday. 

“These people are putting their lives on the 
line to keep your children safe,” Jacobsen said. 
“They’re not doing this for the money, they’re 
doing it for the kids.”

Last year the City of West Jordan decided to 
pay their crossing guards more money. But, even 
with that increase, Jacobsen says few people 
choose to stand out in the cold for hours. 

As the weather continues to get colder, 
Jacobsen wants to remind drivers to please take 
it slow. 

“When you see those yellow lights flashing, 
slow down and pay attention,” Jacobsen said. 

Jacobsen says as a crossing guard, you get 
to know the children as if they are your own. 
She now has adults come up to her who rec-
ognize her as their crossing guard when they 
were children. 

“Crossing guards are like guardian angels,” 
Jacobsen said. “They’re not dressed in white, 
but they’re out there and you can depend on 

them to keep your loved ones safe.”
Jacobsen is always looking for more people 

to serve as substitutes for when a guard calls 
out. She says if you’re outgoing or feel like a kid 
at heart, this job is for you.

“It is addicting,” Jacobsen laughed. “You 
feed off the energy from these children, you 
feel needed.”

If you’re interested in becoming a crossing 
guard, you can apply online at: 
westjordan.utah.gov.

Call for Volunteers
This Year, Resolve to Get Involved and Help Strengthen Your Community
Several West Jordan City Committees have 
openings. If you have a little time and a 
desire to make a difference – we need you! 

• Events Committee
• Healthy West Jordan Committee
• Parks & Open Lands
• Sustainability Committee
• Western Stampede Committee

For more information, contact 
Heather Everett at Heather.Everett@
WestJordan.Utah.gov or visit the city 
website committee volunteer page at 
WestJordan.Utah.gov/committees.

Cindy Jacobsen, West Jordan 
Crossing Guard Supervisor
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A local salon that treats customers like family, since 2001. You can find Trimz at 
1751 West and 7800 South, just off redwood road. When you walk in the door, you’ll 
hear blow dryers and music, but above all of that you’ll hear laughter. Owner, Mary, 
sees her employees and clients as family. There are words she likes to live by which 
you can find permanently posted on 
the salon wall. It reads: “In this salon… 
We do teamwork. We do respect. Punc-
tuality & laughter. We do friendship. We 
talk & listen. We do fabulous things.”

The salon offers cuts, colors, styles, 
waxing, and manicures. Even the 
Big Man in Red is a customer. Stylist, 
Kristen Willden, spruced up Santa’s 
beard before his big night at West 
Jordan City Hall. 

Mary is looking to expand the 
family and find new stylists. If you’re 
interested call her at 801-255-3181. 
To be featured in the Small Business 
Spotlight contact:

 marie.titze@westjordan.utah.gov 

HOW FOUR PLASTIC WHEELS AND LESS-THAN FIVE OUNCES OF 
WOOD IS CREATING MORALE FOR WEST JORDAN EMPLOYEES

There are three things that help a pinewood derby car win; shape, speed, and 
weight. But, if you ask West Jordan City employees, who participate in an annual 
pinewood derby, they would be sure to add heart to that list as well. 

Tom McOmie works in the city’s Public Works Department, he started the annu-
al Pinewood Derby back in 2014. 

“Morale seemed kind of low among the employees,” McOmie said. “I thought 
something like this would boost up morale and be a team-exercise experience.”

What started as a smaller team-exercise experience has grown over the past 
five years. Back in September of 2014, there were 18 cars in the race, this year 
there were 52. 

“Yeah, at first a lot of people thought it was kind of nerdy,” McOmie laughed. 
“But now people get really into it, they know how fun it is. It’s great to see every-
one’s creative and competitive side.” 

It isn’t just about winning the derby, it’s about showing off your car. At this 
year’s race creativity wasn’t lacking. Along with an overall winner, employees also 
go to vote on the coolest looking car and the best paint job. 

“Some people spend a month designing their car at home, others spend may-
be a week,” McOmie said. 

In the 2019 Pinewood Derby there was a car shaped like an old colonial boat, a 
car made from glass marbles and metal, and cars shaved so thin you could hardly 
see them on the track. 

To qualify for the race, your car needs to meet these important requirements:
• Width — 2 3/4”
• Length — 7”
• Weight — Not over 5 ounces
• Width between wheels — 1 3/4”
• Bottom clearance between car and track — 3/8”

Each car must pass an inspection, and if they don’t, the owner has until the 
race to fix whatever could get them disqualified. While all these rules may make 
the event sound a little harsh, it’s all in good fun. 

“I don’t know how to express it,” McOmie said. “It’s just a great way to see a 
different side of everybody, we all kind of let our guard down for a little while.” 

Small Business Spotlight: Trimz Salon

Pinewood Derby

Bad air days come as no surprise to Utahns when the temperatures start to drop. 
During the cold winter months, Utah experiences some of the worst air conditions 
in the entire country. 

That’s because of some-
thing called ‘Temperature 
Inversion.’ During the winter, 
the valleys along the Wasatch 
Front experience a weather 
phenomenon where a layer 
of warmer air overhead traps 
cooler air near the ground 
making it unable to mix, re-
sulting in bad air to settle and 
stick around. 

Now that we know what 
causes the inversion, how can 
we work toward fixing it?

Utah’s Division of Envi-
ronmental Quality asks that 
people limit their time outside as much as possible on visibly bad air days. Here are 
some steps you can take to breathe a little easier this winter.

• Limit your driving by carpooling or using public transit.
• Avoid idling your car for more than 30 seconds.
• Keep your car well-maintained by following the manufactures recommenda-

tions on routine maintenance checks.
• Pay attention to when it is a “mandatory no burn day.”
• Make energy-saving choices at home by lowering your thermostat a couple 

degrees.

The Season of Inversion – How to 
Breath a little Easier this Winter
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It’s getting more expensive to live in large 
cities and that has many families flocking to 
smaller or mid-sized cities to get more bang for 
their buck. Finance tech company, SmartAsset, 
has ranked West Jordan among America’s most 
livable mid-sized cities. 

To find the results, researchers compared 
eight metrics: 

• Gini coefficient: a statistical measurement of 
income inequality.

• Median home value change: percentage 
change in median home values from 2014 
through 2018.

• Percentage of residents below the poverty line.
• Unemployment rate.
• Percent of residents without health insurance.
• Average commute time.

Researchers first ranked each city in every 
metric, then found each city’s average ranking, 
giving each metric an equal weighting. They 
then used the average ranking to determine 
a final score. In the end, researchers ranked 
West Jordan at number 17 on the list, tied with 
Bellevue, Washington. 

SO, WHAT MAKES  
A MID-SIZED CITY?

A variety of economic factors including pop-
ulation above 100,000, excluding the 100 largest 
cities in the country. In 2019, 226 cities fell under 
SmartAsset’s definition of mid-sized cities.

In 2018 SmartAsset listed West Jordan as 
number 21 on its list of most livable mid-sized 
cities in the country. 

West Jordan Named One of the  
Most Livable Mid-Sized Cities in the U.S.



F E B RUARY

1
DOCUMENT SHRED & 
E-WASTE RECYCLING

City Hall West Parking Lot 
8000 S 1825 West 

10 a.m. – noon 

JAN UARY

30
“WAY TO A BETTER LIFE” 

CONTEST KICK OFF

Gene Fullmer  
Recreation Center 

8015 S 2200 W., 5:30-8 p.m.

JAN UARY

24
CITY COUNCIL  

ANNUAL STRATEGIC 
PLANNING SESSION

The City of West Jordan
8000 S. Redwood Rd., 
West Jordan, UT 84088
(801) 569-5100
www.wjordan.com

West Jordan Police Dept.
8040 S. Redwood Rd.
West Jordan, Utah 84088
801-256-2000  
801-840-4000 Dispatch

Join the conversation! 
West Jordan – City Hall
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F E B RUARY

4
PLANNING  

COMMISSION

City Hall 
8000 S. Redwood Rd. 

6 p.m.

JAN UARY

7
PLANNING  

COMMISSION

City Hall 
8000 S. Redwood Rd. 

6 p.m.

JAN UARY

1
NEW YEAR’S DAY

CITY HALL  
OFFICES CLOSED 

JAN UARY

20
MARTIN LUTHER  

KING JR DAY

CITY OFFICES  
CLOSED

AL L  JAN UARY

1-31
CHRISTMAS TREE  

PICK-UP 

Curbside on regular  
trash collection day

JAN UARY

8
CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING

City Hall Council Chambers 
8000 S. Redwood Rd. 

5:30 p.m.

JAN UARY

22
CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING

City Hall Council Chambers 
8000 S. Redwood Rd. 

5:30 p.m.

JAN UARY

21
PLANNING  

COMMISSION

City Hall 
8000 S. Redwood Rd. 

6 p.m.

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S
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Data Center Breaks Ground, Expected 
to Bring Jobs to West Jordan

Leading data center, Aligned Energy, broke ground in West Jordan, 
Utah this fall at 3333 West and 9000 South. The center credits it’s expan-
sion in the city to a new customer and a demand for adaptable, scalable 
data center infrastructure in the Western technology hub. Aligned 
Energy is an infrastructure technology company that offers adaptable 
colocation and build-to-scale solutions to cloud, enterprise and man-
aged service providers. 

“We are happy to see Aligned Energy’s expansion in West Jordan. 
The Company’s decision to further invest in our city shows confidence in 
West Jordan’s growing economy and workforce,” says West Jordan City 
Mayor Jim Riding. “We are proud to partner with this leading data center 
that will bring new job opportunities for citizens, allowing them to live 
and work in West Jordan.” 

According to 451 research, Utah ranks 2nd in the nation and 3rd in 
the world for the fastest internet connectivity speeds, with an extensive 
fiber infrastructure. This latest expansion announcement may be just 
another step in attracting leading businesses to West Jordan.

“Aligned continues to set  — and achieve — aggressive speed-to-
market targets, most recently in Ashburn, and now in Salt Lake County 
with our latest greenfield deployment,” says Andrew Schaap, CEO of 
Aligned Energy. “Expected to complete in Q1 2020, our second West Jor-
dan facility will provide adaptable, efficient and sustainable data center 
infrastructure to enable enhanced availability, performance and scale for 
customers’ growing cloud and application workloads in the region.”

The building is expected to be complete in spring of 2020. 
For more information on Aligned Energy visit:  
www.alignedenergy.com

Utah ranks near the top of the list every 
year when it comes to charitable giving and 
volunteering. This year is no different, if you’re 
looking for ways to give back to your local 
community here is a list of organizations and 
charities that benefit Utahns in need. 

1. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Utah
What they do: Support youth in the 
community by offering a one-on-one 
mentoring model.
How you can help: Donate your time, 
money, or used clothes, toys and small 
household items.
Learn more at bbbsu.org

2. Habitat for Humanity: Salt Lake Valley 
What they do: Work with the community 
to build and rehabilitate homes for 
families with low incomes.
How you can help: Donate sweat equity, 
volunteer hours or money.
Learn more at HabitatSaltLake.com 

3. The Road Home
What they do: Help people step out 
of homelessness and back into our 
community by providing shelter, services, 
case management, and housing.
How you can help: It only takes $17 
to shelter one person for one night—
give money or volunteer your time by 
reading to children or being an on-call 
language interpreter. 
Learn more at TheRoadHome.org

4. The Salvation Army
What they do: Run charity shops, operate 
shelters for the homeless, provide disaster 
relief and humanitarian aid to developing 
countries.
How you can help: Donate money, goods 
and clothing or become a fundraiser to 
support a cause that is important to you. 
Learn more at satruck.org

5. Utah Food Bank
What they do: Distribute millions of meals 
to Utahns every year. Work with the 
community to fight hunger statewide.
How you can help: Give food, host a food 
drive, donate your time by scheduling 
online, or give money-- $1 turns into $7.34 in 
goods and services for Utahns facing hunger.
Learn more at UtahFoodBank.org

6. Utah Humane Society
What they do: Shelters homeless animals, 
works to ensure every healthy and 
treatable pet that enters the facility will be 
placed into a loving home.
How you can help: Volunteer your time to 
walk and play with the animals, foster a pet, 
donate food or cat litter, or donate cash.
Learn more at UtahHumane.org 

Giving Back for the Holidays –  
How to Donate in Utah


