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“No act of kindness, 
no matter how small, 
is ever wasted,” is an 
adage attributed to a 
Greek storyteller named, 
Aesop. It’s as true now, 
as it was when he re-
leased his famous fables 
in 600 B.C.

The third full week 
of February is known as 
random acts of kindness 
week, it encourages 

people to change schools, the workplace, families, 
and society through kindness. 

An act of kindness can go unseen, but social 
media makes it so some of those acts don’t go 
unnoticed. For example, I’ve seen recent posts from 
West Jordan Police officers who have helped resi-
dents with spontaneous flat tires and West Jordan 
Fire fighters who start washing dishes in a home 
they have just responded to. Now, imagine all the 
acts we don’t see on social media. 

Being kind has no sense of measurement. You 
can provide a stranger a meal or allow someone in 
your lane while driving. Both acts are good for your 
heart, boost your self-esteem and, in the end, make 
you a happier person.

Other ways to offer thoughtful gestures of 
kindness include; shoveling your neighbor’s 
driveway, moving your car off the street after a 
snowstorm, and supporting local businesses in 
West Jordan. 

I encourage all of us to do a kind act, no matter 
the month, no matter the time. I’m always looking 
for ways to brighten someone’s day or lighten their 
load. We must all work together to make our neigh-
borhoods, our city, and our state a better place. 
Let’s make kindness the norm.

Sincerely,

Mayor Dirk Burton

West Jordan Woman Gives One  
of the Greatest Gifts- Life 

Paid for by the City of West Jordan

Drea Richardson doesn’t call herself a hero but 
after hearing the sacrifices this military veteran, 
mother, and West Jordan resident has made— you 
may disagree with her.

Richardson’s cousin Destiny was born with a met-
abolic disorder. 

“We’ve always known she was sick,” Richardson 
explained. “She was diagnosed at just four days old.”

Destiny is just under two-years-old now. The rare 
disorder she has makes it so her body can’t break 
down essential nutrients. She needed a new liver, de-
spite being too young to even make it on the trans-
plant list. Destiny’s mother made the heartbreaking 
announcement on Facebook near the end of 2019. 

“She posted that Destiny needed a liver trans-
plant,” Richard said. “She never asked anybody to be 
tested, it was just letting everyone know what was 
going on and asking for prayers.” 

When Richardson saw the post, she said she felt 
sad but hopeful that someone would step up to the 
plate. Little did she know, just weeks later, she would 
be the one up to bat.

“Our family is so close, and you know I thought I 
might be a match. I’m going to throw my hat in the 
ring.” Richardson said.

Throwing that hat in the ring was just the begin-
ning of Richardson’s long journey. In the next few 
weeks, she would answer a questionnaire, get in-

terviewed, undergo bloodwork and then make her 
way to Colorado, where her cousin Destiny lives. The 
further along Richardson got, the more confident 
she was a match.

After a two-day process consisting of MRIs, CT 
scans, EKGs, X-Rays, and more bloodwork, Richardson 
finally got the news she was waiting to hear. She was 
a match and she didn’t waste any time telling Desti-
ny’s mother the news. 

“I was actually still at work when I made the call,” 
Richardson said. “The doctors asked if they should 
call Destiny’s mom or if I should, I was like no way, I’m 
going to tell her!”

One-fifth of Richardson’s liver was given to Desti-
ny. Both are making quick recoveries and Richardson 
says she’d do it all over again if she had to. 

“If someone needs something and we can 
help, why not do it? Why not be the match?” 
Richardson said.

Donating an organ can be a difficult decision for 
some, but Richardson says it is lifechanging when it’s 
all over. Richardson says there was a powerful quote 
from Albert Einstein that helped push her through 
this journey. It reads: “Only a life lived for others is a 
life worthwhile.”

February 14th is National Organ Donor Day. To 
register visit: OrganDonor.gov
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2020 brings new leadership and a new form of government for the City 
of West Jordan. On January 6th five new councilmembers and the city’s first 
strong-mayor were sworn in to office. In 2017, residents voted to adopt a may-
or-council form, or ‘strong mayor’ form of government. Mayor Dirk Burton says 
he’s optimistic about the direction the West Jordan is taking.

“As a Councilmember for four years, I’ve long recognized that residents are the 
city’s customer. That’s why one of the key campaign promises I made was to make 
our city more responsive the residents – a promise I can live up to as the first May-
or of West Jordan to manage city government on a day-to-day basis,” he said.

The new leadership sworn in are Mayor-elect Dirk burton and Coun-
cilmembers Chris McConnehey, Kelvin Green, Melissa Worthen, Zach Jacob, 
and David Pack.

 Scott Hammer is employed by West Jordan City’s 
Public Works Department in the fleet division.

“Our job is to take care of all the equipment,” Hammer 
said.  “Anything that has a motor that the city owns.”

Anything with a motor means; fire trucks and 
ambulances, all the way down to street sweepers and 
lawnmowers. Hammer started working for the city back 
in 2001, as a seasonal worker. Three months later a full-
time position opened, and Hammer snagged it.

“People give up early,” Hammer said.
But Hammer isn’t talking about letting a good job 

pass you by, he’s talking about a hobby he picked up 
just a few years ago. When Hammer isn’t shuttling or 
licensing cars, he’s painting.

“I’ve only been painting since 2016 and I’ve prob-
ably painted about 150 paintings,” Hammer said. “I’ll 
find something that interests me, find a photograph 
and go for it.”

But it wasn’t always that easy for Hammer. Trial and 
error are something every human endures, and it was 
no different for him.

“The first time I tried it I went down to Walmart and 
bought primary colors, a little pallet, some brushes and 
canvas boards,” Hammer said.

In less than an hour, he became disgruntled and 
gave up.

“I thought…  this is a disaster,” Hammer said. “I 
crumpled the thing up, threw it in the garbage and 
threw the rest in a little shoebox.”

A few months passed and a co-worker’s photo of a 
rock formation, taken during a trip to Southern Utah, 
sparked an interest in art for Hammer once again.

“I got it done and I was happy with it,” Hammer said. 
“I put it in a nice frame and gave it to him because he’s 
a good support for me.”

When Hammer isn’t at home with his wife, he’s 
changing oil and checking brakes on vehicles at the 
city’s Public Works building. He and many other me-
chanics spend their day in a large garage with several 
bays filled with snow plows and city vehicles. The men 
consider themselves more than just co-workers or em-
ployees, they’re friends, they’re family, and for Hammer, 
they are an entire support system.

“I’ll take a finished painting to the shop with a big 
sheet over it,” Hammer said. “The guys call it the art 
show. It’s a good comradery for the crew.”

Out of the 150 paintings Hammer has completed, 
he’s given 50 to 60 away to family and friends, many 
of whom work beside him every day. So, when he was 
asked to help touch up a military memorial in Veterans 
Memorial Park, he quickly agreed.

“Scott possesses an amazing work ethic and is al-
ways willing to help anyone when the need arises,” said 
Public Works Director, Brian Clegg. 

“I was asked to do it and thought it’s something 

good for the community,” Hammer said.
It wasn’t just all for the community though, Hammer 

has two sons who served in the Marine Corps. It took 
him two days to touch up the paint. His work did not go 
unnoticed, Hammer said a couple of veterans came by 
telling him about their time serving in the military. They 
also gave their two-cents on Hammer’s progress so far.

“They said boy that sure looks nice… but I’m not 
gonna mention that drip of paint,” Hammer said laugh-
ing. “I told them I’m not done, I’m not done.”

Hammer said he didn’t want to overstep on what 
was originally painted.

“I went into it respecting it and being patient,” Ham-
mer said. “For the city, for the veterans and for my kids. 
I’m really proud of them.”

If you’re interested in purchasing one of Hammer’s 
American Motorcycles calendars go to ebay.com and 
search ‘2020 Harley Davidson Motorcycle Calendar.’

Oath of Office – Welcome  
your New Representatives 

West Jordan City Public Works Mechanic has a Knack for Fine Art
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Born in Salt Lake City, Kent Bingham 
Sheffield is a Utahn through-and-through. 
Don’t miss the chance to see his beauti-
ful paintings up close. Bingham Sheffield 
retired in West Jordan, enjoying his sun-
room, painting, and family until his death in 
February 2019.

The Schorr Gallery is open 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, and is located 
on the third floor of West Jordan City Hall, 
8000 South Redwood Road.

A newly-opened Filipino restau-
rant in West Jordan is already 
making headlines. BFF Turon is 
owned and operated by four wom-
en. They told the Salt Lake Tribune 
that they are focused on bringing 
the food of their heritage to the 
Wasatch Front. Recently, their Bicol 
Express combo meal was named 
one of the best dishes from new 
Utah restaurants in 2019 by the 
Tribune. The dish is served warm 
over steamed rice in a combo 
meal, which includes rice noodles, 
vegetables, chicken, and pork. The 
restaurant has four-and-a-half stars 
on Yelp with guests raving about 
huge portions and egg rolls. To try 
for yourself, visit the restaurant at 
8860 S. Redwood Road. 

To be featured in our Small 
Business Spotlight email:  
marie.titze@westjordan.utah.gov.

In January, employees with the City of West 
Jordan were privileged to present two breakout 
sessions at a heavily attended conference. Peo-
ple in attendance traveled as far away as Swe-
den, Finland, Jordan, and Australia, in total there 
were more than 1,200 people there.

In one of the sessions, employees presented 
West Jordan’s service request app that 
allows residents to connect and report 
problems in the city with just a few clicks. 

“Our program creates a work order 
that goes directly to the correct depart-
ment,” said GIS Administrator Clint Hutch-
ings. “We cut out the middle man.”

Residents can use this service to report 
anything from potholes to stray animals. A 
photo can also be submitted with the re-
port, allowing citizens to provide as much 
information as possible. 

The City of West Jordan is the first in 
the country to interact directly with the 
work order system and asset manage-
ment system.

“I’m extremely proud of our group,” said 
Hutchings. “There are a zillion service requests 
out there but ours is special. Being able to tie this 
software in with software we already have also 
saved the city money.”

You can find the tool at westjordan.utah.gov/
service-request.

If you’ve ever driven a car, chances are you’ve at least seen a pothole before. The holes in 
the ground can be ruthless, putting any tire at risk of a flat. Let’s get scientific and talk about 
how these potholes form. 

Potholes are caused by the expansion and contraction of ground water, after the water 
enters the ground under the pavement. Freezing temperatures become the perfect ingredient 
for that water to freeze and expand. This makes the road bend and crack, ultimately leaving a 
big gap behind. 

West Jordan City crews are no stranger to potholes, they fill about 1,400 of them every 
year. In order to prevent potholes from 
forming in the first place, crews overlay 
and repave city streets each year. But, 
with more than 800 miles of streets, and 
a limited asphalt budget, it’s anticipated 
that some of those cracks will be missed. 

To report a pothole, contact Pub-
lic Works by emailing publicworks@
wjordan.com, submitting a form online 
at westjordan.utah.gov, or calling 801-
569-5700.

West Jordan Public Works Operations 
respond to pothole reports within two 
working days after receiving the notifi-
cation. If the pothole is dangerous or is 
causing problems with traffic, crews will 
respond immediately. 

Kent Bingham Sheffield Artwork 
Up for Display in Schorr Gallery

Small Business Spotlight— 
BFF Turon

West Jordan GIS Specialists & Public Works  
Staff Present at Worldwide Cityworks Conference

Do Your Tires a Favor– 
How to Report Potholes
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The City of West Jordan
8000 S. Redwood Rd., 
West Jordan, UT 84088
(801) 569-5100
www.wjordan.com

West Jordan Police Dept.
8040 S. Redwood Rd.
West Jordan, Utah 84088
801-256-2000  
801-840-4000 Dispatch
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West Jordan – City Hall
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