
Salt Lake County announces Impact Grant Program, offers financial help to small 
businesses impacted by COVID-19.  
 
Businesses in Salt Lake County are back open now, but that wasn’t the case just one 
month ago. With little to no knowledge of COVID-19, state lawmakers forced all 
business owners to close their doors. Now, those businesses have reopened, and while 
they’re welcoming back customers, they are still being met with the financial burdens 
the state-wide closure caused. 
 
“Back in early March when we assembled in Unified Command we came together, we 
were working on health, we were trying to figure out what the coronavirus is, but we 
realized very, very early on that our economy had tanked,” said Salt Lake County 
Mayor, Jenny Wilson. 
 
A deteriorating economy was the case for many states in the U.S., pushing federal 
lawmakers to establish the CARES Act, providing $150 billion in Coronavirus relief 
funding. Those monies were provided to State, Local, and Tribal Governments.  
 
“There's been quite a bit of aid on the Federal and State level that's targeted critical 
vulnerabilities during COVID-19 however, we've been really concerned about small 
businesses, that we know have been slipping through the cracks, and have really been 
left behind,” said Dina Blaes, Director of Salt Lake County Regional Development.  
 
Mayor Jenny Wilson announced a portion of the CARES act monies, given to the 
county, would go toward SBIG, or the Small Business Impact Grant.  
 
“We felt a critical component was a portion of those funds being used for a grant 
program,” said Blaes. “It would be the most effective way for us to inject money back 
into the economy and to support those businesses that are really the engine of Salt 
Lake County’s economy.”  
 
As businesses continue to assess the economic impact of COVID-19, the county is 
looking to provide targeted support for both short-term and long-term recovery, 
rewarding one-time grant payments of up to $35,000. Businesses must be eligible, by 
meeting these guidelines: 
 

- Be based in Salt Lake County 
- Employ fewer than 100 employees 
- Have not already received federal, state, or local COVID-19 financial aid 
- Provide documents verifying your financial loss 
- Have operated prior to January 1, 2020 
- Be primary industries impacted directly by public health order closures. Details 

can be found here: http://slco.org/covid-19/economy/grants/ in the FAQ section. 
 
“We know that there’s still some listening we need to do,” said Mayor Jenny Wilson. 
“We have to remember that our communities who have been hit the hardest with the 



health pandemic cannot also be the same communities who feel forgotten when it 
comes to financial aid.”  
 
Businesses can apply online, if you need help filling out the application there is a hotline 
you can call: (385) 468-4011. The Business Relief Hotline has real people answering 
who are ready to respond to your questions. Visit http://slco.org/covid-
19/economy/grants/ for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


