
Celebrating Independence Day Safely 
 
 
The month of July brings Independence Day (and Pioneer day for Utahns), warm weather, and fireworks. 
The beehive state has been ranked one of the driest states in the nation, so when warm weather and 
fireworks come together, they pose a huge danger.  
 
West Jordan Fire Chief Derek Maxfield has 20-plus years of experience fighting fires. He says, for the 
most part, West Jordan residents do a pretty good job of following the rules and being responsible when 
it comes to fireworks, but there is always room for improvement; especially when it comes to safety. 
 
“We in the fire department enjoy celebrating our country and our freedoms, just like everyone else, and 
look forward to the family gatherings, barbecues, and other traditions that go along with the 4th and 24th 
of July,” said Chief Maxfield. “However, we have also seen first-hand the devastation fire can cause and 
know how dangerous it can be when people are irresponsible or careless. Unfortunately, in a matter of 
seconds or minutes, a fun-filled celebration can turn into a terrible tragedy and we don’t want that for 
anyone.” 
 
More people may have plans to hold their own firework shows, as COVID-19 has forced several cities in 
the state to cancel their annual firework displays. The West Jordan Fire Department will have extra 
crews, equipment, and engines on-hand to respond to any emergencies that could happen as a result of 
residents setting of their own fireworks. 
 
“We also have mutual aid agreements in place with the other fire departments in the valley and provide 
assistance to each other as needed,” Chief Maxfield explained. 
 
Even if you do take all the precautions to prevent a fire, do you know what to do if one actually ignites? 
Chief Maxfield says there is a list of steps you need to follow to keep everyone safe. 
 
“Get yourself and everyone else out of harm’s way and then call 911. It’s tempting to want to try and 
extinguish the fire yourself, and in some cases that may be appropriate, but fire grows in size so rapidly 
that it doesn’t take long for it to exceed the capabilities of your average garden hose or extinguisher. 
The best thing to do is keep everyone away and get the fire department coming as soon as possible.” 
 
For more information on firework restrictions in the City of West Jordan, visit: 
https://www.westjordan.utah.gov/firemarshal 


