
Getting to know one of West Jordan’s K9 Handlers – how five dogs help keep 
our community safe.  
 
Officer Brett McMullin has worked 
for the City of West Jordan for six 
years, before that he worked as an 
animal control officer. 
 
“I’ve actually wanted to be K9 
handler my whole life,” said Officer 
McMullin. “I always wanted to be a 
police officer and I’ve always liked 
dogs, so I figured what better way 
than to do both things at the same 
time?” 
 
In his six years at the station, Officer 
McMullin has handled two different 
dogs, both in age and personality. 
Hank was seven years old when he 
retired, and Trigger is a three-year-
old Belgian Malinois who is eager to 
learn. 
 
“He’s a lot of fun, he has a lot of 
energy, and just like any other dog 
Trigger loves jumping and loves playing,” said Officer McMullin.  
 
K9 officers have to go through hours of intense training before becoming certified and getting a 
chance to work out in the field. After basic training, which mostly consists of teaching the dogs 
to be obedient, these animals have to go through nearly 1,000 more hours of work.  
 
“Here in West Jordan, we have four K9 handlers and five dogs. Trigger is a dual-purpose dog 
which means he does what we call patrol work, where he tracks down bad guys, but he also 
does narcotic work, so he’s certified in finding drugs as well,” said Officer McMullin.  
 
For these K9 officers, their work is everything. They know when it’s time to be serious and time 
to be obedient. But much like humans, they also like to let loose and enjoy some time with 
family, too.  
 
“He’s actually a really friendly dog, unless it’s time to be serious. At home Trigger plays fetch 
with my kids, steals their toys and chases them around the yard,” Officer McMullin laughed.  
 



Trigger’s handler says he even gets along with two other dogs at home. In the eye of the public, 
Trigger does look like any other dog. But unlike those other dogs he has a job to do to keep our 
community safe. 
 
“At the end of the day, these dogs are our family. They go home with us, play with our kids, 
they’re basically just another kid to us. It’s a great part of the job.” Said Officer McMullin. 
 
If you’re interested in becoming a West Jordan Police Officer visit: 
https://selfservice.wjordan.com/MSS/employmentopportunities/default.aspx 
 


