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I. BACKGROUND 
 
The proposed ordinance will amend Chapter 13 “Landscape Requirements” of 2009 City Code.  
The landscape ordinance was last revised in 2010.  The 2010 ordinance was created in cooperation 
with Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District (JVWCD).  The 2010 ordinance focused more on 
water saving plants and some conservation practices.  The proposed ordinance will be adopting 
the most recent water efficiency standards from JVWCD.  A large portion of the current ordinance 
will be retained but the proposed ordinance will focus on water conservation through limiting plant 
types in park strips, further reducing turf use and by adopting the Localscapes of JVWCD.  It is 
vital that the city amend the landscape ordinance to conserve as much water as possible (through 
a landscape ordinance).  The contract renewal with JVWCD requires adoption of their water 
efficiency standards for the city to maintain the lower tier water rates from JVWCD.     
 
II. GENERAL INFORMATION & ANALYSIS 
 
The proposed ordinance will adopt the water efficiency standards of JVWCD and other water 
saving landscape practices. The ordinance will be amended by adopting the following. 

• The title will be changed to “Water Efficient Landscaping Requirements.” 
• The purpose and focus will focus on aesthetics under the overarching theme of water 

efficiency and conservation.  
• Exempts city owned and maintained properties from the ordinance because they have their 

own standards and a parks department’s mission is different than regulating development 
landscaping.   

• Adds references.   
• Adds section focused on specifically the waste of water regardless of when the landscaping 

was installed.  
• Enhances soil preparation and retention requirements. 
• Increases planting bed requirements from 40% to 50% plantings with a 75% plant 

coverage at maturity.  Evaporation is reduced greatly by plants shading the soil.   
• Remove the requirement for a landscape worksheet.  Without a water audit the sheets are 

not effective.  The more stringent requirements of the proposed ordinance will result in 
water conservation without the need for the additional paperwork.   

• Require that spray sprinklers be the high efficiency type.  
• 13-13-6 (2 through 13) are JVWCD water efficiency standards.  13-13-6 (C) are JVWCD 

soil prep guidelines. 
• Adds requirement that selected trees shall be species and varieties that will thrive in West 

Jordan.   
• 13-13-6 (E) are JVWCD tree selection requirements. 
• Limits turf to 20% of area down from 25%.  Adds exemptions to turf maximums.   
• Prohibits use of weed mat. 
• Prohibits turf in park strips.   
• Adds additional park strip requirements. 
• Adds JVWCD Localscapes as a requirement for new residential development.  
• Adds requirement that home builders will have one model home using water efficiency 

and Localscapes design.   
• Clarifies tree encroachment into ROW. 
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III. FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
Section 13-7-D-7B, requires that prior to making a positive recommendation to the City Council 
for a Zoning Ordinance text amendment, the Planning Commission must make the following 
findings: 
 
Criteria 1: The proposed amendment conforms to the general plan and is consistent with the 

adopted goals, objectives and policies described therein; 
 

Discussion: The General Plan supports revisions of ordinances as needed. 
 

Finding:  The proposed amendment conforms to the General Plan and is consistent 
with the adopted goals, objectives and policies described therein. 
 

Criteria 2: The proposed amendment is appropriate given the context of the request and 
there is sufficient justification for a modification to this title; 

 
Discussion:  The proposed amendment will add additional water conservation and 
efficiency standards. 
 
Finding:  The proposed amendment is appropriate given the context of the request 
and there is sufficient justification for a modification to this title. 
 

Criteria 3: The proposed amendment will not create a conflict with any other section or part 
of this title or the general plan;  

  
Discussion:  The proposed amendment will not create any conflicts with any other 
sections of the 2009 City Code.   

 
Finding:  The proposed amendment will not create a conflict with any other section 
or part of the Municipal Code or the General Plan.  

 
Criteria 4: The proposed amendment does not relieve a particular hardship, nor does it 

confer any special privileges to a single property owner or cause, and it is only 
necessary to make a modification to this title in light of corrections or changes in 
public policy.  

 
Discussion:  The draft ordinance as written will have city wide application and will 
not relieve a particular hardship or grant special privileges to any one person or 
entity.   

 
Finding:  The proposed amendment does not relieve a particular hardship, nor does 
it confer any special privileges to a single property owner or cause, and it is only 
necessary to make a modification to this title(s) in light of corrections or changes 
in public policy. 
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IV. ATTACHMENTS 
1. Ordinance with corrections. 
2. Clean version of ordinance. 
3. Definitions. 

 
 



CHAPTER 13 
WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION: 
13-13-1: Purpose and Scope 
13-13-2: Waste of Water Prohibited 
13-13-3: Fees and Submittals 
13-13-4: Approvals, Inspections and Bonding 
13-13-5: Landscape Preservation and Protection 
13-13-6: Materials and Standards 
13-13-7: Water Connection 
13-13-8: Park Strip Landscaping 
13-13-9: Parking Lot Landscaping 
13-13-10: Landscaped Buffers 
13-13-11: Special Landscape Standards for Specific Land Uses 
13-13-12: Landscape Maintenance 
13-13-13: Water Conservation 
 

13-13-1: PURPOSE AND SCOPE: 
A. Purpose: The purpose of this chapter is to regulate landscaping for new and redeveloped 

property in the city, regulate water use on landscaping in an efficient manner, conserve the 
public water resources, protect and enhance the community's environmental, economic, 
recreational and aesthetic resources by promoting efficient use of water, reducing water 
waste and establishing a process for design, installation and maintenance of water efficient 
landscaping.  

B. Scope and Application: 
1.   Applicability: 

a. This chapter applies to all new development and to building additions, expansions, 
changes of current use of the property. Landscaping and irrigation plans are required for 
all new development and with amended site plans.  In the case of building expansions or 
amended site plans only the expansion or amended area shall be required to meet the 
requirements of this chapter. Single-family and two-family residences are subject only to 
subsection 13-13-11B1 of this chapter.  

b. West Jordan City has adopted standards to regulate landscaping and irrigation of 
City owned property and is exempt from the regulations of this chapter. 
c. Common recreation open space and park areas constructed as part of a planned 
development or planned subdivision are exempt to the turf maximum of this chapter.  
This exemption does not apply to individual residential or commercial lots.   

   C.   References: 
1. Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District (JVWC) Water Efficiency Landscaping 

Standards.  (Insert link) 
2. Landscape and Irrigation Policies and Design Criteria April 2020 (Insert link) 
3. West Jordan Street tree list (Insert link) 
4. West Jordan recommended plant list. (Insert link) 



5. West Jordan noxious weeds list. (Insert link) 
6. Fire wise plants for Utah landscapes. (Insert link)  

 
13-13-2: WASTE OF WATER PROHIBITED:  
   A.   Waste of Water: Regardless of the age of a development (commercial, industrial, office or 
residential), water shall be properly used. Waste of water as defined in 13-13-2 of this Title is 
prohibited. 
   B.   Restricted Watering Time: Watering hours may be restricted by resolution of the city council 
as needed. 
 
13-13-3: FEES AND SUBMITTALS: 
   A.   Landscape, irrigation, summary data, as-built drawings and planting plans shall be submitted 
with final plans.  
   B.   Submittal: The applicant shall prepare and submit landscape plans, irrigation plans, 
worksheets of summary data and as built drawings as follows: 
1. Landscape Plans: All landscape plans shall be prepared by a "landscape designer", as defined 

in section 13-2-3 of this title, and shall contain the following information: 
         a.   The location of existing buildings and structures. 
         b.   The location, size and common names of all existing mature trees and significant 
vegetation, as defined in this chapter on the site and within adjacent rights of way, indicating plants 
that will be retained and those that will be removed. 
         c.   The location and dimensions of all proposed buildings and structures, property lines, 
easements, parking lots and drives, streets and rights of way, sidewalks, signs, dumpster 
enclosures, fences, and other site features as determined necessary by the zoning administrator. 
         d.   The location of all meters, lighting, fire hydrants and utility boxes in the right of way or 
on the property. 
         e.   Designation of "landscape zones", as defined in section 13-2-3 of this title, grouping 
plants with similar water needs. 
         f.   The location of all proposed plants and a plant schedule specifying the quantity, size, 
common name, botanical name, and spacing of all proposed plants. 
         g.   Existing and proposed landscape grading of the site indicating contours at two foot (2') 
intervals. Proposed berming shall be indicated using one foot (1') contour intervals. 
         h.   All existing and proposed fences and retaining walls on the site. 
         i.   The required amount of native topsoil or imported topsoil that is required to fill each 
landscape bed or area to a depth of the average depth of the native topsoil or to a depth of 8” 
whichever is greater. 
         j.   The average depth of the native topsoil of the site and the amount of topsoil in cubic yards 
that is to be excavated and retained on site for planting beds.  
        k.  Note on plans referencing what horticulture best practices, standards or procedures are 
being followed to assure culture, grouping, planting, and spacing of plant material.    
2. Irrigation Plans: All irrigation plans shall be prepared by an "irrigation designer", as defined 

in section 13-2-3 of this title. Irrigation plans shall be drawn at the same scale as the landscape 
plans and shall contain the following minimum information: 



a. Location of the intended point of connection to the public or private water supply, 
indicating size of connection, type of pipe, static water pressure (in psi), valves, backflow 
prevention device type and location, water meter locations and sizes, including separate 
water meter for irrigation system, and all other required equipment;  

b. Layout of the irrigation system and a legend summarizing the type and size of all major 
system components and irrigation heads, including manufacturer's name and model 
numbers.  

c.  Flow rate in gallons per minute and design operating pressure in psi for each valve. 
d. Precipitation rate in inches per hour for each irrigation zone.  
e. Indicate either a pressure regulation device or pressure regulated spray heads. 
f.   Show location of rain shutoff device and how connected to controller (wire or 

wireless). 
3. Summary Data Table: The licensed "landscape designer" shall insert the following table into 

the plan set:  
 
Total area of the site to be developed  
Total area and percentage of the site landscaped  
Total area and percentage of turf grass  
Total area and percentage of Landscape plants and 
planting beds 

 

Total area and percentage of park strip landscaping  
Total area and percentage of permeable areas with 
no planting, including mulch, gravel, grass pavers 

 

Total area of hardscape and percentage  
Total area and percentage of water conserving 
trees, shrubs, perennials, ornamental and ground 
cover species used 

 

Total number of trees to be planted  
Total area and percentage of parking lot 
landscaping 

 

Total number of parking lot trees  
The average depth of the native topsoil on the site.   
The amount of native topsoil removed and retained 
that is to be used for planting beds 

 

 
4. Minimum plant bed planting percent 50% and plant bed hardscape and mulch percent 50%.  

Fifty percent (50%) of the planting bed shall be in plants (required trees not included in this 
calculation).  The plant coverage requirements of this chapter means the percentage of plant 
cover of the fifty percent (example 50% of the bed area in plants times 75% coverage at 
maturity so a 100sq ft/.50%= 50sq ft/.75% = 37.5 sq ft coverage at maturity). This also 
applies to park strips.  This does not apply to parking lot landscaping.   

 



13-13-4: APPROVALS, INSPECTIONS AND BONDING: 
A. State License: The city may require proof of state licensure and any other qualifications 

outlined in the definitions within section 13-2-3 of this title.  
B. Scope of Inspections: The city or its contractors may perform site inspections at any time 

before, during or after the irrigation system and landscape installation and will require 
corrective measures if requirements of this chapter are not satisfied. Failure of the city to 
perform such inspection shall not be a waiver of enforcement of the requirements of this 
chapter. 

1.  Landscaping and irrigation inspection verifying that the landscaping and irrigation 
system was installed according to the approved plans shall be conducted by the City 
prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 

C. Compliance: The property owner shall complete any changes, upgrades or reinstallations 
needed to comply with city codes. 

D. Final Certificate: A final certificate of occupancy shall not be granted prior to completion of 
the required field inspection, and certification of design. 

E.   Cash Bond: 
1. Temporary occupancy of a building may be granted by the city. If the property owner 

desires to occupy a building or premises before landscaping or irrigation 
improvements are completed a cash bond or other approved financial instrument shall 
be made with the city according to section 13-1-9 (private projects) of this title and 
section 8-3C-2 (public improvements) of this code. The cash bond or other approved 
financial instrument shall be released when a final inspection has taken place and the 
building or site is issued a final certificate of occupancy from the city.   

 
13-13-5: LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION: 

A. Preservation Of Existing Plants: Existing mature trees over six inches (6") caliper 
measured at four feet (4') above grade and other significant vegetation, including wetland 
and riparian areas on the site or in the public right of way shall be identified on the 
landscape plans, and if feasible as determined by the city incorporated into the landscape 
design and be preserved and protected during construction.  

1. Existing trees that are preserved and incorporated into the landscape plan may be 
counted toward the minimum number of trees as specified in this chapter. Trees 
must be in healthy condition, not pruned in a way that renders the tree unsightly, 
obstructing the right-of-way or deformed and free of injury or significant damage 
to be counted. Any tree that is not preserved or is significantly damaged during 
construction shall be removed and replaced. 

2. Exception: Trees and plants listed on the city of West Jordan noxious weeds list 
are prohibited and shall not be counted as a usable tree.   

 
13-13-6: MATERIALS AND STANDARDS: 

A. Irrigation Systems.  
1. When landscaping is required, a permanent irrigation system shall be installed to help 

ensure survival of plants, unless the landscape plans specifically indicate that the plants 
will not require artificial irrigation for establishment or to remain healthy.   



a. All irrigation systems and components shall be selected and designed for the most 
efficient use of water. Micro spray, bubblers, deep root watering systems, high 
efficiency sprinkler heads and drip irrigation are required.  

b. To prevent water waste irrigation shall be designed and installed to prevent and 
mitigate overspray on to streets, sidewalks, driveways, fences, buildings and 
beyond the area requiring irrigation.  

2. Pressure Regulation. A pressure regulating valve shall be installed and maintained by the 
consumer if the static service pressure exceeds 80 pounds per square inch (psi). The 
pressure-regulating valve shall be located between the meter and the first point of water 
use, or first point of division in the pipe, and shall be set at the manufacturer's 
recommended pressure for the sprinklers.  

3. Irrigation Controller. Landscaped areas shall be provided with a Water Sense labeled smart 
irrigation controller which automatically adjusts the frequency and/or duration of irrigation 
events in response to changing weather conditions. All controllers shall be equipped with 
automatic rain delay or rain shut-off capabilities.  

4. Each valve shall irrigate a landscape with similar site, slope and soil conditions and plant 
materials with similar watering needs. Turf and non-turf areas shall be irrigated on separate 
valves. Drip emitters and sprinklers shall be placed on separate valves.  

5. Drip emitters or a bubbler shall be provided for each tree. Bubblers shall not exceed 1.5 
gallons per minute per device. Bubblers for trees shall be placed on a separate valve unless 
approved by the City due to the limited number of trees on the project site.  

6. Drip irrigation, micro sprays, deep rooted watering systems or bubblers shall be used to 
irrigate plants in non-turf areas.  

7. High efficiency sprinkler heads shall be at a minimum of four (4) inches in height to clear 
turf.  

8.  High efficiency sprinkler heads shall have matched precipitation rates with each control 
valve circuit.  

9.  High efficiency sprinkler heads shall be attached to rigid lateral lines with flexible material 
(swing joints) to reduce potential for breakage.  

10. Check valves shall be required where elevation differences cause low-head drainage. 
pressure compensating valves and sprinklers shall be required where a significant variation 
in water pressure occurs within the irrigation system due to elevation differences. 

11. Filters and end flush valves shall be provided for drip irrigation lines.  
12.  Valves with spray or stream sprinklers shall be scheduled to operate between 6 p.m. and 

10 a.m. to reduce water loss from wind and evaporation. 
13. Valves shall be programed for multiple repeat cycles where necessary to reduce runoff, 

particularly on slopes and soils with slow infiltration rates. 
 

B. Topsoil: Topsoil shall be amended to support the long term health of the landscape plants 
to a depth of 8”.  Planting areas shall be free of construction fill, road base, non-native 
gravel, subsoil and shall be replaced with a minimum of 8” of topsoil native to the site or 
imported topsoil that is equivalent to or better than what existed prior to excavation. 

C. Soil Preparation. Soil preparation will be suitable to provide healthy growing conditions 
for the plants and to encourage water infiltration and penetration. Soil preparation shall 
include scarifying the soil to a minimum depth of eight 8” inches and amending the soil 



with organic material as per specific recommendations of the Landscape 
Designer/Landscape Architect based on the soil conditions. In some cases, soil testing will 
provide additional recommendations for amending the soil.  

D. Trees: Not less than seventy five percent (75%) of trees specified on the landscape plan 
shall be water conserving species selected from the city of West Jordan recommended plant 
list.  Trees shall be used that have been proven to grow at the expected rate and that will 
thrive in West Jordan where they are planted.  Trees that will thrive in one area of West 
Jordan may not thrive in a different area of the city because of soil type, exposure, ground 
water levels etc.   Street trees in parking strips and parking lots shall be selected from the 
city of West Jordan street tree list. At planting, all deciduous trees shall have a minimum 
trunk size of one and one-half inches (1.5") in caliper at four feet (4') above grade and all 
evergreen trees shall have a minimum height of five feet (5'). Vegetation, organic mulch, 
or gravel shall be used around the base of trees and the trees shall be staked according to 
the size if the new tree to prevent toppling or wind damage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

E. Tree Selection. Tree species shall be selected based on growth characteristics and site 
conditions, including available space, overhead clearance, soil conditions, exposure, and 
desired color and appearance. Trees shall be selected as follows: 
1. Broad canopy trees shall be selected where shade or screening of tall objects is desired. 
2. Low-growing trees shall be selected for spaces under utility wires. 



3. Select trees from which lower branches can be trimmed to maintain a healthy 
growth habit where visual clearance and natural surveillance is a concern. 
4. Narrow or columnar trees shall be selected for small spaces, or where awnings 
or other building features limit growth, or where greater visibility is desired 
between buildings and the street for natural surveillance. 
5. Street trees shall be planted within existing and proposed park strips, and in 
sidewalk tree wells on streets without park strips. Tree placement shall provide 
canopy cover (shade) and avoid conflicts with existing trees, retaining walls, 
above and below ground utilities, lighting, and other obstructions. 

F. Shrubs, Herbaceous Perennial and Ground Cover Plants: Not less than seventy five percent 
(75%) of shrubs, herbaceous perennial and ground cover plants specified on the landscape 
plan shall be water conserving species, selected from the city of West Jordan recommended 
plant list.  Shrubs, Herbaceous Perennial and Ground Cover Plants shall be planted in a 
number that will result in seventy five (75%) surface coverage at maturity.    
1. All shrubs shall be two (2) gallon minimum and have a minimum height or spread of 

eighteen inches (18") depending on the plant's natural growth habit. 
2.  All perennials shall be one gallon minimum.  
3. Ground cover crowns, plugs or containers shall be in a number and spaced according 

to horticultural best practices and sufficiently by species to provide seventy five percent 
(75%) surface coverage at maturity.    

4. Plant Selection. Plants shall be well-suited to the microclimate and soil conditions at 
the project site. Both native and locally-adapted plants are acceptable. Plants with 
similar water needs shall be grouped together as much as possible. 

G. Turf Grasses: Turf grass is not a required part of any landscape.  If used turf grasses shall 
comprise not more than twenty percent (20%) of the total landscaped area.  Use of water 
conserving grasses, selected from the city of West Jordan recommended plant list can be 
used instead of turf grass. Permeable artificial turf may be substituted for turf grass but 
shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the landscaped area and shall be changed when 
damaged or deteriorated. Turf grasses shall only be used in areas where the grade of the 
site is thirty percent (30%) or less. Turf shall provide one hundred percent (100%) coverage 
of the seeded or sodded area within six months. 

1. Exception: Turf areas designed for active recreation at private parks, schools, 
churches, cemeteries, and golf courses or as approved as a recreation area/park in 
residential development plan are exempt from the twenty percent (20%) maximum. 

H. Plant Coverage: Plants, including turf grasses, shall cover no less than seventy five percent 
(75%) of the ground surface of the required landscape area at maturity. Tree canopies are 
not included in this calculation. Tree requirements are outlined in sections 13-13-8, 13-13-
9 and 13-13-10 of this chapter. 

I. Mulch: Bark, shredded plant material, compost, and gravel between one-fourth inch (0.25") 
and three inches (3") in diameter may be used as mulch for plants. Mulch shall be a 
minimum three inches (3") in depth and placed to prevent it from migrating out of the 
landscape area onto adjacent roads or walkways.  The use of landscape fabric, weed mat, 
woven polypropylene and black plastic is prohibited in planting beds and park strips 



because it becomes water impermeable rather quickly thus rendering the mulch layer 
ineffective.  

J. Tree Grates: Tree wells with grates shall be provided in areas where paved surfaces 
surround the tree.  

K. Landscaped Areas Abutting Natural Open Space Areas: For projects located at the interface 
between urbanized areas and natural open spaces, plants shall be drought tolerant, blend 
with the native vegetation, be fire resistant or fire retardant, and be noninvasive. Plants 
included on the fire wise plants for Utah landscapes plant list are suggested for fire prone 
areas.  

L.  Slopes: Areas with slopes greater than thirty percent (30%) shall be landscaped with deep 
rooting, water conserving plants for erosion control and soil stabilization. Turf grass is not 
permitted on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%). 

M.  Detention Basins: Shall be covered with plants, ground cover or turf covering no less than 
fifty percent (50%) of detention basin area at maturity. 

N.  Exception: Parking lots, sport courts and other paved surfaces that provide stormwater 
detention as a secondary purpose are exempt from this requirement. 

O.  Stormwater Management: Sites shall be designed to maximize the amount of stormwater 
retained on site and promote its infiltration into the soil to increase the soil moisture 
available to plants. Techniques to direct water into landscape areas, such as curb cuts, 
swales, rain gardens, depressions and detention basins shall be incorporated into the 
landscape design where possible. 

P. Intersection Sight Triangle: Landscaping within the right-of-way and in setback areas 
adjacent to street intersections and driveways shall adhere to the intersection sight triangle. 

Q. Utility Equipment Screened: all ground level utility equipment such as HVAC units, 
electrical cabinets and vaults shall be screened from view of streets, sidewalks, or 
walkways to the greatest extent possible with plants that match or exceed the height of the 
unit. (2001 Code § 89-6-706; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 19-50, 12-11-
2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 6, 2020) 

 

13-13-7: WATER CONNECTION 
A. Water Meter: A separate water meter shall be installed for landscape irrigation systems 

covered by this title. The landscape water meter shall be separate from the water meter 
installed for indoor uses. The size of the meter shall be determined based on irrigation 
demand. The landscape water meter shall not be a "submeter” but shall be installed and 
billed separately from any indoor meters.  

B. Irrigation Systems: Irrigation systems shall be pressure checked and inspected prior to 
backfilling to obtain a final certificate of occupancy, as per section 13-13-4 of this chapter. 
1. Irrigation systems shall be installed by an "irrigation contractor", as defined in section 

13-2-3 of this title. (2001 Code § 89-6-707; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011) 
13-13-8: PARK STRIP LANDSCAPING: 

A. The park strip landscape requirements for single-family and two-family residential 
developments are contained in subsection 13-13-11B1b of this chapter.   

B. Materials and Installation: 



1. Irrigation: All park strips that contain any plants or trees shall be irrigated. Irrigation 
shall meet the standards of this chapter.  

2. Trees: Park strip trees shall be provided at the equivalent of at least one tree for each 
twenty five feet (25') of curb frontage. Trees may be clustered or spaced equally and 
shall be located to accommodate lighting, meters, fire hydrants, utility boxes, and clear 
vision zones. In cases where some of the required street trees cannot be placed at the 
minimum distance from clear vision zones, a reduction in the number of required street 
trees may be allowed by the zoning administrator. Street trees shall be located a 
minimum of ten feet (10') away from any public necessity or regulatory signs. Trees 
shall meet the size and growth requirements of this chapter and shall be selected from 
the City of West Jordan street tree list. For a food manufacturing facility or food 
distribution facility, required park strip trees that are within three hundred feet (300') 
of overhead doors or loading docks may be located or relocated, in an equivalent 
number, to other landscaped areas on the site.  

3. Tree Grates: Tree wells with grates shall be provided in areas where paved surfaces 
surround the tree.  

4. Plants:  
a. Not less than seventy five percent (75%) of shrubs, herbaceous perennial and 

ground cover plants used in the park strips shall be water conserving species, 
selected from the City of West Jordan recommended plant list.  Plants shall 
meet the size and growth standards outlined in this chapter. 

b. Turf is not permitted in park strips except for cemeteries, city maintained park 
strips, adjacent to parks and recreation facilities both public and private and 
only where turf is a primary component of the recreational use.   Permeable 
artificial turf may be used in park strips up to fifty percent (50%) of the park 
strip area. 

c. Plants shall be of sufficient number and spacing to provide seventy five percent 
(75%) surface coverage at maturity, not including tree canopies. For properties 
with two (2) or more street frontages, the adjacent park strip on each street 
frontage is calculated separately.  

d. Plants in park strips shall not exceed thirty inches (30") in height. Plant spacing 
in park strips shall allow visual and physical access between the street and 
sidewalk as needed. Plantings that create solid barriers in the park strip are 
prohibited. Thorn bearing plants and brambles are prohibited in the park strip.  
Vining plants shall be maintained within the park strip area and shall not be 
allowed to grow over the sidewalk or into any adjacent gutter.   

e. All landscaping in park strips shall comply with the intersection sight triangle 
requirements of this Title. 

5. Mulch: Mulch in park strips shall meet the requirements of this chapter.  The adjacent 
property owner is responsible to remove any mulch from the right of way. Hardscape, 
Ornamental Gravel, Rocks and Boulders: Gravel, rocks and boulders may be used as a 
landscape material on up to fifty percent (50%) of the park strip area. Hardscape mulch 
shall be sized and placed to prevent it from migrating out of the landscape area onto 
adjacent roads or walkways.  The adjacent property owner is responsible to remove any 
mulch from the right of way.   



6.  Pavers, pavement, and other hardscape are permitted in park strips subject to the   
following limitations: 

a. Pavers: Ornamental concrete, brick, or natural stone pavers, may be used in up 
to fifty percent (50%) of a park strip's area.  

b.  Pavement: Asphalt is prohibited in park strips. Solid concrete pavement may 
only be permitted as a pedestrian pathway, as outlined in this section; or in 
existing park strips under twenty four inches (24") in width. 

c. Materials Near Street Trees: All paving materials shall be kept a minimum of 
twenty four inches (24") away from the outer edge of the trunk at expected 
maturity. This standard also applies to parking areas surrounding street trees. 

d. Meter bases, sign bases, light bases and other utility components in the park 
strip shall maintain an unpaved area of two and one half feet 2 ½’ around the 
meter base, sign base, light base or utility component. 

7. Pedestrian Pathways: Pedestrian pathways are allowed to provide safe and convenient 
access across/through planted park strips between the street and sidewalk. Poured 
concrete or pavers may be used. The pathway shall be not more than five feet (5') wide 
and shall be located to provide the most direct route from the street to the sidewalk. 
The area of pedestrian pathways shall be included in calculating the percentage of non-
plant material in the park strip. 

8. Permanent Structures: Retaining walls, fences, steps, and other similar structural 
encroachments are prohibited in the park strip, unless specifically approved by the city. 

   
 C.   Adopted Streetscape Plans: A streetscape plan is required in those cases where a wall is 
required between a development and an arterial or collector street. The plan shall show in detail 
the landscape treatment of the space between the wall and the street curb line. A streetscape plan 
is also required for all commercial, office, manufacturing, institutional and multi-family residential 
developments that are five (5) contiguous acres and larger which abut arterial streets. 

1.   Where an adopted streetscape plan is in place, the developer shall follow such plan. 
2.   Where no adopted streetscape plan is in place, the developer shall coordinate with city 
staff and receive approval from the planning commission through the subdivision or site 
plan process on development of a streetscape plan and on the installation of the irrigation 
system and plant materials. 
3.   Streetscape plan requirements for developed areas five (5) contiguous acres and larger 
along arterial streets are as follows: 

 a.   Adjacent to Residential Developments: Unless part of a previously approved 
master plan, development plan or streetscape plan, single-family and two-family 
residential developments adjacent to arterial streets shall contain a minimum ten 
foot (10') landscaped area, with plants arranged and approved by the city’s parks 
department and the city’s urban forester. The required ten foot (10') landscaped area 
shall be installed by the developer following provisions contained in this chapter 
from the back of sidewalk to the adjacent property line. Xeric plants should be used 
extensively and may be used exclusively and shall be used as much as possible. The 
required street wall shall be installed beyond the landscaped area adjacent to the 



property line. The required ten foot (10') landscaped area adjacent to single-family 
and two-family residential shall be dedicated to the City. 
  b.   Adjacent to Commercial, Office, Industrial, Institutional and Multi- Family 
Developments: Unless part of a previously approved master plan, development plan 
or streetscape plan, commercial, office, industrial, institutional and multi-family 
developments adjacent to arterial streets shall contain a minimum ten foot (10') 
landscaped area. The required ten foot (10') landscaped area shall be installed 
between the back of sidewalk to the adjacent development line (parking area, 
building area, etc.) along the entire area adjacent to the arterial street. Decorative 
or retaining walls no greater than two feet (2') in height may be installed in this 
area. Decorative boulders may be installed in this area. The required ten foot (10') 
landscaped area adjacent to commercial, office, industrial and multi-family 
developments shall be installed and maintained by the commercial, office, 
industrial, institutional, and multi- family development. This area may be counted 
as part of the development's overall landscaping percentage requirement. The 
landscaped area shall comply with the provisions governing landscaping in this 
chapter. Xeric plants should be used extensively and may be used exclusively and 
shall be used as much as possible. (2001 Code § 89-6-708; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 
10-09, 2-24-2010; Ord. 11 

 

13-13-9: PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING: 
   A.    Landscaping is required within automobile parking areas that has fourteen (14) parking 
spaces or more to break up large expanses of pavement, to provide relief from reflected glare and 
heat, and to guide vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
   B.   Materials and Installation: 
      1.   Irrigation: All landscaped areas in parking lots that contain any plants or trees shall be 
irrigated. Irrigation shall meet the standards of this chapter. 
      2.   Trees: Trees shall meet the requirements of this chapter. 
      3.   Plants: Plants shall meet the requirements of this chapter. 
   C.   Design Standards: 
      1.   Interior Parking Lot Landscaping: Shade trees shall be provided at no less than one tree per 
seven (7) parking spaces (i.e., 70 spaces divided by 7 equals 10 trees). If shade trees are not used, 
not less than six percent (6%) of the interior of a parking lot shall be landscaped. For purposes of 
this section, the interior parking lot area shall be measured as the square footage of all parking 
stalls and the drive aisles which directly serve the parking stalls. Within landscaped areas, plants 
shall be of sufficient number and spacing to provide fifty percent (50%) surface coverage at 
maturity, not including tree canopies. Interior parking lot landscaping shall be evenly dispersed 
throughout the parking lot. Planting that is required along the perimeter of a parking lot or adjacent 
to buildings shall not be considered as part of the interior parking lot landscaping.  
      2.   Perimeter Parking Lot Landscape Areas: Where a parking lot is located within a required, 
front, side, or rear yard or within twenty feet (20') of a property line, landscaping shall be provided 
around the perimeter of the parking lot. The perimeter landscaping planting area shall be a 



minimum of eight feet (8’) wide and shall be designed, contained, planted and irrigated according 
to this chapter. 
      3.   Landscaped Areas: The minimum interior dimensions of any landscaped area or planting 
median shall be eight feet (8') wide, unless determined otherwise by the Zoning Administrator.  
An application for such a determination shall be made according to the provisions of this Title and 
Title 15. Each landscaped area shall be protected by concrete vertical curbs. Curbs may be 
designed to allow stormwater to enter the landscaped area. Where such curbs serve as a wheel stop 
for parking spaces, thirty six inches (36") shall be provided in the planting area between the curb 
stop and the tree locations.  Other low growing plants or mulch shall be placed in this tree exclusion 
area. 
      4.   Intersection Sight Triangle: All landscaping shall meet the intersection sight distance 
requirements of this chapter. 
      5.   Existing Plants: Existing trees and vegetation shall be protected in accordance with this 
chapter. (2001 Code § 89-6-709; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 13-17, 4-24-2013) 
 
13-13-10: LANDSCAPED BUFFERS: 
   A.    Landscape buffers shall mitigate the transition between more intense land uses and/or 
between different development types.  Only the more intense land use shall be required to provide 
the landscape buffer.   
   B.   Materials and Installation: 
      1.   Landscaped buffers shall be not less than twenty feet (20') wide. The area of this buffer 
may be counted toward the required landscape area. Sidewalks and walking paths may be included 
in a landscape buffer. The width and location of the landscaped buffer may be modified by the 
Zoning Administrator in accordance with subsection 13-4-12B6h of this title. 
      2.   Buffers shall be designed with sufficient number, size and density of trees and shrubs to 
mitigate visual and auditory impacts. A minimum of one tree for each four hundred (400) square 
feet, or fraction thereof, of the landscaped buffer shall be planted. This requirement is in addition 
to the required park strip landscaping and parking lot landscaping. 
   C.   Exceptions: 
      1.   Where a landscape buffer already exists along the property line of an abutting property, the 
landscape buffer requirement for the subject property may be waived or reduced in width by the 
Zoning Administrator. (2001 Code § 89-6-710; amd. Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 13-17, 4-24-
2013) 
 
13-13-11: SPECIAL LANDSCAPE STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC LAND USES: 
   A.   Intent: All landscaping shall meet the special requirements of this section according to the 
specific land use zone requirements, in addition to the requirements of this title. When in conflict 
with other requirements of this title, the requirements of this section shall supersede. 
   B.   Design Standards: 

1. Single-Family and Two-Family Developments. 
a. Front Yard And Corner Side Yard Landscaped Areas: All areas on residential lots 

located between the front lot line and the main building and between the main 
building and the lot line of a corner side yard of a corner lot, except driveways, 
parking areas, walkways, utility areas, approved decks, patios and porches, shall be 



landscaped with suitable trees, shrubs, ground covers, perennials, other landscaping 
materials and/or decorative paving. At maturity, landscapes shall have enough plant 
material (perennials and shrubs) to create at least 75% living plant cover at maturity 
at the ground plane, not including tree canopies.  

b. Turf shall not be installed in park strips, paths, or on slopes greater than 3:1 grade.   
No turf area shall be less than 8 feet wide at its narrowest point. To the extent 
reasonably practicable, turf shall be free from obstructions (trees, signs, posts, valve 
boxes, etc.). Permeable artificial turf may be substituted for turf in all single-family 
and two-family developments up to 35% of the landscaped area and shall be 
replaced when damaged or deteriorated. 
 

c. Landscaping shall adhere to Localscapes requirements of Jordan Valley Water 
Conservancy District and shall be properly labeled on the landscape plan submitted 
to the City for review stating: “This plan is designed and follows Localscapes 
requirements.”   

 

i. In the front yard and back yards of all lots 4,000 square feet and larger a 
designed Central Open Shape shall be created by using turf, hardscape, 
groundcover, gravel, or mulch.  

 
ii. Gathering Areas shall be constructed of Hardscape and placed outside of the 

Central Open Shape. In a landscape without Lawn, Gathering Areas may 
function as the Central Open Shape.  

 
 

iii. Activity Zones shall be located outside of the Central Open Shape and shall 
be surfaced with materials other than Lawn.  
 

iv. Paths shall be made with materials that do not include turf, such as 
Hardscape, Mulch, or other groundcover. 

 
 

v. Turf areas shall not exceed the greater of 250 square feet, or 35% of the total 
landscaped area. 

 
 

 
vi. Small residential lots less than 4,000 square feet with a total landscaped area 

of less than 250 square feet are exempt from the 8 feet minimum width Lawn 
area requirement. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Park Strip Landscaping for Single-Family and Two-Family Developments. 
a. Park strip landscaping shall not contain turf and shall be installed to provide safety 

along roadways, does not contain materials that may cause harm or injury to 



pedestrians or vehicles, provide safe and convenient access across park strips to and 
from parking areas, allow access for repair and maintenance of public utilities. 

b.  Irrigation: Plants or trees in all park strips shall be irrigated. All irrigation systems 
should be designed that meet the requirements of this chapter. Park strips shall not 
be irrigated with pop up, fixed or rotor sprinklers.   

c. Trees: Each frontage shall have two (2) trees. The two (2) required trees may be 
planted in the front or corner side yard areas or in the park strip abutting the street. 
Trees planted in the park strip shall be selected from the city of West Jordan street 
tree list. Plants: Not less than eighty percent (80%) of shrubs, herbaceous perennial 
and ground cover plants used in the park strips shall be water conserving species, 
selected from the city of West Jordan recommended plant list.  Turf shall not be 
planted in park strips. Plants in park strips shall not exceed thirty inches (30") in 
height. Plantings that create solid barriers are prohibited. Thorn bearing plants and 
brambles are prohibited.  

d. Mulch: Bark, shredded plant material, compost, and gravel between one-fourth inch 
(0.25") and three inches (3") in diameter may be used as mulch for plants. Mulch 
shall be a minimum three inches (3") in depth and placed to prevent it from 
migrating out of the landscape area onto adjacent roads or walkways.  The adjacent 
property owner is responsible for removing mulch from the right-of-way.  

e.  Hardscape: Up to fifty percent (50%) of a park strip may be in ornamental Gravel, 
Pavers, Mulch, Rocks, Boulders And Permeable Artificial Turf: Gravel, pavers 
(ornamental concrete, brick or natural stone), mulch, rocks, boulders (less than 18 
inches high) and permeable artificial turf may be used as a landscape material up to 
fifty percent (50%) of a park strip area.  Gravel and rocks shall measure a minimum 
of one and one- half inches (11/2") in diameter or larger. Hardscape around meter 
bases, sign bases, light bases and other utility components in the park strip shall 
maintain an unpaved area of two and one half feet 2 ½’ around the meter base, sign 
base, light base or utility component.  

f.  Pavement: Solid concrete pavement may be permitted in the following cases: 
i. As a pedestrian pathway. The pathway shall be not more than five feet (5') wide 

and shall be located to provide the most direct route from the street to the sidewalk. 
The area of pedestrian pathways shall be included in calculating the percentage of 
non-plant material in the park strip.  Or 

ii.  In existing park strips under twenty four inches (24") in width. 
iii.   Asphalt is prohibited in park strips. 

h. Materials Near Street Trees: All paving materials shall be kept a minimum of twenty 
four inches (24") away from the outer edge of the trunk at expected maturity. This 
standard also applies to parking areas surrounding street trees. 

i.  Intersection and Driveway Sight Triangle: Landscaping within the site right of way 
and in setback areas adjacent to street intersections and driveways shall adhere to the 
intersection sight triangle requirements.  Trees or plants or boulders exceeding eighteen 
inches (18") in height shall not be in the site triangle. 

j. Permanent Structures: Retaining walls, fences, steps, and other similar structural 
encroachments are prohibited, unless specifically approved by the city. 



3. Adopted Streetscape Plans: A streetscape plan is required in those cases where a wall is 
required between a development and an arterial or collector street. The plan shall show in 
detail the landscape treatment of the space between the wall and the street curb line. 

a. Where an adopted streetscape plan is in place, the developer shall follow such plan. 
b.  Where no adopted streetscape plan is in place, the developer shall coordinate with 

city staff and receive approval from the planning commission through the 
subdivision or site plan process on development of a streetscape plan and on the 
installation of the irrigation system and plant materials. 
 

4. Homebuilders and/or developers who construct model homes for a designated 
subdivision shall have at least one model home with water-efficient landscaping, such as 
the Localscapes design style. The water-efficient landscaping option shall meet the 
Landscape Design Standards and Irrigation Design Standards of this chapter, and the 
turf area shall not exceed 35% of the total landscaped area. 

a. Model homes shall have landscaping and irrigation plans approved by the City prior 
to issuance of building permits.    

b. Model homes shall include an informational brochure on water-efficient landscaping 
or Localscapes.  

c. Prohibition on Restrictive Covenants Requiring Turf. A Homeowners Association 
governing documents, such as bylaws, operating rules, covenants, conditions, and 
restrictions that govern the operation of a common interest development, are void 
and unenforceable if they:  

i. Require the use of turf in landscape areas less than 8 feet wide or require turf in 
other areas that exceed 35% of the landscaped area; or  

ii. Prohibit, or include conditions that have the effect of prohibiting, the use of 
water-conserving plants as a group; or  

iii. Have the effect of prohibiting or restricting compliance with this chapter or 
other water conservation measures. 
 
      2.   Multiple-Family Developments: 

a. Landscaped Areas: Not less than forty percent (40%) of the total development site 
of a multiple-family project shall be landscaped.  A contiguous recreation area for 
the multi-family development may be planted in turf but shall not exceed fifty 
percent (50%) of the required landscaped area.  Example 100,000 square foot site X 
40% = 40,000 square feet landscaping / 50% = 20,000 turf recreation area maximum.   

b. The front yard and side yards adjacent to public streets, except those portions 
devoted to driveways and sidewalks shall be landscaped.  The minimum width of 
landscaped areas adjacent to public streets shall be twenty five feet (25’) wide.  This 
planting area shall meet all requirements of this chapter. 

c.   Site Trees: A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square feet of 
landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement of this chapter.  



d.   Park Strip Landscaping: Park strip landscaping shall meet the requirements of this 
chapter.  

e. Parking Lot Landscaping: Parking lot landscaping shall meet the requirements of 
this chapter.   

f. Landscaped Buffer: A landscaped buffer is required for any multi-family 
development adjacent to an existing lower density residential development. Buffers 
shall meet the requirements of this chapter. 

      3.   Business/Research Park Zone: 
         a.   Landscaped Areas: Landscaped areas shall comprise not less than twenty five 
percent (25%) of the site. The front yard and side yards adjacent to public streets, except 
those portions devoted to driveways and sidewalks, shall be landscaped. 
         b.   Site Trees: A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square feet of 
landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement. 
         c.   Park Strip Landscaping: Park strip landscaping shall meet the requirements of this 
chapter. 
         d.   Parking Lot Landscaping: Parking lot landscaping shall meet the requirements of this 
chapter. 
         e.   Landscape Buffers: Landscape buffers may be required in areas that abut less intense 
or incompatible land uses or as visual barriers around parking and utility areas. Buffers shall 
meet the requirements of this chapter.     
 
  4.   Commercial and Professional Office: 
         a.   Landscaped Areas: Landscaped areas shall comprise not less than fifteen percent 
(15%) of a commercial or professional office site. Front and side yards adjacent to a public 
street, except those portions devoted to driveways and sidewalks, shall be landscaped. 
         b.   Site Trees: A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square feet of 
landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement. 
         c.   Landscaped Buffer: A landscaped buffer is required for any commercial or 
professional office adjacent to an existing residential development. Buffers shall meet the 
requirements of this chapter. 
      5.   Manufacturing Developments: 
         a.   Landscaped Areas: Landscaped areas shall comprise not less than ten percent (10%) 
of a manufacturing site. A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square feet of 
landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement. 
         b.   Landscaped Buffers: A landscaped buffer is required for any manufacturing 
development adjacent to an existing residential development. Buffers shall meet the 
requirements of this chapter. 
      6.   Nonresidential Uses in Residential Districts: 



         a.   Landscaped Areas: Landscaped areas shall comprise not less than fifteen percent 
(15%) of a nonresidential site. Front and side yards adjacent to a public street, except those 
portions devoted to driveways and sidewalks, shall be landscaped. 
         b.   Site Trees: A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square feet of 
landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement. 
         c.   Landscaped Buffer: A landscaped buffer is required for any nonresidential adjacent 
to an existing residential development. Buffers shall meet the requirements of this chapter. 
         d.   Exemption: Nonresidential uses in residential districts are exempt from the field 
inspection requirements of section 13-13-4 of this chapter. (2001 Code § 89-6-711; amd. 
2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 19-50, 12-11-2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 
6, 2020) 
 

13-13-12: LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE: 
   A.   Intent: The developer, his successor and/or subsequent owners of a site for which landscape 
plans were required shall be responsible for the maintenance, repair, and replacement of all 
landscaping elements. Park strips shall be maintained by the owner of property abutting city 
easements, rights of way and park strips. 
   B.   Irrigation Systems: Irrigation systems shall be maintained in good working condition and 
adjusted at least monthly or as frequently as required by the owner's manual to ensure optimal 
operation and efficient water use. Regular irrigation based on schedules prepared by the irrigation 
designer shall be provided. 
      1.   Malfunctioning systems that are no longer conveying water as specified shall be repaired 
or replaced within one month to ensure no plants are lost or damaged. 
   C.   Landscaping: All landscape plants shall be maintained in good condition to present a healthy, 
neat, and orderly appearance. Plants not in this condition shall be removed and replaced when 
necessary. 
   D.   Trees: Tree maintenance and pruning on private property shall be the responsibility of the 
property owner or tenant. 
      1.   For any tree in a park strip or within the landscape setback area where there is no park strip, 
property owners or tenants are not permitted to remove or conduct major pruning (20 percent or 
more of the crown), without prior approval from the city's urban forester. As a condition of such 
approval, the permittee may be required to replace the tree. 
      2.   Protect trees against damage caused by maintenance equipment, such as lawn mowers, 
weed trimmers, snowblowers and snowplows. 
   E.   Weed Control: Weeds shall be controlled to prevent their spread and maintain a neat 
appearance. Weeds listed on the West Jordan noxious weed list, shall be removed, and shall not 
be included in any new landscape planting.  
   F.   Grounds Maintenance: Landscaped areas shall be kept free of refuse and debris. 
   G.   Clearance and Visibility.  Any portion of a tree that is in the park strip public right of way 
or that overhangs the public right of way from private property may be removed up to the property 
line at any time without notice by the City.  However, the requirements below are minimums that 
shall be maintained. 



      1.   Trees adjacent to pedestrian walkways shall have a minimum canopy clearance of eight 
feet (8') above grade.   
      2.   Tree canopies that extend over streets shall be pruned to provide canopy clearance of at 
least fifteen feet (15') above street pavement in travel lanes and parking lanes. 
      3.   Plants in the intersection sight triangle described in section 13-13-6 of this chapter shall be 
pruned to maintain maximum heights specified in this standard. (Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 19-
50, 12-11-2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 6, 2020) 
 
13-13-13: WATER CONSERVATION: 
   A.   Intent: The city intends to meter, monitor, and require adjustments to irrigation systems to 
improve awareness of water consumption, promote careful landscape design and maintenance, and 
encourage water conservation. 
   B.   Applicability: Applies to all properties that are required to build and maintain a separate 
water meter for landscape use. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAPTER 13 
WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS 
SECTION: 
13-13-1: Purpose And Scope 
13-13-2: Reserved Waste of Water Prohibited 
13-13-3: Fees And Submittals 
13-13-4: Approvals, Inspections And Bonding 
13-13-5: Landscape Preservation And Protection 
13-13-6: Materials And Standards 
13-13-7: Installation Water Connection 
13-13-8: Park Strip Landscaping 
13-13-9: Parking Lot Landscaping 
13-13-10: Landscaped Buffers 
13-13-11: Special Landscape Standards For Specific Land Uses 
13-13-12: Landscape Maintenance 
13-13-13: Water Conservation 
 
13-13-1: PURPOSE AND SCOPE: 
   A.   Purpose: The purpose of this chapter is to regulate prescribe landscaping for new and 
redeveloped property in the city, regulate water use on landscaping in an efficient manner, 
conserve the public water resources, protect and enhance the community's environmental, 
economic, recreational and aesthetic resources by promoting efficient use of water, 
reducing water waste and establishing a process for design, installation and maintenance 
of water efficient landscaping. requirements that establish minimum standards and 
incentives to:  
      1.   Improve the community's image and identity; 
      2.   Enhance property values and buffer noncomplementary land uses; 
      3.   Conserve water by improving irrigation efficiency and selecting water conserving 
plants and implementing policies, practices and standards of Jordan Valley Water 
Conservancy District; 
      4.   Encourage innovation in design; 
      5.   Improve long term landscape health and maintenance; 
      6.   Improve ability of landscaped areas to accept stormwater to increase groundwater 
available to plants and decrease demands on stormwater systems; 
      7.   Encourage a healthy urban forest and a diversity of plants suited to local conditions; 
      8.   Improve community sustainability, including energy conservation, air quality and 
water quality; and 
      9.   Improve the safety, comfort and aesthetics of public spaces by mitigating noise, glare 
and heat. 
   B.   Scope and Application: 
      1.   Applicability: 



         a.   This chapter applies to all new development and to building additions, expansions, 
changes of or intensification of current use of the property. applications, filed after the 
effective date hereof. which results in a new landscaped area greater than one thousand 
(1,000) square feet. The lLandscaping and irrigation plans are required by this chapter as 
part of a for all new development and with amended site plans.  application shall be 
provided as a condition of building permit issuance. In the case of building expansions or 
amended site plans only the expansion or amended  area shall be required to meet the 
requirements of this chapter. the current code in the case of building expansions. 

i. Single-family and two-family residences are subject only to subsection 13-13-
11B1 of this chapter. 

ii. (2)   City constructed parks, recreation and open spaces and recreation and 
open spaces for educational facilities in any zone are exempt from the 
provisions of this chapter.  West Jordan City has adopted standards to 
regulate landscaping and irrigation of City owned property and is exempt 
from the regulations of this chapter.   

iii. Common recreation open space and park areas constructed as part of a 
planned development or planned subdivision are exempt to the turf maximum 
of this chapter.  This exemption does not apply to individual residential or 
commercial lots.   

   C.   References: 
1. The city of West Jordan landscape guidelines handbook.  (combine everything in 

this) 
1. Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District (JVWC) Water Efficiency Landscaping 

Standards.  (Insert link) 
2. Landscape and Irrigation Policies and Design Criteria April 2020 (Insert link) 
3. West Jordan Street tree list (Insert link) 
4. West Jordan recommended plant list. (Insert link) 
5. West Jordan noxious weeds list. (Insert link) 
6. Fire wise plants for Utah landscapes. (Insert link)  
7. , referenced herein, includes information essential to meet the city's expectations 

and properly complete the landscape portion of a development application. This 
handbook is available at the city's development services department office or can be 
viewed on the city's development services department webpage. (2001 Code § 89-6-
701; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 19-50, 12-11-2019, Effective at 12 
noon on January 6, 2020)  

 
13-13-2: RESERVED: WASTE OF WATER PROHIBITED:  
   A.   Waste of Water: Regardless of the age of a development (commercial, industrial, office 
or residential), water shall be properly used. Waste of water as defined in 13-13-2 of this 
Title is prohibited. 
   B.   Restricted Watering Time: Watering hours may be restricted by resolution of the city 
council as needed. 
(2001 Code § 89-6-702; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 11-35, 11-22-2011) 



 
13-13-3: FEES AND SUBMITTALS: 
   A.   Fees: Landscape, irrigation, summary data, as-built drawings and planting plans 
submittal fees shall be paid to the city submitted with final plans. submittal. Fee revenues 
shall be used to pay for city staff and/or contractors performing landscaping plan reviews 
and field inspections. 
   B.   Submittal: The applicant shall prepare and submit landscape plans, irrigation plans, 
worksheets of summary data and as built drawings as follows: 
      1.   Landscape Plans: All landscape plans shall be prepared by a "landscape designer", as 
defined in section 13-2-3 of this title, and shall contain the following information: 
         a.   The location of existing buildings and structures. 
         b.   The location, size and common names of all existing mature trees and significant 
vegetation, as defined in this chapter on the site and within adjacent rights of way, 
indicating plants that will be retained and those that will be removed. 
         c.   The location and dimensions of all proposed buildings and structures, property 
lines, easements, parking lots and drives, streets and rights of way, sidewalks, signs, 
dumpster enclosures, fences, and other site features as determined necessary by the zoning 
administrator. 
         d.   The location of all meters, lighting, fire hydrants and utility boxes in the right of 
way or on the property. 
         e.   Designation of "landscape zones", as defined in section 13-2-3 of this title, grouping 
plants with similar water needs. 
         f.   The location of all proposed plants and a plant schedule specifying the quantity, 
size, common name, botanical name, and spacing of all proposed plants. 
         g.   Existing and proposed landscape grading of the site indicating contours at two foot 
(2') intervals. Proposed berming shall be indicated using one foot (1') contour intervals. 
         h.   All existing and proposed fences and retaining walls on the site. 
         i.   The required amount of native topsoil or imported topsoil that is required to fill 
each landscape bed or area to a depth of the average depth of the native topsoil or to a 
depth of 8” whichever is greater. 
         j.   The average depth of the native topsoil of the site and the amount of topsoil in cubic 
yards that is to be excavated and retained on site for planting beds.  
        k.  Note on plans referencing what horticulture best practices, standards or procedures 
are being followed to assure culture, grouping, planting, and spacing of plant material.    
      2.   Irrigation Plans: All irrigation plans shall be prepared by an "irrigation designer", as 
defined in section 13-2-3 of this title. Irrigation plans shall be drawn at the same scale as 
the landscape plans and shall contain the following minimum information: 
         a.   Location of the intended point of connection to the public or private water supply, 
indicating size of connection, type of pipe, static water pressure (in psi), valves, backflow 
prevention device type and location, water meter locations and sizes, including separate 
water meter for irrigation system, and all other required equipment; 



         b.   Layout of the irrigation system and a legend summarizing the type and size of all 
major system components and irrigation heads, including manufacturer's name and model 
numbers. 
         c.   Flow rate in gallons per minute and design operating pressure in psi for each valve. 
         d.   Precipitation rate in inches per hour for each irrigation zone. 
         e.   Indicate either a pressure regulation device or pressure regulated spray heads; and 
         f.   Show location of rain shutoff device and how connected to controller (wire or 
wireless). 
      3.   Worksheets Of Summary Data Table: The licensed "landscape designer" shall submit 
the following worksheets, which are available on the city website and at the application 
desk. Insert the following table on the plan set: 
 

Total area of the site to be developed  
Total area and percentage of the site landscaped  
Total area and percentage of turf grass  
Total area and percentage of Landscape plants 
and planting beds 

 

Total area and percentage of park strip 
landscaping 

 

Total area and percentage of permeable areas 
with no planting, including mulch, gravel, grass 
pavers 

 

Total area of hardscape and percentage  
Total area and percentage of water conserving 
trees, shrubs, perennials, ornamental and 
ground cover species used 

 

Total number of trees to be planted  
Total area and percentage of parking lot 
landscaping 

 

Total number of parking lot trees  
The average depth of the native topsoil on the 
site.  

 

The amount of native topsoil removed and 
retained that is to be used for planting beds 

 

 
       a.   Landscape area calculations worksheet: Outline the total area and percentage of the 
site that will be landscaped, in the following breakdown: 
            (1)   Turf grass; 
            (2)   Landscape plants and planting beds; 
            (3)   Permeable areas with no planting, including mulch, gravel, grass pavers; 



            (4)  Minimum plant bed planting percent 50% and plant bed hardscape and mulch 
percent 50%.  Fifty percent (50%) of the planting bed shall be in plants (required trees not 
included in this calculation).  The plant coverage requirements of this chapter means the 
percentage of plant cover of the fifty percent (example 50% of the bed area in plants times 
75% coverage at maturity so a 100sq ft/.50%= 50sq ft/.75% = 37.5 sq ft coverage at 
maturity). This also applies to park strips.  This does not apply to parking lot landscaping.   
 
   Hardscape, including pavement and other areas where no planting exists. 
         b.   Water conserving landscape worksheet: Outline the percentage of landscaped area 
coverage from water conserving shrubs, perennials and ground cover species expected 
after plant maturity, not including tree canopies. 
         c.   Landscape water allowance worksheet: Submit to the city and property owner 
annual and monthly landscape water allowances based on the worksheet calculations. 
Water use for the sixty (60) day plant establishment period is exempt (see city of West 
Jordan landscape guidelines handbook for annual water allowance calculation). 
         d.   Irrigation audit worksheet: The results of the irrigation audit shall be submitted on 
this worksheet. (2001 Code § 89-6-703; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011) 
 
13-13-4: APPROVALS, INSPECTIONS AND BONDING: 
   A.   State License: The city may require proof of state licensure and any other 
qualifications outlined in the definitions within section 13-2-3 of this title. 
   B.   Scope Of Inspections: The city or its contractors may perform site inspections at any 
time before, during or after the irrigation system and landscape installation and will 
require corrective measures if requirements of this chapter are not satisfied. Failure of the 
city to perform such inspection shall not be a waiver of enforcement of the requirements of 
this chapter. 
      1.   Preconstruction meeting with landscape designer, contractor and city staff to 
troubleshoot problems and establish an inspection schedule. 
      21..   An irrigation audit,Landscaping and irrigation inspection verifying that the 
landscaping and irrigation system was installed according to the approved irrigation plans 
shall be conducted by the City a "landscape irrigation auditor", as defined in section 13-2-3 
of this title prior to issuance of a final certificate of occupancy. The irrigation audit shall 
include a sprinkler distribution uniformity test to assure that the system irrigates 
uniformly and functions properly. Exception: When project is completed in the winter, final 
inspection may occur in the following spring, however; a final inspection and irrigation 
audit shall be completed prior to issuance of a final certificate of occupancy. 
   C.   Compliance: The property owner shall complete any changes, upgrades or 
reinstallations needed to comply with city codes. 
   D.   Certification Of Design: The landscape designer or irrigation auditor shall provide to 
the city a certification of design letter certifying that the design was installed in accordance 
with the city approved plans and specifications. 
   E.   D. Final Certificate: A final certificate of occupancy shall not be granted prior to 
completion of the required field inspection, and submittal of the certification of design 
letter. 



   F.   Cash Bond: 
      1.   Temporary occupancy of a building may be granted by the city. If the property owner 
desires to occupy the Occupancy of a building or premises before landscaping or irrigation 
improvements are completed, requires that a cash bond or other approved financial 
instrument shall be made with the city according to section 13-1-9 (private projects) of this 
title and section 8-3C-2 (public improvements) of this code. The cash bond or other 
approved financial instrument shall be released when a final inspection has taken place and 
the building or site is issued a final certificate of occupancy from the city.  the required 
irrigation audit, and certification of design letter are completed and approved.  (2001 Code 
§ 89-6-704; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011) 
 
13-13-5: LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION: 
   A.   Preservation Of Existing Plants: Existing mature trees over six inches (6") caliper 
measured at four feet (4') above grade and other significant vegetation, including wetland 
and riparian areas on the site or in the public right of way shall be identified on the 
landscape plans, and if reasonably feasible as determined by the city incorporated into the 
landscape design and be preserved and protected during construction. Existing trees that 
are preserved and incorporated into the landscape plan may be credited used and counted 
toward the minimum number of trees as specified in section 13-13-11 of this chapter. 
Trees must be in healthy condition, not pruned in a way that renders the tree unsightly, 
obstructing the right-of-way or deformed and free of injury or significant damage to 
receive this credit to be counted. Any tree that is not preserved or is significantly damaged 
during construction shall be removed and replaced. with a tree of equal caliper or trees 
with combined equivalent caliper. 
      1.   Exception: Trees and plants listed on the city of West Jordan noxious weeds list are 
prohibited exempt from this requirement and are not eligible for credits. and shall not be 
counted as a usable tree.  This list is contained in the landscape guidelines handbook which 
is available at the city's development services department office or can be viewed on the 
city's development services department webpage. (2001 Code § 89-6-705; amd. 2009 
Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 19-50, 12-11-2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 6, 
2020) 
 
13-13-6: MATERIALS AND STANDARDS: 

A. Irrigation Systems.  
1. When landscaping is required, a permanent irrigation system shall be installed to 

help ensure survival of plants, unless the landscape plans specifically indicate that 
the plants will not require artificial irrigation for establishment or to remain 
healthy.  

a. All irrigation systems and components shall be selected and designed for the 
most efficient use of water. Micro spray, bubblers, deep root watering 
systems, high efficiency sprinkler heads and drip irrigation are suggested 
required.  

b. To prevent water waste irrigation shall be designed and installed with 
suitable emitters or spray heads to avoid prevent and mitigate overspray on 



to the streets, sidewalks, driveways, fences, buildings and beyond the area 
requiring irrigation. 

2. Pressure Regulation. A pressure regulating valve shall be installed and maintained 
by the consumer if the static service pressure exceeds 80 pounds per square inch 
(psi). The pressure-regulating valve shall be located between the meter and the first 
point of water use, or first point of division in the pipe, and shall be set at the 
manufacturer's recommended pressure for the sprinklers.   

3.  Irrigation Controller. Landscaped areas shall be provided with a WaterSense 
labeled smart irrigation controller which automatically adjusts the frequency 
and/or duration of irrigation events in response to changing weather conditions. All 
controllers shall be equipped with automatic rain delay or rain shut-off capabilities.  

4.  Each valve shall irrigate a landscape with similar site, slope and soil conditions and 
plant materials with similar watering needs. Turf and non-turf areas shall be 
irrigated on separate valves. Drip emitters and sprinklers shall be placed on 
separate valves.  

5.  Drip emitters or a bubbler shall be provided for each tree. Bubblers shall not exceed 
1.5 gallons per minute per device. Bubblers for trees shall be placed on a separate 
valve unless approved by the City due to the limited number of trees on the project 
site.  

6. Drip irrigation, micro sprays, deep rooted watering systems or bubblers shall be 
used to irrigate plants in non-turf areas.  

7. High efficiency sprinkler heads shall be at a minimum of four (4) inches in height to 
clear turf.  

8.  High efficiency sprinkler heads shall have matched precipitation rates with each 
control valve circuit.  

9.  High efficiency sprinkler heads shall be attached to rigid lateral lines with flexible 
material (swing joints) to reduce potential for breakage.  

10. Check valves shall be required where elevation differences cause low-head drainage. 
pressure compensating valves and sprinklers shall be required where a significant 
variation in water pressure occurs within the irrigation system due to elevation 
differences.  

11. Filters and end flush valves shall be provided for drip irrigation lines.  
12.  Valves with spray or stream sprinklers shall be scheduled to operate between 6 

p.m. and 10 a.m. to reduce water loss from wind and evaporation.  
13. Valves shall be programed for multiple repeat cycles where necessary to reduce 

runoff, particularly on slopes and soils with slow infiltration rates. 
 

B. Topsoil: Topsoil should shall be amended to support the long term health of the 
landscape plants to a depth of 8”.  Planting areas shall be free of construction fill, road 
base, non-native gravel, subsoil and shall be replaced with a minimum of 8” of topsoil 
native to the site or imported topsoil that is equivalent to or better than what existed 
prior to excavation.   

C. Soil Preparation. Soil preparation will be suitable to provide healthy growing 
conditions for the plants and to encourage water infiltration and penetration. Soil 



preparation shall include scarifying the soil to a minimum depth of eight 8” inches and 
amending the soil with organic material as per specific recommendations of the 
Landscape Designer/Landscape Architect based on the soil conditions. In some cases, 
soil testing will provide additional recommendations for amending the soil.  

D. Trees: Not less than seventy five percent (75%) of trees specified on the landscape 
plan shall be water conserving species selected from the city of West Jordan 
recommended plant list.  Trees shall be used that have been proven to grow at the 
expected rate and that will thrive in West Jordan where they are planted.  Trees that 
will thrive in one area of West Jordan may not thrive in a different area of the city 
because of soil type, exposure, ground water levels etc.   Street trees in parking strips 
and parking lots shall be selected from the city of West Jordan street tree list. The 
recommended plant list and street tree list are contained in the landscape guidelines 
handbook which is available at the city's development services department office or 
can be viewed on the city's development services department webpage. At planting, 
all deciduous trees shall have a minimum trunk size of one and one-half inches (1.5") 
in caliper at four feet (4') above grade and all evergreen trees shall have a minimum 
height of five feet (5'). Vegetation, organic mulch, or gravel shall be used around the 
base of trees and the trees shall be staked according to the size if the new tree to 
prevent toppling or wind damage.  

 

 



  
E. Tree Selection. Tree species shall be selected based on growth characteristics and site 

conditions, including available space, overhead clearance, soil conditions, exposure, and 
desired color and appearance. Trees shall be selected as follows: 
1. Broad canopy trees shall be selected where shade or screening of tall objects is 
desired. 
2. Low-growing trees shall be selected for spaces under utility wires. 
3. Select trees from which lower branches can be trimmed to maintain a healthy 
growth habit where visual clearance and natural surveillance is a concern. 
4. Narrow or columnar trees shall be selected for small spaces, or where awnings 
or other building features limit growth, or where greater visibility is desired 
between buildings and the street for natural surveillance. 
5. Street trees shall be planted within existing and proposed park strips, and in 
sidewalk tree wells on streets without park strips. Tree placement shall provide 
canopy cover (shade) and avoid conflicts with existing trees, retaining walls, 
above and below ground utilities, lighting, and other obstructions. 
   D.   Shrubs, Herbaceous Perennial and Ground Cover Plants: Not less than seventy five 
percent (75%) of shrubs, herbaceous perennial and ground cover plants specified on the 
landscape plan shall be water conserving species, selected from the city of West Jordan 
recommended plant list.  Shrubs, Herbaceous Perennial and Ground Cover Plants shall be 
planted in a number that will result in seventy five (75%) surface coverage at maturity.    

1. All shrubs shall be two (2) gallon minimum and have a minimum height or spread of 
eighteen inches (18") depending on the plant's natural growth habit. 

2.  All perennials shall be one gallon minimum.  
3. Ground cover crowns, plugs or containers shall be in a number and spacinged 

according to horticultural best practices and sufficiently by species to provide forty 
seventy five percent (475%) surface coverage at maturity.    

4. Plant Selection. Plants shall be well-suited to the microclimate and soil conditions at 
the project site. Both native and locally-adapted plants are acceptable. Plants with 
similar water needs shall be grouped together as much as possible. 

 
   E.   Turf Grasses: Turf grass is not a required part of any landscape.  If used turf grasses 
shall comprise not more than twenty five percent (205%) of the total landscaped area.  Use 
of water conserving grasses, selected from the city of West Jordan recommended plant list 
is encouraged. can be used instead of turf grass. This list is contained in the landscape 
guidelines handbook which is available at the city's development services department 
office or can be viewed on the city's development services department webpage. Permeable 
artificial turf may be substituted for turf grass but shall not exceed fifty percent (50%) of 
the landscaped area and shall be changed when damaged or deteriorated. 
Turf grasses shall only be used in areas where the grade of the site is thirty percent (30%) 
or less. Turf shall provide one hundred percent (100%) coverage of the seeded or sodded 
area within one yearsix months. 



      1.   Exception: Turf areas designed for active recreation at public and private parks, 
schools, churches, cemeteries, landscape berms in buffer areas, and golf courses or as 
approved as a recreation area/park in residential development plan  are exempt from the 
twenty five percent (25%) (20%)  maximum. standard. 
   F.   Plant Coverage: Plants, including turf grasses, shall cover no less than forty seventy 
five percent (475%) of the ground surface of the required landscape area at maturity. Tree 
canopies are not included in this calculation. Tree requirements are outlined in sections 13-
13-8, 13-13-9 and 13-13-10 of this chapter. 
   G.   Mulch: Bark, shredded plant material, compost, and gravel between one-fourth inch 
(0.25") and three inches (3") in diameter may be used as mulch for plants. Mulch shall be a 
minimum three inches (3") in depth and placed to prevent it from migrating out of the 
landscape area onto adjacent roads or walkways.  The use of landscape fabric, weed mat, 
woven polypropylene and black plastic is prohibited in planting beds and park strips 
because it becomes water impermeable rather quickly thus rendering the mulch layer 
ineffective.  
   H.   Tree Grates: Tree wells with grates shall be provided in areas where paved surfaces 
surround the tree. 
   I.   Landscaped Areas Abutting Natural Open Space Areas: For projects located at the 
interface between urbanized areas and natural open spaces, plants shall be drought 
tolerant, blend with the native vegetation, be fire resistant or fire retardant, and be 
noninvasive. Plants included on the fire wise plants for Utah landscapes plant list are 
suggested for fire prone areas. This list is contained in the landscape guidelines handbook 
which is available at the city's development services department office or can be viewed on 
the city's development services department webpage. 
   J.   Slopes: Areas with slopes greater than thirty percent (30%) shall be landscaped with 
deep rooting, water conserving plants for erosion control and soil stabilization. Turf grass 
is not permitted on slopes greater than thirty percent (30%). 
   K.   Detention Basins: Shall be covered with plants, ground cover or turf covering no less 
than fifty percent (50%) of detention basin area at maturity. 
      1.   Exception: Parking lots, sport courts and other paved surfaces that provide 
stormwater detention as a secondary purpose are exempt from this requirement. 
   L.   Stormwater Management: Sites shall be designed to maximize the amount of 
stormwater retained on site and promote its infiltration into the soil to increase the soil 
moisture available to plants. Techniques to direct water into landscape areas, such as curb 
cuts, swales, rain gardens, depressions and detention basins shall be incorporated into the 
landscape design where possible. 
   M.   Intersection Sight Triangle: Landscaping within the right-of-way and in setback areas 
adjacent to street intersections and driveways shall adhere to the intersection sight 
triangle. 
   N.   Utility Equipment Screened: Unless otherwise approved by the zoning administrator, 
all ground level utility equipment such as HVAC units, electrical cabinets and vaults shall be 
screened from view of streets, sidewalks or walkways to the greatest extent possible with 
plants that match or exceed the height of the unit. (2001 Code § 89-6-706; amd. 2009 Code; 
Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 19-50, 12-11-2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 6, 2020) 



 
13-13-7: INSTALLATION: WATER CONNECTION 
   A.   Water Meter: A separate water meter shall be installed for landscape irrigation 
systems covered by this title. The landscape water meter shall be separate from the water 
meter installed for indoor uses. The size of the meter shall be determined based on 
irrigation demand. The landscape water meter shall not be a "submeter” but shall be 
installed and billed separately from any indoor meters. 
   B.   Irrigation Systems: Irrigation systems shall be pressure checked and inspected prior 
to backfilling in order to obtain a final certificate of occupancy, as per section 13-13-4 of 
this chapter. 
      1.   Irrigation systems shall be installed by an "irrigation contractor", as defined in 
section 13-2-3 of this title. (2001 Code § 89-6-707; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-
2011) 
 
 
13-13-8: PARK STRIP LANDSCAPING: 
   A.   Intent: The intent of these park strip landscaping standards is to uphold city 
landscape design goals and also increase safety along roadways, prohibit materials that 
may cause harm or injury to pedestrians or vehicles, provide safe and convenient access 
across park strips to and from parking areas, allow access for repair and maintenance of 
public utilities, and uphold intersection sight triangle requirements of section 13-13-6 of 
this chapter. The park strip landscape requirements for single-family and two-family 
residential developments are contained in subsection 13-13-11B1b of this chapter. 
   B.   Materials and Installation: 
      1.   Irrigation: All park strips that contain any plants or trees shall be irrigated. Irrigation 
shall meet the standards of sections 13-13-6 and 13-13-7 of this chapter. 
      2.   Trees: Park strip trees shall be provided at the equivalent of at least one tree for each 
twenty five feet (25') of curb frontage. Trees may be clustered or spaced equally and shall 
be located to accommodate lighting, meters, fire hydrants, utility boxes, and clear vision 
zones. In cases where some of the required street trees cannot be placed at the minimum 
distance from clear vision zones, a reduction in the number of required street trees may be 
allowed by the zoning administrator. Street trees shall be located a minimum of ten feet 
(10') away from any public necessity or regulatory signs. Trees shall meet the size and 
growth requirements of section 13-13-6 of this chapter and shall be selected from the City 
of West Jordan street tree list. For a food manufacturing facility or food distribution facility, 
required park strip trees that are within three hundred feet (300') of overhead doors or 
loading docks may be located or relocated, in an equivalent number, to other landscaped 
areas on the site. 
      3.   Tree Grates: Tree wells with grates shall be provided in areas where paved surfaces 
surround the tree. 
      4.   Plants: 
         a.   Not less than seventy five percent (75%) of shrubs, herbaceous perennial and 
ground cover plants used in the park strips shall be water conserving species, selected 
from the City of West Jordan recommended plant list. This list is in the Landscape 



Guidelines Handbook which is available on the city's development services department 
webpage or at the city's development services office. Plants shall meet the size and growth 
standards outlined in section 13-13-6 of this chapter. 
         b.   Up to twenty five percent (25%) of the plant coverage in the park strip may be turf 
grass. Turf is not permitted in park strips except for cemeteries, city maintained park 
strips, adjacent to parks and recreation facilities both public and private and only where 
turf is a primary component of the recreational use.   with a slope greater than thirty 
percent (30%). Permeable artificial turf may be substituted for turf grass used in park 
strips up to fifty percent (50%) of the park strip area. 
         c.   Plants shall be of sufficient number and spacing to provide forty seventy five 
percent (4075%) surface coverage at maturity, not including tree canopies. For properties 
with two (2) or more street frontages, the adjacent park strip on each street frontage is 
calculated separately. 
         d.   Plants in park strips shall not exceed thirty inches (30") in height. Plant spacing in 
park strips shall allow visual and physical access between the street and sidewalk as 
needed. Plantings that create solid barriers in the park strip are prohibited. Thorn bearing 
plants and brambles are prohibited in the park strip.  Vining plants shall be maintained 
within the park strip area and shall not be allowed to grow over the sidewalk or into any 
adjacent gutter.   
         e.   All landscaping in park strips shall comply with the intersection sight triangle 
requirements of section 13-13-6 of this chapterTitle. 
      5.   Mulch: Mulch in park strips shall meet the requirements of section 13-13-6 of this 
chapter.  The adjacent property owner is responsible to remove any mulch from the right of 
way.     6.   Hardscape, Ornamental Gravel, Rocks and Boulders: Gravel, rocks and boulders 
may be used as a landscape material on up to sixty fifty percent (6050%) of the park strip 
area. Hardscape Mmulch shall be sized and placed to prevent it from migrating out of the 
landscape area onto adjacent roads or walkways.  The adjacent property owner is 
responsible to remove any mulch from the right of way.   
   6. Pavers, pavement and other hardscape are permitted in park strips subject to the   
following limitations: 
         a.   Pavers: Ornamental concrete, brick or natural stone pavers, may be used in up to 
sixty fifty percent (6050%) of a park strip's area. 
         b.   Pavement: Asphalt is prohibited in park strips. Solid concrete pavement may be 
permitted in the following cases: 
            (1)   As a pedestrian pathway, as outlined in this section; or 
            (2)   In existing park strips under twenty four inches (24") in width. 
         c.   Materials Near Street Trees: All paving materials shall be kept a minimum of twenty 
four inches (24") away from the outer edge of the trunk at expected maturity. This 
standard also applies to parking areas surrounding street trees. 
          d. Meter bases, sign bases, light bases and other utility components in the park strip 
shall maintain an unpaved area of two and one half feet 2 ½’ around the meter base, sign 
base, light base or utility component. 
      7.   Pedestrian Pathways: Pedestrian pathways are allowed to provide safe and 
convenient access across/through planted park strips between the street and sidewalk. 



Poured concrete or pavers may be used. The pathway shall be not more than five feet (5') 
wide and shall be located to provide the most direct route from the street to the sidewalk. 
The area of pedestrian pathways shall be included in calculating the percentage of non-
plant material in the park strip. 
      8.   Permanent Structures: Retaining walls, fences, steps and other similar structural 
encroachments are prohibited in the park strip, unless specifically approved by the city. 
   C.   Adopted Streetscape Plans: A streetscape plan is required in those cases where a wall 
is required between a development and an arterial or collector street. The plan shall show 
in detail the landscape treatment of the space between the wall and the street curb line. A 
streetscape plan is also required for all commercial, office, manufacturing, institutional and 
multi-family residential developments that are five (5) contiguous acres and larger which 
abut arterial streets. 
      1.   Where an adopted streetscape plan is in place, the developer shall follow such plan. 
      2.   Where no adopted streetscape plan is in place, the developer shall coordinate with 
city staff and receive approval from the planning commission through the subdivision or 
site plan process on development of a streetscape plan and on the installation of the 
irrigation system and plant materials. 
      3.   Streetscape plan requirements for developed areas five (5) contiguous acres and 
larger along arterial streets are as follows: 
         a.   Adjacent to Residential Developments: Unless part of a previously approved master 
plan, development plan or streetscape plan, single-family and two-family residential 
developments adjacent to arterial streets shall contain a minimum ten foot (10') 
landscaped area, with plants arranged and approved by the city’s parks department and 
the city’s urban forester. The required ten foot (10') landscaped area shall be installed by 
the developer following provisions contained in this chapter from the back of sidewalk to 
the adjacent property line. Xeric plants should be used extensively and may be used 
exclusively and shall be used as much as possible. The required street wall shall be 
installed beyond the landscaped area adjacent to the property line. The required ten foot 
(10') landscaped area adjacent to single-family and two-family residential shall be 
dedicated to the City. 
         b.   Adjacent to Commercial, Office, Industrial, Institutional and Multi- Family 
Developments: Unless part of a previously approved master plan, development plan or 
streetscape plan, commercial, office, industrial, institutional and multi-family 
developments adjacent to arterial streets shall contain a minimum ten foot (10') 
landscaped area. The required ten foot (10') landscaped area shall be installed between the 
back of sidewalk to the adjacent development line (parking area, building area, etc.) along 
the entire area adjacent to the arterial street. Decorative or retaining walls no greater than 
two feet (2') in height may be installed in this area. Decorative boulders may be installed in 
this area. The required ten foot (10') landscaped area adjacent to commercial, office, 
industrial and multi-family developments shall be installed and maintained by the 
commercial, office, industrial, institutional and multi- family development. This area may 
be counted as part of the development's overall landscaping percentage requirement. The 
landscaped area shall comply with the provisions governing landscaping in this chapter. 
Xeric plants should be used extensively and may be used exclusively and shall be used as 
much as possible. (2001 Code § 89-6-708; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 10-09, 2-24-2010; Ord. 11-



01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 13-17, 4-24-2013; Ord. 16-54, 12-21-2016; Ord. 18-12, 12-5-2018; 
Ord. 19-50, 12-11-2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 6, 2020) 
 
13-13-9: PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING: 
   A.    Landscaping is required within automobile parking areas with at least that has 
fourteen (14) parking spaces or more to break up large expanses of pavement, to provide 
relief from reflected glare and heat, and to guide vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
   B.   Materials and Installation: 
      1.   Irrigation: All landscaped areas in parking lots that contain any plants or trees shall 
be irrigated. Irrigation shall meet the standards of sections 13-13-6 and 13-13-7 of this 
chapter. 
      2.   Trees: Trees shall meet the requirements of section 13-13-6 of this chapter. 
      3.   Plants: Plants shall meet the requirements of section 13-13-6 of this chapter. 
   C.   Design Standards: 
      1.   Interior Parking Lot Landscaping: Shade trees shall be provided at no less than one 
tree per seven (7) parking spaces (i.e., 70 spaces divided by 7 equals 10 trees). If shade 
trees are not used, not less than six percent (6%) of the interior of a parking lot shall be 
landscaped. For purposes of this section, the interior parking lot area shall be measured as 
the square footage of all parking stalls and the drive aisles which directly serve the parking 
stalls. Within landscaped areas, plants shall be of sufficient number and spacing to provide 
forty fifty percent (4050%) surface coverage at maturity, not including tree canopies. 
Interior parking lot landscaping shall be evenly dispersed throughout the parking lot. 
Planting that is required along the perimeter of a parking lot or adjacent to buildings shall 
not be considered as part of the interior parking lot landscaping. requirement. 
      2.   Perimeter Parking Lot Landscapeing Areas: Where a parking lot is located within a 
required, front, side or rear yard or within twenty feet (20') of a lot property line, 
landscaping shall be provided around the perimeter of the parking lot. The perimeter 
landscaping planting area shall meet all standards for park strip landscaping as per section 
13-13-8 of this chapter. be a minimum of eight feet (8’) wide and shall be designed, 
contained, planted and irrigated according to this chapter. 
      3.   Landscaped Areas: The minimum interior dimensions of any landscaped area or 
planting median shall be eight feet (8') wide, unless determined otherwise by the Zoning 
Administrator.  An application for such a determination shall be made according to the 
provisions of this Title and Title 15.   Each landscaped area shall be protected by concrete 
vertical curbs. Curbs may be designed to allow stormwater to enter the landscaped area. 
Where such curbs serve as a wheel stop for parking spaces, not less than thirty six inches 
(36") shall be provided in the planting area as overhang clearance for between the curb 
stop and the tree locations.  Other low growing plants or mulch shall be placed in this tree 
exclusion area. 
      4.   Intersection Sight Triangle: All landscaping shall meet the intersection sight distance 
requirements as per section 13-13-6 of this chapter. 
      5.   Existing Plants: Existing trees and vegetation shall be protected in accordance with 
section 13-13-5 of this chapter. (2001 Code § 89-6-709; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-
2011; Ord. 13-17, 4-24-2013) 



 
13-13-10: LANDSCAPED BUFFERS: 
   A.   Intent: Landscape Bbuffers are used to shall mitigate the transition between more 
intense land uses and/or between different development types.  Only the more intense land 
use shall be required to provide the landscape buffer.   
   B.   Materials And Installation: 
      1.   Landscaped buffers shall be not less than twenty feet (20') wide. The area of this 
buffer may be counted toward the required landscape area. for a development site. 
Sidewalks and walking paths may be included in a landscape buffer. The width and location 
of the landscaped buffer may be modified by the Zoning Administrator in accordance with 
subsection 13-4-12B6h of this title. 
      2.   Buffers shall be designed with sufficient number, size and density of trees and 
shrubs to mitigate visual and auditory impacts. A minimum of one tree for each four 
hundred (400) square feet, or fraction thereof, of the landscaped buffer shall be planted. 
This requirement is in addition to the required park strip landscaping and parking lot 
landscaping. 
   C.   Exceptions: 
      1.   Where a landscape buffer already exists along the property line of an abutting 
property, the landscape buffer requirement for the subject property may be waived or 
reduced in width by the Zoning Administrator. (2001 Code § 89-6-710; amd. Ord. 11-01, 3-
23-2011; Ord. 13-17, 4-24-2013) 
 
13-13-11: SPECIAL LANDSCAPE STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC LAND USES: 
   A.   Intent: All landscaping shall meet the special requirements of this section according to 
the specific land use zone requirements, in addition to the requirements of this title. When 
in conflict with other requirements of this title, the requirements of this section shall 
supersede. 
   B.   Design Standards: 

1. Single-Family and Two-Family Developments. 
a. Front Yard And Corner Side Yard Landscaped Areas: All areas on residential 

lots located between the front lot line and the main building and between the 
main building and the lot line of a corner side yard of a corner lot, except 
driveways, parking areas, walkways, utility areas, approved decks, patios and 
porches, shall be landscaped with suitable trees, shrubs, ground covers, 
perennials, other landscaping materials and/or decorative paving. Plants, not 
including tree canopies, shall cover forty percent (40%) or more of the front 
or corner side yard landscape area at maturity.   At maturity, landscapes shall 
have enough plant material (perennials and shrubs) to create at least 75% living 
plant cover at maturity at the ground plane, not including tree canopies.  

b. Turf shall not be installed in park strips, paths, or on slopes greater than 3:1 grade.   
No turf area shall be less than 8 feet wide at its narrowest point. To the extent 
reasonably practicable, turf shall be free from obstructions (trees, signs, posts, valve 
boxes, etc.). Permeable artificial turf may be substituted for turf in all single-family 
and two-family developments up to 35% of the landscaped area and shall be 



replaced when damaged or deteriorated. 
 

c. Landscaping shall adhere to Localscapes requirements of Jordan Valley Water 
Conservancy District and shall be properly labeled on the landscape plan submitted 
to the City for review stating: “This plan is designed and follows Localscapes 
requirements.”   

 

i. In the front yard and back yards of all lots 4,000 square feet and larger a 
designed Central Open Shape shall be created by using turf, hardscape, 
groundcover, gravel, or mulch.  

 
ii. Gathering Areas shall be constructed of Hardscape and placed outside of the 

Central Open Shape. In a landscape without Lawn, Gathering Areas may 
function as the Central Open Shape.  

 
 

iii. Activity Zones shall be located outside of the Central Open Shape and shall 
be surfaced with materials other than Lawn.  
 

iv. Paths shall be made with materials that do not include turf, such as 
Hardscape, Mulch, or other groundcover. 

 
 

v. Turf areas shall not exceed the greater of 250 square feet, or 35% of the total 
landscaped area. 
 

vi. Small residential lots less than 4,000 square feet with a total landscaped area 
of less than 250 square feet are exempt from the 8 feet minimum width Lawn 
area requirement. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Park Strip Landscaping for Single-Family And Two-Family Developments. 
a. Park strip landscaping standards shall not contain turf and shall be installed to 

provide safety along roadways, does not contain materials that may cause harm or 
injury to pedestrians or vehicles, provide safe and convenient access across park 
strips to and from parking areas, allow access for repair and maintenance of public 
utilities. 

b.  Irrigation: Plants or trees in all park strips shall be irrigated. All irrigation systems 
should be designed for efficient use of water using microspray, bubblers or drip 
irrigation systems. that meet the requirements of this chapter. Parking strips less 
than eight feet (8') wide shall not be irrigated with pop up, fixed or rotor sprinklers.   

c. Trees: Each frontage shall have two (2) trees. The two (2) required trees may be 
planted in the front or corner side yard areas or in the park strip abutting the street. 
Trees planted in the park strip shall be selected from the city of West Jordan street 
tree list. This list is contained in the landscape guidelines handbook which is 
available at the city's development services department office or can be viewed on 
the city's services development department webpage. Trees planted on private 
property in the front or corner side yard are encouraged but not required to be 
selected from the city of West Jordan street tree list.  

d.  Plants: Not less than eighty percent (80%) of shrubs, herbaceous perennial and 
ground cover plants used in the park strips shall be water conserving species, 
selected from the city of West Jordan recommended plant list.  Turf shall not be 
planted in park strips.  This list is in the landscape guidelines handbook which is 
available on the city's development services department webpage or at the city's 
development services department office. Turf may be used in park strips, however, 
the use of drought tolerant plants is strongly encouraged. Plants in park strips shall 
not exceed thirty inches (30") in height. Plantings that create solid barriers are 
prohibited. Thorn bearing plants and brambles  are also prohibited.  

e. Mulch: Bark, shredded plant material, compost, and gravel between one-
fourth inch (0.25") and three inches (3") in diameter may be used as mulch 
for plants. Mulch shall be a minimum three inches (3") in depth and placed to 
prevent it from migrating out of the landscape area onto adjacent roads or 
walkways.  The adjacent property owner is responsible for removing mulch 
from the right-of-way.  

f.  Hardscape: Up to fifty percent (50%) of a park strip may be in ornamental 
Gravel, Pavers, Mulch, Rocks, Boulders And Permeable Artificial Turf: Gravel, 
pavers (ornamental concrete, brick or natural stone), mulch, rocks, boulders 
(less than 18 inches high) and permeable artificial turf may be used as a 
landscape material up to fifty percent (50%) of a park strip area.  Gravel and 
rocks shall measure a minimum of one and one- half inches (11/2") in 
diameter or larger. Hardscape around meter bases, sign bases, light bases and 
other utility components in the park strip shall maintain an unpaved area of 
two and one half feet 2 ½’ around the meter base, sign base, light base or 
utility component.  

g.  Pavement: Solid concrete pavement may be permitted in the following cases: 



i. As a pedestrian pathway, as outlined in section 13-13-8 of this chapter; The 
pathway shall be not more than five feet (5') wide and shall be located to 
provide the most direct route from the street to the sidewalk. The area of 
pedestrian pathways shall be included in calculating the percentage of non-
plant material in the park strip.  Or 

ii.  In existing park strips under twenty four inches (24") in width. 
iii.   Asphalt is prohibited in park strips. 

h. Materials Near Street Trees: All paving materials shall be kept a minimum of 
twenty four inches (24") away from the outer edge of the trunk at expected 
maturity. This standard also applies to parking areas surrounding street trees. 

i.  Intersection and Driveway Sight Triangle: Landscaping within the site right of 
way and in setback areas adjacent to street intersections and driveways shall 
adhere to the intersection sight triangle requirements.  as shown in the 
landscape guidelines handbook. Trees or plants or boulders exceeding eighteen 
inches (18") in height shall not be located in the site triangle. 

j. Permanent Structures: Retaining walls, fences, steps and other similar structural 
encroachments are prohibited, unless specifically approved by the city. 

3. Adopted Streetscape Plans: A streetscape plan is required in those cases where a 
wall is required between a development and an arterial or collector street. The plan 
shall show in detail the landscape treatment of the space between the wall and the 
street curb line. 

a. Where an adopted streetscape plan is in place, the developer shall follow 
such plan. 

b.  Where no adopted streetscape plan is in place, the developer shall 
coordinate with city staff and receive approval from the planning 
commission through the subdivision or site plan process on development of a 
streetscape plan and on the installation of the irrigation system and plant 
materials. 

 
4. Homebuilders and/or developers who construct model homes for a designated 

subdivision shall have at least one model home with water-efficient landscaping, such as 
the Localscapes design style. The water-efficient landscaping option shall meet the 
Landscape Design Standards and Irrigation Design Standards of this chapter, and the 
turf area shall not exceed 35% of the total landscaped area. 

a. Model homes shall have landscaping and irrigation plans approved by the City prior 
to issuance of building permits.    

b. Model homes shall include an informational brochure on water-efficient landscaping 
or Localscapes.  

c. Prohibition on Restrictive Covenants Requiring Turf. A Homeowners Association 
governing documents, such as bylaws, operating rules, covenants, conditions, and 
restrictions that govern the operation of a common interest development, are void 
and unenforceable if they:  

i. Require the use of turf in landscape areas less than 8 feet wide or require turf in 



other areas that exceed 35% of the landscaped area; or  
ii. Prohibit, or include conditions that have the effect of prohibiting, the use of 

water-conserving plants as a group; or  
iii. Have the effect of prohibiting or restricting compliance with this chapter or 

other water conservation measures. 
 
      2.   Multiple-Family Developments: 

a. Landscaped Areas: Not less than forty percent (40%) of the total development site 
of a multiple-family project shall be landscaped.  A contiguous recreation area for 
the multi-family development may be planted in turf but shall not exceed fifty 
percent (50%) of the required landscaped area.  Example 100,000 square foot site X 
40% = 40,000 square feet landscaping / 50% = 20,000 turf recreation area 
maximum.   

b. The front yard and side yards adjacent to public streets, except those portions 
devoted to driveways and sidewalks shall be landscaped.  The minimum width of 
landscaped areas adjacent to public streets shall be twenty five feet (25’) wide.  
This planting area shall meet all requirements of this chapter.   

         b.   Site Trees: A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square feet of 
landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement of this chapter. 
         c.   Park Strip Landscaping: Park strip landscaping shall meet the requirements of 
section 13-13-8 of this chapter. 
         d.   Parking Lot Landscaping: Parking lot landscaping shall meet the requirements of 
section 13-13-9 of this chapter. 
         e.   Landscaped Buffer: A landscaped buffer is required for any multi-family 
development adjacent to an existing lower density residential development. Buffers shall 
meet the requirements of section 13-13-10 of this chapter. 
      3.   Business/Research Park Zone: 
         a.   Landscaped Areas: Landscaped areas shall comprise not less than twenty five 
percent (25%) of the site. The front yard and side yards adjacent to public streets, except 
those portions devoted to driveways and sidewalks, shall be landscaped. 
         b.   Site Trees: A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square feet of 
landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement. 
         c.   Park Strip Landscaping: Park strip landscaping shall meet the requirements of 
section 13-13-8 of this chapter. 
         d.   Parking Lot Landscaping: Parking lot landscaping shall meet the requirements of 
section 13-13-9 of this chapter. 
         e.   Landscape Buffers: Landscape buffers may be required in areas that abut less 
intense or incompatible land uses or as visual barriers around parking and utility areas. 
Buffers shall meet the requirements of section 13-13-10 of this chapter. 
     
 



  4.   Commercial And Professional Office: 
         a.   Landscaped Areas: Landscaped areas shall comprise not less than fifteen percent 
(15%) of a commercial or professional office site. Front and side yards adjacent to a public 
street, except those portions devoted to driveways and sidewalks, shall be landscaped. 
         b.   Site Trees: A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square feet of 
landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement. 
         c.   Landscaped Buffer: A landscaped buffer is required for any commercial or 
professional office adjacent to an existing residential development. Buffers shall meet the 
requirements of section 13-13-10 of this chapter. 
      5.   Manufacturing Developments: 
         a.   Landscaped Areas: Landscaped areas shall comprise not less than ten percent 
(10%) of a manufacturing site. A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square 
feet of landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement. 
         b.   Landscaped Buffers: A landscaped buffer is required for any manufacturing 
development adjacent to an existing residential development. Buffers shall meet the 
requirements of section 13-13-10 of this chapter. 
      6.   Nonresidential Uses In Residential Districts (Such As School And Churches): 
         a.   Landscaped Areas: Landscaped areas shall comprise not less than fifteen percent 
(15%) of a nonresidential site. Front and side yards adjacent to a public street, except those 
portions devoted to driveways and sidewalks, shall be landscaped. 
         b.   Site Trees: A minimum of one tree per two thousand (2,000) square feet of 
landscaped area is required, in addition to any park strip, parking lot landscaping or 
landscaped buffer requirement. 
         c.   Landscaped Buffer: A landscaped buffer is required for any nonresidential adjacent 
to an existing residential development. Buffers shall meet the requirements of section 13-
13-10 of this chapter. 
         d.   Exemption: Nonresidential uses in residential districts are exempt from the field 
inspection requirements of section 13-13-4 of this chapter. (2001 Code § 89-6-711; amd. 
2009 Code; Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; Ord. 19-50, 12-11-2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 
6, 2020) 
 
13-13-12: LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE: 
   A.   Intent: The developer, his successor and/or subsequent owners of a site for which 
landscape plans were required shall be responsible for the maintenance, repair and 
replacement of all landscaping elements. Park strips shall be maintained by the owner of 
property abutting city easements, rights of way and park strips. 
   B.   Irrigation Systems: Irrigation systems shall be maintained in good working condition 
and adjusted at least monthly or as frequently as required by the owner's manual to ensure 
optimal operation and efficient water use. Regular irrigation based on schedules prepared 
by the irrigation designer and/or auditor shall be provided. 
      1.   Malfunctioning systems that are no longer conveying water as specified shall be 
repaired or replaced within one month to ensure no plants are lost or damaged. 



   C.   Landscaping: All landscape plants shall be maintained in good condition so as to 
present a healthy, neat and orderly appearance. Plants not in this condition shall be 
removed and replaced when necessary. 
   D.   Trees: Tree maintenance and pruning on private property shall be the responsibility 
of the property owner or tenant. 
      1.   For any tree in a park strip or within the landscape setback area where there is no 
park strip, property owners or tenants are not permitted to remove or conduct major 
pruning (20 percent or more of the crown), without prior approval from the city's urban 
forester. As a condition of such approval, the permittee may be required to replace the tree. 
      2.   Protect trees against damage caused by maintenance equipment, such as lawn 
mowers, weed trimmers, snowblowers and snowplows. 
   E.   Weed Control: Weeds shall be controlled to prevent their spread and maintain a neat 
appearance. Weeds listed on the West Jordan noxious weed list, shall be removed, and shall 
not be included in any new landscape planting. This list is in the landscape guidelines 
handbook which is available on the city's development services department webpage or at 
the city's development services department office. 
   F.   Grounds Maintenance: Landscaped areas shall be kept free of refuse and debris. 
   G.   Clearance and Visibility.  Any portion of a tree that is in the park strip public right of 
way or that overhangs the public right of way from private property may be removed up to 
the property line at any time without notice by the City.  However, the requirements below 
are minimums that shall be maintained. 
      1.   Trees adjacent to pedestrian walkways shall have a minimum canopy clearance of 
eight feet (8') above grade.   
      2.   Tree canopies that extend over streets travelways shall be pruned to provide canopy 
clearance of at least fifteen feet (15') above street pavement in travel lanes and ten feet 
(10') above pavement in parking lanes. 
      3.   Plants in the intersection sight triangle described in section 13-13-6 of this chapter 
shall be pruned to maintain maximum heights specified in this standard. (Ord. 11-01, 3-23-
2011; Ord. 19-50, 12-11-2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 6, 2020) 
 
13-13-13: WATER landsca WATER CONSERVATION: 
   A.   Intent: The city intends to meter, monitor, and require adjustments to irrigation 
systems to improve awareness of water consumption, promote careful landscape design 
and maintenance, and encourage water conservation. 
   B.   Applicability: Applies to all properties that are required to build and maintain a 
separate water meter for landscape use. 
   C.   Establish Usage Baseline Landscape Water Allowance: The baseline landscape water 
consumption allowance shall be established for each month of the year using the water 
allowance worksheet in the city of West Jordan landscape guidelines handbook (available 
at the city's development services department office or on the city's development services 
department webpage). 
   D.   Monitoring: Water consumption records may be monitored monthly by the city. 
Businesses may receive an annual usage report by mail, with a comparison of their monthly 
landscape water allowance monthly allowance against actual water consumption data. 



Each month that a customer's water consumption exceeds one hundred thirty percent 
(130%) of the monthly landscape water allowance, the city may notify the property owner 
by mail. 
   E.   Irrigation System Adjustments: After the first month in which a landscape exceeds one 
hundred thirty percent (130%) of its monthly landscape water allowance, a free irrigation 
audit and timing clock adjustment is provided by the city upon owner's request. After the 
third month in which a landscape exceeds one hundred thirty percent (130%) of its 
monthly landscape water allowance, an irrigation audit and timing clock adjustment may 
be required by the city to determine if the water allowance should be adjusted and locate 
any leaks, maladjusted sprinkler heads, design flaws, or scheduling changes that should be 
made in order to meet the monthly allowance. (Ord. 11-01, 3-23-2011; amd. Ord. 19-50, 
12-11-2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 6, 2020) 



13-2-3: DEFINITIONS: 
As used in this title, the words, terms and phrases defined in this section shall have the 
following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates a contrary meaning. Terms defined in 
title 12, "Sign Regulations", and title 14, "Subdivision Regulations", of this code shall have the 
same meaning when used in this title. 

ACCESSORY BUILDING OR ACCESSORY STRUCTURE: A building or structure that is 
subordinate and incidental to the main building on the lot. 

ACCESSORY LIVING QUARTERS: An area detached from the principal dwelling unit provided 
for guests, relatives or domestic employees of the occupants of the principal dwelling, which 
may include cooking, sleeping and sanitary facilities, and which is not leased or rented, except 
to family members related by blood, marriage or adoption. The term shall not include 
"apartment" or "dwelling unit". 

ACCESSORY USE: A use which is incidental and subordinate to a prescribed permitted use 
within any respective zoning provisions. 

ACTIVE AND INDEPENDENT ADULT COMMUNITY: A community or living facility designed 
specifically for seniors fifty five (55) years of age and older which typically contain recreational 
amenities and support services which provide for social interaction and mutual support in a 
common interest. This type of housing is designed for seniors who are healthy, active and 
capable of completely independent living, but may provide limited support services, such as 
medical or convenience services. 

ACTIVE RECREATION AREA: An area that is dedicated to active play where turf grass may be 
used as the playing surfaces. Examples of active recreation areas include sports fields, play 
areas, and other similar uses. 

ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT (ALS): The functional provision of advanced airway management, 
including intubation, advanced cardiac monitoring, manual defibrillation, establishment and 
maintenance of intravenous access, and drug therapy. 

AGRICULTURAL SALES AND SERVICE: An establishment primarily engaged in the sale or 
rental of farm tools and implements, feed and grain, tack, animal care products, propane, 
butane, anhydrous ammonia, farm supplies and the like, and including accessory food sales 
and machinery repair services. This definition shall also include greenhouses which are used for 
wholesale and/or retail purposes. 

AGRICULTURE: The growing of plants, crops, trees and other agricultural or forestry products, 
raising livestock or other commercial agricultural enterprises. 

AIRPORT: Any public or privately owned or operated ground facility designed to accommodate 
landing and takeoff operations of fixed wing and rotary aircraft, including all necessary runways, 
taxiways, helipads, terminals, terminal services, aircraft storage and tie down areas, hangars, 
operation facilities, maintenance facilities and associated equipment storage, navigational aids, 
weather facilities, communication facilities, other necessary buildings and structures that are 
incidental to airport operations and open spaces. 

AIRPORT HAZARD: Any structure or object or natural growth located on or in the vicinity of the 
airport, or any use of land near the airport, which obstructs the airspace required for the flight of 
aircraft in landing or takeoff at the airport, or is otherwise hazardous to such landing or takeoff 
aircraft. 



AIRPORT HEIGHT: For the purpose of determining the height limits in all zones set forth in this 
title and shown on the zoning map, means vertical distance above the airport runway, unless 
otherwise specified. 

AIRPORT REFERENCE POINT: The point established as the approximate geographic center of 
the airport landing area. 

ALLEY: A public thoroughfare for the use of pedestrians and vehicles that affords, or is 
designated or intended to afford, a secondary means of access to abutting properties. 

ALLUVIAL FAN FLOODING: Flooding occurring on the surface of an alluvial fan or similar 
landform which originates at the apex and is characterized by high velocity flows; active 
processes of erosion, sediment transport, and deposition; and unpredictable flow paths. 

ANIMAL CREMATORIUM: An establishment engaged in the preparation of deceased domestic 
animals for cremation in properly installed, certified apparatuses intended for use in the act of 
cremation. Animal crematoriums may include storage of caskets, urns and related supplies. 

ANIMAL HUSBANDRY: The use of land for dairying, animal raising and general nurturing of 
animals, including breeding, pasturing and ranching. 

ANIMAL SPECIALTIES: The production of small animals and associated products. Typical uses 
include chicken and turkey raising, egg production, apiaries and aviaries. 

ANNUAL FLOWERING PLANTS: Flowering plants which have a life span of only one growing 
season outdoors. 

ANTENNA: A transmitting or receiving device used in telecommunications that radiates or 
captures radio signals. 

ANTENNA, MICRO WIRELESS FACILITY: A type of small wireless facility that, not including 
any antenna, is no larger in dimension than twenty four inches (24") in length, fifteen inches 
(15") in width, and twelve inches (12") in height, on which any exterior antenna is no longer than 
eleven inches (11") and that only provides Wi-Fi service that is integrated into a new 
freestanding pole or mounted on overhead power poles or light poles in the public right of way 
as defined by Utah Code Annotated chapter 54-21 or as amended. 

ANTENNA, MONOPOLE COLLOCATION: The attachment of one or more antennas, antenna 
arrays, support structures and/or other associated equipment to an existing monopole that is in 
addition to the number of antennas, arrays, supports and/or equipment that was originally 
approved. 

ANTENNA, ROOF MOUNTED: An antenna or series of individual antennas mounted to the flat 
roof surface of a building. 

ANTENNA, SMALL WIRELESS FACILITY: A type of wireless facility that is integrated into a 
new freestanding pole or mounted on overhead power poles or light poles in the public right of 
way on which each wireless provider's antenna can fit within an enclosure of no more than six 
(6) cubic feet in volume and associated electrical equipment (except the electric meter, 
concealment element, telecommunications demarcation box, grounding equipment, power 
transfer switch, cut-off switch, vertical cable run for the connection of power or other service, or 
antenna) is cumulatively no more than twenty eight (28) cubic feet in volume as defined by Utah 
Code Annotated chapter 54-21 or as amended. 

ANTENNA, STEALTH: An antenna or series of individual antennas that are completely 
concealed from the view of the general public within an existing structure. 



ANTENNA, WALL MOUNTED: An antenna or series of individual antennas mounted against the 
vertical exterior wall of a building. 

ANTENNA, WHIP: An antenna, cylindrical in shape that can be directional or omnidirectional 
and vary in size depending upon the frequency and gain for which it is designed. 

APEX: A point on an alluvial fan or similar landform below which the flow path of the major 
stream that formed the fan becomes unpredictable and alluvial fan flooding can occur. 

AREA OF SHALLOW FLOODING: A designated AO, AH, AR/AH, AR/AO or VO zone on the 
City's flood insurance rate map (FIRM) with a one percent (1%) chance or greater annual 
chance of flooding to an average depth of one (1) to three feet (3') where a clearly defined 
channel does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable and where velocity flow may 
be evident. Such flooding is characterized by ponding or sheet flow. 

AREA OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD: The land in the floodplain within a community subject to 
a one percent (1%) or greater chance of flooding in any given year. The area may be 
designated as flood insurance rate map (FIRM) Zones A, AE, AH, AO, A1-99, VO, V1-30, VE or 
V. 

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITY: Housing typically for elderly persons age seventy five (75) and 
older who may or may not require assistance with daily living activities. These facilities often 
provide limited to intensive services but require residents to have at least partial mobility, 
reasonable good health and be capable of performing most routine living tasks and functions. 

ATHLETIC FIELD: A developed recreational area for indoor or outdoor recreational games that 
may contain a playground as well as fields for competitive sports such as baseball, football, 
lacrosse or soccer. Bleachers or grandstands may be provided. 

AUCTION: Any sale where tangible goods, wares or merchandise is sold by an auctioneer who 
is either the agent for the owner of such property or is in fact the owner thereof. 

AUDITORIUM OR STADIUM: An open, partially enclosed or fully enclosed facility used or 
intended to be used primarily for spectator sports, entertainment events, expositions, and other 
public gatherings. Typical uses include convention and exhibition halls, sports arenas and 
amphitheaters. 

AUTOMATED CAR WASH: A car wash facility with sufficient automation to independently pull a 
vehicle through a washing portal without driver intervention. 

BAIL BOND SERVICE: An establishment which provides sureties to procure the release of 
persons under arrest by becoming responsible for their appearance at the time and place 
designated. 

BANK OR FINANCIAL INSTITUTION: An organization involved in deposit banking, finance, 
investment, mortgages, trusts and the like. Typical uses include commercial banks, credit 
unions, finance companies and savings institutions. This definition also includes automated 
teller machines. This definition excludes check cashing credit services, bail bonds and 
pawnshops. 

BASE FLOOD: The flood having a one percent (1%) chance of being equaled or exceeded in 
any given year. 

BASEMENT: Any area of the building having its floor subgrade (below ground level) on all 
sides. 



BASIC INDUSTRY: An establishment engaged in the basic processing and manufacturing of 
materials or products predominantly from extracted or raw materials or a use engaged in 
storage of, or manufacturing processes utilizing, flammable or explosive materials or storage or 
manufacturing processes which potentially involve hazardous or commonly recognized 
offensive conditions. Typical uses include chemical manufacturing and warehousing, dry ice 
manufacturing, fat rendering plants, fertilizer manufacturing, fireworks and explosives 
manufacturing and warehousing, petroleum refineries, pulp processing and paper products 
manufacturing, radioactive materials manufacture or use, slaughterhouses, steelworks, and 
tanneries. 

BED AND BREAKFAST: An owner occupied structure that provides lodging rooms in which 
meals are provided to overnight guests, and that is open to the traveling public for a stay not to 
exceed twenty (20) days. 

BERM: A mound of earth, generally two feet (2') to six feet (6') high, used to shield, screen and 
buffer undesirable views and to separate land uses. 

BLOCK: Land surrounded by streets and other rights-of-way other than an alley, or land which 
is designated as a block on any recorded subdivision plat. 

BLOOD BANK: An establishment primarily engaged in collection, storing and distributing blood 
and blood products. 

BRAMBLE: any of a genus (Rubus or Ribes) usually prickly shrubs of the rose family including 
the raspberries, gooseberries and blackberries. 

BREWPUB: A restaurant that prepares handcrafted natural beer as an accessory use intended 
for consumption on the premises. Production capacity shall be limited to less than two thousand 
(2,000) barrels (1 barrel equals 31 gallons) per year. The area used for brewing and/or bottling 
shall not exceed thirty percent (30%) of the total floor area of the restaurant space. 

BUBBLER: An irrigation head that delivers water to the root zone by "flooding" the planted area, 
usually measured in gallons per minute. Bubblers exhibit a trickle, umbrella or short stream 
pattern. 

BUFFER: An area or tract of land, which includes landscaping, berms, walls, fences and 
enhanced building setbacks, that are located between differing land uses to mitigate impacts of 
the more intensive use over the less intensive use. 

BUILDABLE AREA: That portion or area of a lot or parcel which may be covered only with the 
principal dwelling, structure or approved use. 

BUILDING: A permanently located structure for the shelter, housing or enclosure of any person, 
animal, article or chattel. 

BUILDING ENVELOPE: The designated area on a lot or parcel within which a building or 
accessory structure must be contained. A building envelope is exclusive of undevelopable, 
setback and buffer areas. 

BUILDING FACADE: Any exterior wall of a building, including windows, doors and mansard, but 
not including a pitched roof. 

BUILDING, MAIN: The principal building on a lot or building site designed or used to 
accommodate the primary use to which the premises is devoted. Where a permissible use 
involves more than one structure designed or used for the primary purpose, as in the case of 



apartment groups, each such permitted building on one "lot", as defined in this section, shall be 
construed as constituting a main building. 

BUILDING OFFICIAL: The city administrative employee charged with the enforcement of the 
building code (or other ordinances) as may be assigned by his or her department. 

BUILDING PERMIT: The permit required for new construction and additions pursuant to this 
title. 

BUS SHELTER: A covered three (3) sided structure intended to provide protection from the 
elements for people waiting for a bus at a designated UTA bus stop. 

BUS TERMINAL: A building or premises for the transient housing or parking of commercial 
motor vehicles and for the pick up and discharge of fare paying intercity passengers. Accessory 
uses may include ticket offices, luggage checking facilities and similar uses. 

BUSINESS, EQUIPMENT RENTAL AND SUPPLIES: An establishment primarily engaged in the 
sale, rental or repair of equipment and supplies used by office, professional and service 
establishments to businesses rather than to individuals. This definition excludes automotive, 
construction and farm equipment. Typical uses include office equipment and supply firms, small 
business machine repair shops, and hotel equipment and supply firms. 

BUSINESS SERVICE: An establishment primarily engaged in the display, storage and sale of 
goods or services used by office, professional and service establishments. 

CAPITAL BUDGET: A separate budget dedicated to financing capital improvements. 

CAPITAL FACILITIES: Any or all of the following facilities that have a life expectancy of ten (10) 
or more years: 

   A.   Water rights and water supply; 

   B.   Water treatment and distribution facilities; 

   C.   Wastewater collection and treatment facilities; 

   D.   Stormwater, drainage and flood control facilities; 

   E.   Roadway facilities; 

   F.   Parks, recreation facilities, open space and trails; and 

   G.   Public safety facilities. 

CAR WASH: An establishment primarily engaged in cleaning or detailing motor vehicles, 
whether self-service, automatic or by hand. 

CARPORT: A covered automobile parking space with at least two (2) sides open. 

CEMETERY: Land used or intended to be used for the burial of the dead, including 
crematoriums and mausoleums. 

CHECK CASHING CREDIT SERVICE: An establishment engaged in providing credit 
intermediation and related activities that facilitate the lending of funds, issuance of credit, or any 
other similar types of businesses licensed by the state pursuant to the check cashing 
registration act. Typical uses include check cashing services, payday advances/loans, short 
term loans, deferred deposit loans and title loans. This definition excludes banks and financial 
institutions, and investment companies. 



CHECK VALVE: A device used in sprinkler heads or pipe to prevent water from draining out of 
the pipe through gravity flow.  

CHURCH OR PLACE OF WORSHIP: Any structure or site such as a church, synagogue, 
chapel, sanctuary or cathedral, used for the collective or individual involvement with a religious 
activity, such as rites, rituals, ceremonies, prayers and discussions. 

CITY: The city of West Jordan, Utah, a municipal corporation. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR: The city administrative employee charged with the daily operations of 
all city departments, who is also the supervisor of department heads (chief administrative 
officer). 

CITY CENTER: A traditional and urban downtown redevelopment area that has design features 
and a diversity and mix of uses not found in general commercial and office districts. Such uses 
include professional, residential, office, municipal and cultural buildings set in a more pedestrian 
friendly atmosphere. 

CITY COUNCIL: The West Jordan City council. 

CLEAR VISION ZONE: Corner areas at intersecting streets and driveways in which 
unobstructed vision of motor vehicle operators is maintained and which are subject to the 
limitations set forth in section 13-8-4 of this title. 

CLUB: An organization or establishment providing meeting, recreational or social facilities as a 
private or nonprofit association, where alcoholic beverages may be provided along with 
entertainment. Typical uses provided and operated by a club include lodges, meeting halls, 
recreation centers and private social clubs. 

CLUSTERING: A development or subdivision design that concentrates buildings or lots on a 
part of the site to allow the remaining land to be used for recreation, common open space 
and/or preservation of environmentally sensitive areas. 

COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY: An institution of higher education offering undergraduate or 
graduate degrees and including such accessory uses as dormitories and stadiums. 

COMMERCIAL PARKING: A paved area or structure, other than a street, alley or driveway, 
specifically designed and developed for the parking of motor vehicles on a temporary basis, 
other than accessory to a principal use. 

CONCRETE MASONRY UNITS (CMU): A type of building material used in the construction of 
walls, fences, building facades, etc., and includes dyed or tinted split faced and smooth faced 
block. 

CONDITIONAL USE: A land use that, because of its unique characteristics or potential impact 
on the municipality, surrounding neighbors or adjacent land uses, may not be compatible in 
some areas or may be compatible only if certain conditions are required that mitigate or 
eliminate the detrimental impacts. 

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT: The permission granted by city authorities to use properties 
under special circumstances and with specific requirements and conditions attached. 

CONDOMINIUM: The ownership of a single unit in a multi-unit project, together with an 
undivided interest in common in the common areas and facilities of the property. 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-18977#JD_13-8-4
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-18977#JD_13-8-4


CONDOMINIUM PROJECT:   A real estate condominium project; a plan or project whereby two 
(2) or more units, whether contained in existing or proposed apartments, commercial or 
industrial buildings or structures or otherwise, are separately offered or proposed to be offered 
for sale. This definition shall also mean the property when the context so requires. 

CONICAL ROOF: A cone shaped roof. 

CONSTRUCTION: The materials, architecture, assembly and installation of a building or 
structure. 

CONSTRUCTION SALES AND RENTAL: An establishment engaged in the retail or wholesale 
sale of materials and services used in the construction of buildings or other structures, as well 
as the storage of construction equipment or materials on lots other than construction sites and 
may also include facilities for service and maintenance of equipment that is sold or rented. 
Typical uses include lumberyards, home improvement centers, construction equipment sales 
and rental, electrical, plumbing, air conditioning and heating supply stores, swimming pool 
sales, construction and trade contractors' offices and storage yards, and public utility 
corporation storage yards. Equipment offered for sale or rental may include, but is not 
necessarily limited to, semitractors and trailers, backhoes, road graders, construction tractors, 
farm tractors, plows, combines, flatbed trailers, well drilling equipment, dump trucks, and other 
similar products or equipment. 

CONTINUING CARE RETIREMENT FACILITY/COMMUNITY: A cluster of varied housing 
options to meet the spectrum of needs and interests ranging from active adults through assisted 
living, often including on premises skilled nursing facilities. These facilities'/communities' primary 
feature is the provision of "lifetime" supportive services at each stage of a senior's later life. 

CONTROLLER: A device used in irrigation systems to automatically control when and how long 
sprinklers or drip systems operate. 

CONVALESCENT CARE FACILITY: An establishment providing bed care and inpatient 
services for persons needing regular medical attention, but excluding a facility providing surgical 
or emergency medical services, or providing care for mental illness or communicable disease. 
Convalescent care facilities may provide inpatient services to those of all ages. 

CONVENIENCE STORE: An establishment serving a limited market area and engaged in the 
retail sale or rental, from the premises, of food, beverages and other frequently or recurrently 
needed items for household use, excluding gasoline sales. 

CONVENTION CENTER: A facility used for service organizations, business and professional 
conferences, and seminars limited to accommodations for conference attendees. 
Accommodations may include dining and recreation. 

CORNICE: The projection at the top of a wall; the top course or molding of a wall when it serves 
as a crowning member. 

CORRECTIONAL FACILITY: A facility providing housing and care for individuals legally 
confined for violations of law. 

CRITICAL FEATURE: An integral and readily identifiable part of a flood protection system, 
without which the flood protection provided by the entire system would be compromised. 

CUL-DE-SAC: A street closed at one end by a paved turnaround area of sufficient size for 
convenient reversal of traffic movement. 



CULTURAL SERVICE: A library, museum or similar public or registered nonprofit organizational 
use displaying, preserving and exhibiting objects of community and cultural interest in one or 
more of the arts and sciences. 

CUT: The excavation of land into a hillside to create a flat area or to steepen a bank. 

DATA CENTER: Real and personal property consisting of a building or group of buildings or 
group of buildings or structures specifically designed or modified to house networked computers 
and data and transaction processing equipment and related infrastructure support equipment, 
including, power and cooling equipment. 

DAYCARE: An establishment that provides care, protection, and supervision for individuals on a 
regular basis away from their primary residences for less than twenty four (24) hours per day. 
The term does not include kindergartens, nursery schools or other daytime programs operated 
by public or private elementary or secondary schools or institutions of higher learning; facilities 
operated in connection with a shopping center, or other principal activity, where children are 
cared for temporarily while parents or custodians of the children are occupied on the premises 
or are in the immediate vicinity and readily available; or special activities programs, including 
athletics, crafts instruction and similar activities conducted on a periodic basis by civic, 
charitable and governmental organizations. For purposes of this title, there are three (3) types of 
daycare centers. In computing the occupancy of the categories of daycare centers listed below, 
all clients, including parents or children of the daycare provider and parents or children of 
employees, shall be counted: 

   A.   Daycare, General: A daycare center that provides care, protection and supervision for 
twelve (12) or more children per day. 

   B.   Daycare, Limited: A daycare center that provides care, protection and supervision for 
fewer than twelve (12) children per day. 

   C.   Adult Daycare: 

      1.   Adult Daycare Center, Limited: An adult daycare center that provides supervision and 
care for up to five (5) persons. 

      2.   Adult Daycare Center, General: An adult daycare center that provides supervision and 
care for six (6) or more persons. 

DECIBEL (dB): A unit of measure used to express intensity of noise. 

DECLARATION: The instrument by which property is submitted to the provisions of the Utah 
Condominium Ownership Act. 

DEDICATION: The setting aside of land, by an owner, for any general and public uses, 
reserving for the owner no other rights than are compatible with the full exercise and enjoyment 
of the public uses to which the property is devoted. 

DENSITY, GROSS: The total number of dwelling units divided by the total project area, 
expressed as gross dwelling units per acre. 

DENSITY, NET: The number of dwelling units obtained by dividing the total number of dwelling 
units in a development by the area (in acres) upon which the dwelling units are proposed to be 
located. This calculation includes common open space, parks and associated recreational 
facilities within the area but excludes rights-of- way of publicly dedicated streets and private 
streets. The resulting number being the net dwelling units per net residential acre of land. 



DEPARTMENT STORE: A business conducted under a single owner's name wherein a variety 
of unrelated merchandise and services are housed, exhibited and sold directly to the customer. 

DEPTH: The least horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines and the building. 

DEVELOPER: The person, association or corporation developing or causing to be developed 
the property subject to the provision of this title. For the purposes of residential construction 
outside of a recorded subdivision, the applicant for the building permit shall be deemed to be the 
developer and shall comply with all applicable requirements of this title. 

DEVELOPMENT: Any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but 
not limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation 
or drilling operations. "Development" also means the property being developed and/or 
subdivided, or the act, process or result of developing. 

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY: Any construction or expansion of a building, structure or use, any 
change in use of a building or structure, or any changes in the use of land that create additional 
demand and need for capital facilities. 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN: A multidimensional presentation of a proposed development that 
reflects an area's location of buildings, parking arrangements, open space areas, densities, 
architecture and other similar features related to a master planned development site. 

DEVELOPMENT SITE: The total area of: 

   A.   A "subdivision", as defined in title 14 of this code. 

   B.   A "planned development", as defined in this title. 

   C.   A tract, lot or parcel of land intended to be used as a residential, commercial, public, 
quasi-public, utility or other building site. 

DISABILITY: A physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of a person's 
major life activities, including a person having a record of such impairment or being regarded as 
having such an impairment or otherwise defined and covered by the Americans with disabilities 
act of 1990, 42 USC section 12102. "Disability" does not include current illegal use of, or 
addiction to, any federally controlled substance, as defined in section 102 of the controlled 
substances act, 21 USC 802. 

DISTRIBUTION UNIFORMITY: A measurement of an irrigation system's ability to distribute 
water evenly over the surface of the landscape, calculated with the "lower quarter method" as 
used by the Irrigation Association, and expressed in terms of percentage, where zero percent 
(0%) is worst and one hundred percent (100%) is best. 

DORMER: A vertical window projecting from the slope of a roof, usually provided with its own 
roof. 

DRIP EMITTER: Drip irrigation fittings that deliver water slowly at the root zone of the plant, 
usually measured in gallons per hour. 

DWELLING OR DWELLING UNIT: A building or portion of a building designed or used for 
residential occupancy by one family, which has one kitchen and at least one bathroom. 
"Dwellings" do not include structures such as tents, motor homes, trailers, motels, motor lodges, 
and hotels which are designed for temporary or transient human occupancy. 



DWELLING, PRINCIPAL: A building in which the primary and allowed use on a parcel or lot is 
for residential purposes. 

DYED OR TINTED BLOCK: A block that has been colored during the manufacturing process so 
that if chipped or split (meaning split faced), the color is consistent throughout the block. This 
definition does not include painting, staining or other colorizing methods. 

EARTH TONE COLORS: A color that is any of various rich warm colors of tans, browns or red 
browns, and muted tones of gray, green, or other natural colors found in dirt and rocks. 

EASEMENT: That portion of a lot or lots reserved or granted for the present or future use to a 
person or agency other than the legal owner or owners of such property or properties. The 
easement may be for a temporary use under, on or above the surface of such lot or lots. 

ELDERLY PERSON: A person who is sixty (60) years old or older. 

ELEVATED BUILDING: A nonbasement building which has its lowest elevated floor raised 
above ground level by foundation walls, shear walls, posts, piers, pilings, or columns. "Elevated 
building" also includes a building elevated by means of fill or solid foundation perimeter walls 
with openings sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded movement of floodwaters. "Elevated 
building" also includes a building otherwise meeting the definition of "elevated building", even 
though the lower area is enclosed by means of breakaway walls if the breakaway walls meet the 
standards of section 60.3(e)(5) of the national flood insurance program regulations. 

EVAPOTRANSPIRATION: The quantity of water evaporated from adjacent soil surfaces and 
transpired by plants during a specific time, expressed in inches per day, month or year. 

EVERGREEN: A plant having foliage that remains on the plant throughout the year. 

EXISTING CONSTRUCTION: For the purposes of determining rates, structures for which the 
"start of construction" commenced before the effective date of the FIRM or before January 1, 
1975, for FIRMs effective before that date. "Existing construction" may also be referred to as 
"existing structures". 

EXISTING MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION: A manufactured home park or 
subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the 
construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is 
completed before the effective date of the floodplain management regulations first adopted by 
the city. 

EXPANSION TO AN EXISTING MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION: The 
preparation of additional sites by the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including the installation of utilities, the construction of 
streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 

EXTERIOR INSULATION FINISH SYSTEM (EIFS): A type of exterior building product used in 
surface finishing that is an insulated and waterproof composite similar to stucco. 

EXTERNAL LIGHTING: Lighting which illuminates a building or structure from a remote position 
or from outside of the building or structure. 

FAA: The federal aviation administration. 



FACADE: That exterior side of a building which faces, and is most nearly parallel to, a public or 
private street. The facade shall include the entire building walls, including wall faces, parapets, 
fascia, windows, doors, canopies and visible roof structures of one complete elevation. 

FAMILY: As used in the terms "single-family" or "multi-family" means: 

   A.   Any number of persons living together in a dwelling unit, sharing common living facilities, 
who are related by blood, marriage, legal custody or adoption; or 

   B.   Up to five (5) unrelated adults living together in a dwelling unit, sharing common living 
facilities, and sharing possession, use, and responsibility of the entire unit and property 
associated with that unit, whose relationship is of a continuing nontransient domestic character, 
living as a single, self-governing housekeeping unit, without extensive supervision or control by 
a nonresident landlord, innkeeper, or property owner. 

Up to two (2) other persons who are hired for compensation such as nannies, servants, 
gardeners, custodians or security guards may reside in the same premises with any family. 

The term "family" shall not be applied to a special residential facility. 

FAN LIGHT: A semicircular or fan shaped window with a radiating glazing bar system, usually 
found over entrance doors. 

FARMERS' MARKET: The temporary/seasonal selling of homemade goods, homegrown 
vegetables and other similar items. 

FENCE: A structure serving as an enclosure, barrier or boundary, which defines a private space 
and enhances the design of an individual site. 

FENESTRATION: The arrangement, proportioning and design of windows and doors on a 
structure. 

FILL: Depositing of land, added upon the surface of the ground, resulting in an increase in the 
natural surface elevation. 

FIRE SUPPRESSION: The measures involved in controlling and extinguishing fires. 

FIRST RESPONDER (EMS): Functional provisions of initial assessment (i.e., airway, breathing 
and circulatory systems) and basic first aid intervention, including CPR and automatic external 
defibrillator (AED) capability. 

FIXED SPRINKLER HEAD: An irrigation head that does not rotate. 

FLOOD DISCHARGE: The quantity of water flowing down a stream valley that is the result of 
the runoff from rainfall, snowmelt, or a combination of both, measured in cubic feet per second 
(CFS) or gallons per minute. 

FLOOD INSURANCE RATE MAP (FIRM): An official map of a community, on which the federal 
emergency management agency has delineated both the special hazard areas and the risk 
premium zones applicable to the community. 

FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY: The official report provided by the federal emergency 
management agency. The report contains flood profiles, water surface elevation of the base 
flood, as well as the flood boundary-floodway map. 

FLOOD, 100-YEAR: A flood having a one percent (1%) chance of being equaled or exceeded in 
any given year. 



FLOOD OR FLOODING: A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of 
normally dry land areas from the overflow of inland waters and/or the unusual and rapid 
accumulation of runoff of surface waters from any source. 

FLOOD PROTECTION SYSTEM: Those physical structural works for which funds have been 
authorized, appropriated, and expended and which have been constructed specifically to modify 
flooding in order to reduce the extent of the areas within a community subject to a "special flood 
hazard" and the extent of the depths of associated flooding. Such a system typically includes 
hurricane tidal barriers, dams, reservoirs, levees or dikes. These specialized flood modifying 
works are those constructed in conformance with sound engineering standards. 

FLOODPLAIN: The relatively flat area or lowlands adjoining a river, stream, watercourse, ocean 
or lake, which have been or may be covered by floodwater. For purposes of this title, 
"floodplain" shall be that area designated on the official floodplain map, which shall be based 
upon the intermediate regional floodplain as established by the U.S. army corps of engineers. 

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT: The operation of an overall program of corrective and 
preventive measures for reducing flood damage, including, but not limited to, emergency 
preparedness plans, flood control works and floodplain management regulations. 

FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS: Zoning ordinances, subdivision regulations, 
building codes, health regulations, special purpose ordinances (such as a floodplain ordinance, 
grading ordinance and erosion control ordinance) and other applications of police power. The 
term describes such state or local regulations, in any combination thereof, which provide 
standards for the purpose of flood damage prevention and reduction. 

FLOODPROOFING: Any combination of structural and nonstructural additions, changes, or 
adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved 
real property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents. 

FLOODWAY (REGULATORY FLOODWAY): The channel of a river or other watercourse and 
the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without 
cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than a designated height. 

FLOOR AREA, TOTAL: The square foot area of a building, including any accessory buildings, 
measured from outside wall surfaces and including basements, garages, porches, utility rooms, 
stairways, recreation rooms and storage rooms, but excluding unroofed balconies and patios. 

FREIGHT TERMINAL: A building or area in which freight brought by motor trucks or rail is 
assembled and/or stored for routing in intrastate or interstate shipment by motor truck or rail. 

FUEL BREAK: A strategically located strip or block of land, varying in width, on which 
vegetation has been modified to provide a safer place for firefighters to work and to help reduce 
the rate of fire spread. 

FUNCTIONALLY DEPENDENT USE: A use which cannot perform its intended purpose unless 
it is located or carried out in close proximity to water. The term includes only docking facilities, 
port facilities that are necessary for the loading and unloading of cargo or passengers, and 
shipbuilding and ship repair facilities, but does not include long term storage or related 
manufacturing facilities. 

FUNERAL HOME: An establishment engaged in the preparation of funeral services. Uses may 
include the preparation of the human deceased for burial or cremation for the display of the 
deceased and/or for ceremonies or services related thereto. "Funeral homes" may include 
facilities for cremation and/or embalming and for the storage of caskets, funeral urns, funeral 



vehicles and other funeral supplies. "Funeral homes" may also be known as funeral parlors or 
mortuaries. Use excludes animal crematorium. 

GARAGE: A building designed and used for the parking or temporary storage of automobiles of 
the occupants of the premises, either constructed as attached to a principal structure or 
detached. 

GARAGE, COMMERCIAL: A single or multi level structure used exclusively for the parking 
(public or private) of vehicles. Such a structure may be entirely below grade, stand alone or 
constructed as part of or connected to another commercial or multiple-family dwelling structure 
and use. 

GARAGE, PRIVATE RESIDENTIAL: A single structure designed and used for the parking or 
temporary storage of vehicles belonging to and operated by the occupants of the premises, 
either constructed as an attachment to a principal structure or detached. 

GARDEN CENTER: An establishment primarily engaged in the retail sales of horticultural 
specialties, such as flowers, shrubs and trees, intended for ornamental or landscaping 
purposes. 

GASOLINE AND FUEL STORAGE AND SALES: The use of a site for bulk storage and 
wholesale distribution of flammable liquid, gas or solid fuel, excluding belowground storage that 
is clearly ancillary to an allowed principal use on the site. 

GASOLINE SERVICE STATION: An establishment engaged in the retail sales of gasoline and 
petroleum products. This definition includes gasoline sales conducted as part of a convenience 
store. 

GATED COMMUNITY: A residential neighborhood where access is controlled by means of a 
gate, guard, barrier or other similar improvement within or across a private street, lane or alley. 

GATED COMMUNITY CONVERSION: An existing platted residential subdivision with existing 
public streets and public utilities that is converted into a gated community with private streets, 
lanes or alleys. 

GAZEBO: A small open walled structure or other space with a view, usually found in a garden or 
yard, but may also be incorporated into the facade of a building. 

GENERAL PLAN: A document adopted by the city council that sets forth general guidelines for 
proposed future development of the land within the city. 

GOLF COURSE: A facility providing private or public golf recreation services and support 
facilities, excluding miniature golf facilities. 

GOVERNMENT SERVICE: Any building or facility owned or operated by a government entity 
which provides services for the public, excluding utilities and recreational services. Typical uses 
include administrative offices of government agencies and utility billing offices. 

GRADING: The act or result of digging, excavating, transporting, spreading, depositing, filling, 
compacting, settling or shaping of land surfaces and slopes, and other operations performed by 
or controlled by human activity involving the physical movement of rock or soil. 

GROUND COVER: Material planted in such a way as to form a continuous cover over the 
ground that can be maintained at a height not more than twelve inches (12"). 



GROUP HOME, LARGE: "Large group home" means a residential facility set up as a single 
housekeeping unit and shared by six (6) or more unrelated persons, exclusive of bona fide 
caregiver(s), who require assistance and supervision. A large group home is licensed by the 
state of Utah and provides counseling, therapy and specialized treatment, along with habilitation 
or rehabilitation services for persons with disabilities. A large group home shall not include 
persons who are diagnosed with a substance abuse problem or who are staying in the home as 
a result of criminal offenses. See the special additional provisions in section 13-8-20 of this title. 

GROUP HOME, SMALL: "Small group home" means a residential facility set up as a single 
housekeeping unit and shared by up to five (5) unrelated persons, exclusive of bona fide 
caregiver(s), who require assistance and supervision. A small group home shall not include 
persons who are diagnosed with a substance abuse problem or who are staying in the home as 
a result of criminal offenses. No group home (small) shall be established, operated or 
maintained within the city without a valid license issued by the Utah state division of licensing, 
department of human services, and without a valid business license issued by the city's 
business license authority. 

HARDSCAPE: Patios, decks and paths. Does not include driveways and sidewalks. 

HEALTH AND FITNESS FACILITY: A facility designed for the major purpose of physical fitness 
or weight reducing, which includes, but is not limited to, such equipment as weight resistance 
machines, indoor tracks, gymnasiums, whirlpools, saunas, swimming pools, showers and 
lockers. 

HEIGHT OF BUILDING: The vertical distance measured from the average elevation of the 
finished grade adjacent to the point of measurement to the highest point of the coping of a flat 
roof, or to the deck line of a mansard roof, or to the average height of the highest gable of a 
pitched or hipped roof. The height of a stepped or terraced building is the maximum height of 
the highest structural element of the building. Height, where not regulated in feet, shall be 
regulated by stories, and a story shall be equal to twelve feet (12') for purposes of measuring 
structures other than buildings. 

HIGHEST ADJACENT GRADE: The highest natural elevation of the ground surface prior to 
construction next to the proposed walls of a structure. 

HISTORIC BUILDING: Any building listed in the national register of historic places, or on the 
Utah state register of historic sites, or otherwise determined to have historic or architectural 
significance by the planning commission. 

HISTORICAL MARKER OR MONUMENT: A memorial sign describing or identifying a historical 
building or structure, or the site of a historical event. 

HOME OCCUPATION: A business, profession, occupation or trade licensed to be conducted 
entirely within a dwelling pursuant to the business license ordinance. A "home occupation" is a 
residential accessory use so located and conducted that the average neighbor, under normal 
conditions, would not be aware of its existence. 

HOSPITAL: An institution that offers services more intensive than those required for room, 
board, personal services and general nursing care; offers facilities and beds for use beyond 
twenty four (24) hours by individuals requiring diagnosis, treatment or care for illness, injury, 
deformity, infirmity, abnormality, disease or pregnancy; and regularly makes available at least 
clinical laboratory services, diagnostic X-ray services, and treatment facilities for surgery or 
obstetrical care, or other definitive medical treatment of similar extent. This use may include 
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offices for medical and dental personnel and central service facilities such as pharmacies, 
medical laboratories and other related uses. 

HOTEL: An establishment providing, for a fee, sleeping accommodations and customary 
lodging services, including maid service, the furnishing and upkeep of furniture and bed linens, 
and telephone and desk service. Related ancillary uses may include, but shall not be limited to, 
conference and meeting rooms, restaurants, bars and recreational facilities. 

HOUSEHOLD PET: Animals ordinarily permitted in the house and/or kept for company or 
pleasure, not for profit, such as dogs, cats or rabbits, but not including chickens, ducks, geese 
or other domestic farm animals, nor any animals which are likely to inflict harm or discomfort or 
endanger the health, safety or welfare of any person or property. 

HUMAN SCALE: The relationship between the pedestrian and the built environment, which 
allows for and encourages interaction through the implementation of elements which offer walks 
through visually interesting and positive streets and spaces, creating opportunities for positive 
experiences, and providing a comfortable and safe environment in which people may interact. 
Buildings ranging in height from two (2) to six (6) stories, trees and pedestrian scaled signs and 
streetlights, textured pedestrian paths and semiprivate spaces all enhance this positive scale, 
thus deemphasizing the role of the automobile. 

IMPACT FEE: A payment of money imposed upon development activity as a condition of 
development approval. 

INTENSITY: The degree of a quantitative or qualitative measurement associated with a use of 
land or building which impacts surrounding property owners. 

IRRIGATION CONTRACTOR: A person authorized by Utah state law to install landscape 
irrigation systems. 

IRRIGATION DESIGNER: A person authorized by Utah state law to prepare irrigation plans, 
including landscape architects, architects, engineers, land surveyors and landscape contractors. 

IRRIGATION PLAN: The irrigation plan shall be shown at the same scale as the planting plan. 
The irrigation plan shall show the components of the irrigation system with water meter size, 
backflow prevention, precipitation rates, flow rate and operating pressure for each irrigation 
circuit, and identification of all irrigation equipment. 

JUNKYARD AND SALVAGE YARD: A lot, land or structure, or part thereof, used primarily for 
the collecting, storage and sale of wastepaper, rags, scrap metal or discarded material, or for 
the collecting, dismantling, storage and salvaging of parts for sale of machinery or vehicles not 
in running condition, or for the temporary impoundment of motor vehicles accessory to a towing 
service. 

KENNEL 1 : A licensed, commercial establishment where domestic animals are boarded or 
temporarily sheltered. 

KIOSK: A freestanding structure located within a well traveled pedestrian circulation area and 
used for such things as posting of notices or advertisements, or for the sale of food, flowers, 
newspapers, or other goods as approved by the city. 

KITCHEN: Any room and/or other place used or intended or designed to be used for cooking or 
for the preparation of food. 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: A person who holds a license to practice landscape architecture in 
the state of Utah.  Per State Code, licensed landscape architects, licensed architects, licensed 
land surveyors, and licensed engineers can professionally stamp plans that fall under the 
practice of landscape architecture. This includes commercial landscape and irrigation plans. 
Each municipality has the authority to require that only a licensed landscape architect can 
stamp plans that fall under the practice of landscape architecture. 

 

LANDSCAPE DESIGNER: A landscape architect, professional engineer, land surveyor or 
architect, as set forth by state law.  Landscape Designer: A person who may or may not hold 
professional certificates for landscape design/architecture and cannot legally create commercial 
landscape plans. Landscape Designers generally focus on residential design and horticultural 
needs of home landscapes. 

LANDSCAPE DOCUMENTATION PACKAGE: The preparation of a graphic and written criteria, 
specifications, and detailed plans to arrange and modify the effects of natural features such as 
plantings, ground and water forms, circulation, walks and other features to comply with the 
provisions of this ordinance. The Landscape Documentation Package shall include a project 
data sheet, a Site Plan, a Planting Plan, an Irrigation Plan, Construction Details, and a Grading 
Plan. 

LANDSCAPE GRADING PLAN: The Grading Plan shows all finish grades, spot elevations, 
drainage as necessary and existing and new contours with the developed landscaped area.  

LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION AUDITOR: A person who has been certified by the irrigation 
association to conduct a landscape irrigation audit (known as "CLIA" certification). 

LANDSCAPE PLAN: The preparation of graphic and written criteria, specifications and detailed 
plans to arrange and modify the effects of natural features such as plantings, ground and water 
forms, circulation, walks and other features to comply with the provisions of this title. 

LANDSCAPE SETBACK: The area dedicated to street planting running parallel to the front of 
the property (or side of the property when adjacent to a public roadway) ten feet (10') in depth 
measured from the back of curb, or where curb is nonexistent, the right of way line. This area 
includes the park strip and sidewalk where they exist. 

LANDSCAPE WATER ALLOWANCE: For design purposes, the upper limit of annual applied 
water for the established landscaped area. It is based upon the local reference 
evapotranspiration rate, the ETO adjustment factor and the size of the landscaped area. 

LANDSCAPE ZONE: A portion of the landscaped area having plants with similar water needs, 
areas with similar microclimate (i.e., slope, exposure, wind, etc.) and soil conditions, and areas 
that will be similarly irrigated. A "landscape zone" can be served by one irrigation valve, or a set 
of valves with the same schedule. 

LANDSCAPED AREA: All portions of a development site to be improved with planting and 
irrigation. Natural open space areas shall not be included in the irrigated landscaped area. 

LANDSCAPED OPEN SPACE: The area behind the landscape setback, minus building footprint 
areas and minus ninety percent (90%) of the hard surface area (parking lots, etc.). The resulting 
computation shall be used to determine the number of trees required in commercial, business 
and industrial zones. 



LANDSCAPING: Any combination of living plants, such as trees, shrubs, vines, ground covers, 
flowers or grass; natural features such as rock, stone or bark chips; and structural features, 
including, but not limited to, fountains, reflecting pools, outdoor artwork, screen walls, fences or 
benches. 

LARGE SCALE PUBLIC UTILITY: Means, but is not necessarily limited to, the following: 

   A.   Electric power transmission lines with a capacity of sixty nine (69) kilovolts or greater. 

   B.   Gas transmission lines with a design pressure of six hundred (600) psi or greater, and 
pipe diameter of sixteen inches (16") or larger. 

   C.   Water transmission lines with a capacity of two hundred (200) second feet or greater. 

   D.   Communication towers. 

   E.   Any rights of way, service driveways or accessory structures that are appurtenant to the 
uses listed in subsections A through D of this definition. 

LATTICE TOWER: A self-supporting, multiple sided, open steel frame structure used to support 
telecommunication equipment. 

LAUNDRY OR DRY CLEANING, LIMITED: An establishment providing household laundry and 
dry cleaning services, classified as low hazard in applicable codes, with customer drop off and 
pick up; or an establishment providing home type washing, drying and/or ironing machines for 
hire to be used by customers on the premises. This term "limited laundry and dry cleaning" 
excludes large scale dry cleaning activities permitted under the definition of "laundry services", 
as defined in this section. 

LAUNDRY SERVICES: An establishment primarily engaged in the large scale cleaning of 
laundry, or that includes dry cleaning activities other than those classified as low hazard in 
applicable codes. The term excludes the limited laundry activities permitted under the definition 
of "laundry or dry cleaning, limited", as defined in this section. 

LEVEE: A manmade structure, usually an earthen embankment, designed and constructed in 
accordance with sound engineering practices to contain, control, or divert the flow of water so 
as to provide protection from temporary flooding. 

LEVEE SYSTEM: A flood protection system which consists of a levee, or levees, and 
associated structures, such as closure and drainage devices, which are constructed and 
operated in accordance with sound engineering practices. 

LIQUOR STORE: An establishment primarily engaged in the sale of alcoholic beverages for off 
site consumption. 

LIVING SPACE: The living space area, which shall be calculated from the horizontal exterior 
dimensions of all levels, excluding porches, garages, patios, decks and unoccupied structures.  

LOCALSCAPES®: A locally adaptable and environmentally sustainable urban landscape style 
that requires less irrigation than traditional Utah landscapes (see www.Localscapes.com). 
Mulch: Any material such as rock, bark, wood chips or other materials left loose and applied to 
the soil. 
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LOT: A parcel of real property shown as a delineated parcel of land with a number and 
designation on the final plat of a recorded subdivision or a parcel of real property defined by 
metes and bounds containing not less than the minimum area and width required in the zone in 
which it is located, together with such yards, open spaces, lot width and area as required by this 
title. 

 



LOT AREA: The total area measured on a horizontal plane included within the lot lines of a lot 
or parcel of land. 

LOT, CORNER: A lot situated at the intersection of two (2) streets, or a lot which occupies an 
interior angle of less than one hundred thirty five degrees (135°), formed by the intersection of 
two (2) streets. 

LOT COVERAGE: The total horizontal area of a lot or parcel covered by any building or 
structure, which extends above the surface of the ground level and including any covered 
automobile parking spaces. 

LOT DEPTH: The mean distance from the front lot line to the rear lot line. 

LOT, DOUBLE FRONTAGE: A lot having frontages on two (2) parallel or approximately parallel 
streets. 

LOT, FLAG: A lot, the bulk of which does not directly front onto a street, but is usually located 
behind another lot (or lots) and is only accessed from a public or approved private street 
through a narrow access drive that is also a part of the same lot. 

LOT FRONTAGE: The distance a lot extends along a street usually measured along the front lot 
line. 

LOT, INTERIOR: A lot fronted on one side by a street. 

LOT, IRREGULAR: A lot of such a shape or configuration that technically meets the area, 
frontage and width depth requirements of this title, but is unusual in elongations, angles, 
curvilinear lines unrelated to topography or other natural features. Irregular shaped lots include 
triangle, gore or pie shaped lots. 

LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT: The relocation of the property boundary line between two (2) 
adjoining lots or parcels with the consent of the owners of record. 

LOT LINE, FRONT: A line separating a lot from a street. 

LOT LINE, REAR: The line or lines most distant from and generally opposite the front lot line, 
except that in the case of an interior triangular or gore shaped lot, it shall be a constructive 
straight line ten feet (10') in length which is parallel to the front lot line or its chord and intercepts 
the two (2) side lot lines at points most distant from the front lot line. 

LOT LINE, SIDE: Any lot boundary line which is not a front lot line or rear lot line. 

LOT, THROUGH: A lot that fronts on two (2) or more public or approved private streets where at 
least two (2) of the frontages include both the front and rear of the lot. Additional street 
frontages may be present on the sides of the lot, thereby creating a corner lot in addition to a 
through lot. 

LOT WIDTH: The distance between the side lines of a lot or parcel, measured at the front 
setback line. 

LOW POWER RADIO SERVICE FACILITY OR WIRELESS TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITY: An unmanned structure which consists of equipment used primarily for the 
transmission, reception or transfer of voice or data through radio wave or (wireless) 
transmissions. Such sites typically require the construction of transmission support structures to 
which antenna equipment is attached. "Low power radio services facilities" include "cellular" or 
"PCS" (personal communications system) communications and paging systems. 



LOWEST FLOOR: The lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An 
unfinished or flood resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or 
storage, in an area other than a basement area, is not considered a building's "lowest floor"; 
provided, that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in violation of the 
applicable nonelevation design requirements of this title. 

MANUFACTURED HOME: A transportable factory built housing unit constructed on or after 
June 15, 1976, according to the federal home construction and safety standards act of 1974 
(HUD code), in one or more sections, which in the traveling mode, is eight (8) body feet or more 
in width, or forty (40) body feet or more in length, or when erected on site, is four hundred (400) 
or more square feet; is built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling, 
with or without a permanent foundation, when connected to the required utilities; includes 
plumbing, heating, air conditioning and electrical systems; and is identified by the 
manufacturer's data plate bearing the date the unit was manufactured and a HUD label attached 
to the exterior of the home certifying the home was manufactured to HUD standards. For 
floodplain management purposes, this definition also includes mobile homes, travel trailers and 
other similar vehicles placed on a site for greater than one hundred eighty (180) consecutive 
days. For insurance purposes, this definition does not include mobile homes, travel trailers and 
other similar vehicles. 

MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION: A parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land 
divided into two (2) or more manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 

MANUFACTURING, GENERAL: An establishment engaged in the manufacture, predominantly 
from previously prepared materials, of finished products or parts, including processing, 
fabrication, assembly, treatment and packaging of such products, and incidental storage, sales 
and distribution of such products, but excluding basic industrial processing and manufacturing 
activities for the sole purpose of retail sales on the premises. 

MANUFACTURING, LIMITED: An establishment engaged in the limited processing, fabrication, 
assembly and packaging of products utilizing processes that have no noise, odor, vibration or 
other impacts discernible external to the building. 

MASONRY: Stone, brick, dyed block or split faced dyed concrete block. "Masonry" shall not 
include stucco. 

MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY SYSTEM: A system of conveyance available to the public which 
provides high capacity, regional level transit service. "Mass transit railway systems" occupy 
either a separate right-of-way or a shared railroad right-of-way, and may include light rail, 
commuter rail, streetcar or trolley systems, and related system components. "Mass transit 
railway system" does not include transportation facilities such as passenger terminals, park and 
ride facilities, maintenance facilities or other auxiliary facilities. 

MASSAGE THERAPY: Any establishment where a person, firm, association, or corporation 
engages in or carries on the activity of "massage", as defined in section 4-1A-2 of this Code and 
as regulated by the State of Utah Massage Therapy Practice Act, or its successor. 

MEAN SEA LEVEL: For purposes of the national flood insurance program, the North American 
Vertical Datum (NAVD) of 1988, to which base flood elevations shown on the City's flood 
insurance rate map (FIRM) are referenced. 

MEDIA SERVICE: An establishment primarily engaged in the provision of broadcasting and 
other information relay services accomplished through the use of electronic and telephonic 
mechanisms, including radio, television, film, or sound recording studios. 
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MEDIAN: An area in the approximate center of a public or private street that is used to separate 
the directional flow of traffic and may act as a landscape buffer, which may contain left turn 
lanes, and is demarcated by curb and guttering. 

MEDICAL OR DENTAL LABORATORY: An establishment engaged in conducting basic medical 
or dental research and analysis. This term does not include a facility providing any type of in 
house patient services typically provided by hospitals and clinics. 

MEDICAL SERVICE: An establishment providing therapeutic, preventive or corrective medical 
treatment on an outpatient basis by physicians, dentists and other practitioners of the medical or 
healing arts, as well as the provision of medical testing and analysis services. Typical uses 
include medical and dental offices and clinics, blood banks, and medical or dental laboratories. 

MENTAL HEALTH CARE FACILITY FOR ELDERLY PERSONS: An institution providing 
primarily extended nursing care. Such a facility shall provide healthcare and support services 
exclusively for residents requiring twenty four (24) hour assistance with daily living due to a form 
of dementia or other similar mental health issue, normally associated with aging. 

MICROBREWERY, RETAIL: A commercial business that manufactures on premises fermented 
malt beverages and handcrafted beer which are sold for consumption on premises or off 
premises according to Utah State law. A microbrewery shall sell at least sixty percent (60%) of 
the produced beverages on site as retail sales. 

MILITARY FACILITY: A premises or facility owned and operated by the Federal or State 
government for civil defense or military purposes. Uses include command centers, military 
airfields, military bases, storage depots and training bases. 

MINERAL EXTRACTION: Removal of sand, gravel, dirt or other nonferrous materials by grading 
or excavating. 

MIXED USE DEVELOPMENT: A building or groups of buildings designed to encourage a 
diversity of compatible land uses, which include a mixture of two (2) or more of the following 
uses: residential, office, retail, service, recreational and other similar (nonindustrial) uses. 

MOBILE HOME: A transportable, factory built housing unit built prior to June 15, 1976, in 
accordance with the State of Utah Mobile Home Code, which existed prior to the Federal 
Manufactured Housing and Safety Standards Act. 

MOBILE HOME PARK: A parcel ten (10) acres or larger in size under single ownership 
designed and planned to accommodate the placement of mobile or manufactured homes on 
leased or rented pads or lots. 

MOBILE HOME SUBDIVISION: A platted and recorded subdivision zoned and designed for 
mobile, manufactured or modular home use where mobile, manufactured or modular homes are 
placed on permanent foundations. 

MODEL HOME: A dwelling unit which is temporarily used for display purposes as an example of 
dwelling units available for sale or rent in a particular residential development. Model homes 
may incorporate a sales or rental office. Model homes may not be occupied for purposes of a 
residence until such time that the temporary display of the dwelling unit has ceased and the 
model home has been converted into a residential dwelling unit by removing all sales and/or 
rental offices and restoring all required features, such as garage space. 

MONOPOLE: A single cylindrical steel or wooden pole that acts as the support structure for 
antennas. 



MOTEL: A building or series of buildings in which rentable sleeping accommodations are made 
available in rooms for rent, primarily for the lodging of automobile travelers. A motel may be 
distinguished from a hotel primarily through the provision of direct independent access from an 
adjoining parking area for each rental unit. 

MOTOR HOME: A motor vehicle built on a truck or bus chassis and designed to serve as self- 
contained living quarters for recreational travel and use. 

MOTOR VEHICLE: An automobile, truck, trailer, watercraft, motorcycle, off road vehicle, 
recreation vehicles, motor homes or other similar device in which a person or thing is, or can be, 
transported from one place to another. 

MOTOR VEHICLE, NEW: A motor vehicle that has never been titled or registered and has been 
driven less than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) miles. 

MOTOR VEHICLE SALE AND SERVICE: An establishment engaged in the retail or wholesale 
sale or rental, from the premises, of new or used motor vehicles. Such establishments may 
provide service and maintenance, such as emissions and inspections for motor vehicles. 

MOTOR VEHICLE, USED: A vehicle that has been driven over seven thousand five hundred 
(7,500) miles. 

MOW STRIP: A flat level edging, typically constructed of concrete, stone or brick, between a 
fence, wall, flowerbed and the lawn, making it easy to mow and edge the grass. 

MULCH: Any material such as bark, wood chips or other loose materials and applied to the soil. 

MULTI-STORY DWELLING: A dwelling built so that the first level (story) is on one level and 
covers the entire foundation or basement. Additional living space is built above the main level 
giving a second (or more) story(ies) to the house. 

MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLING: A building constructed entirely on site, which is designed for 
occupancy by three (3) or more families or households living independently of each other and 
containing three (3) or more dwelling units. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION: For the purpose of determining insurance rates, structures for which 
the "start of construction" commenced on or after the effective date of an initial FIRM or after 
December 31, 1974, whichever is later, and includes any subsequent improvements to such 
structures. For floodplain management purposes, "new construction" means structures for which 
the "start of construction" commenced on or after the effective date of a floodplain management 
regulation adopted by a community and includes any subsequent improvements to such 
structures. 

NEW MANUFACTURED HOME PARK OR SUBDIVISION: A manufactured home park or 
subdivision for which the construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the 
manufactured homes are to be affixed (including, at a minimum, the installation of utilities, the 
construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads) is 
completed on or after the effective date of floodplain management regulations adopted by a 
community. 

NONCONFORMING LOT: A lot that legally existed before its current zoning designation and 
because of subsequent zoning changes, does not conform to the lot size or other dimensional 
or property development standards applicable in the zone where the lot is located. 



NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE: A structure that legally existed before its current zoning 
designation and because of subsequent zoning changes, does not conform to the setback 
restrictions, height restrictions or other applicable requirements of this title. 

NONCONFORMING USE: A use of land that legally existed before its current zoning 
designation, has been maintained continuously since the time the zoning regulation governing 
the land changed, and because of subsequent zoning changes, does not conform with 
applicable requirements of this title. 

NURSING HOME: A group living facility providing basic domiciliary services and semiskilled, 
rehabilitative nursing service for senior patients who have impaired mobility or health problems 
of a limited duration. 

OFFICE: A building, room or department where executive, management, administrative or 
professional services are provided, except medical services, and excluding the sale of 
merchandise, except as incidental to a principal use. Typical uses include real estate brokers, 
insurance agencies, credit reporting agencies, property management firms, investment firms, 
employment agencies, travel agencies, advertising agencies, secretarial services, data 
processing, telephone answering, telephone marketing, paging and beeper services, and 
facsimile transmission services; post offices and express mail offices, excluding major mail 
processing and distribution; offices for utility bill collection; professional or consulting services in 
the fields of law, architecture, design, engineering, accounting and similar professions; interior 
decorating consulting services; and business offices of private companies, utility companies, 
public agencies, trade associations, unions and nonprofit organizations. 

ONE LEVEL DWELLING: A dwelling with one living level, built upon a foundation or basement 
or combination of the two (a rambler or split entry are typical of this type of dwelling). 

OPEN LAND: Land designated as undevelopable, land to be preserved in its natural state, or as 
common or public open land to be used for visual relief or for recreational purposes. 

OPEN SPACE: Any area or portion of vegetated land, either landscaped or essentially 
unimproved, which is used to meet human recreational, buffering or spatial needs, or to protect 
water, air or vegetation areas. Landscaping, walkways, patio areas, light poles and other 
ornamental features shall not be considered as obstructions for purposes of this definition. 

OPERATIONS CENTER: A maintenance, repair or service facility operated by a local, state or 
federal government agency. 

OUTDOOR RV, MOTOR HOME, TRAILER AND BOAT STORAGE FOR RESIDENTS OF A 
SENIOR HOUSING DEVELOPMENT: A parcel or lot located within a senior housing 
development which is used for the common storage of RVs, motor homes, trailers and boats 
which are individually owned by residents of the development. The parcel or lot shall be owned 
by either that development's homeowners' association or, if no HOA exists, the common owner 
of the development. Outdoor RV, motor home, trailer and boat storage does not include the 
storage of damaged, wrecked or inoperable vehicles, RVs, motor homes, trailers or boats. 

OUTSIDE STORAGE AND OPERATIONS: The accessory storage (and any permissible 
operation associated with such storage) of products, merchandise, containers, materials, 
business equipment and business vehicles (exceeding a gross vehicle weight of 20,000 pounds 
or 10 tons). This definition excludes uses classified as vehicle and equipment repair, general 
and limited; motor vehicle sales and service, new and used; and garden center, outdoor. 



PARK: A publicly or privately owned park, playground or other area or open space providing 
opportunities for active or passive recreational or leisure activities. 

PARK AND RIDE LOT: An off street parking area or parking structure intended to provide for 
the peripheral collection of vehicles to accommodate commuter traffic into or out from a 
community. 

PARK STRIP: The area within a street right of way located between the curb and sidewalk or, if 
there is no sidewalk, between the curb and private property line a typically narrow landscaped 
area. 

PARKING LOT: Five (5) or more contiguous parking spaces serving developments greater than 
a duplex. 

PARKING, OFF SITE: The use of a lot for required or additional parking that is separate from 
the lot of the principal use. 

PARKING, SHARED: The provision that two (2) or more uses in a development area may share 
parking facilities to fulfill their individual parking requirements because their prime operational 
hours do not overlap. 

PARKING SPACE: An area designated within a parking area for the parking of a single motor 
vehicle. 

PAWNSHOP: An establishment engaged in lending money on security of personal property, as 
well as selling property, which is not reclaimed. 

PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY: Street, site and building design that creates a safe, comfortable and 
aesthetic environment for people who are walking or biking. Pedestrian friendly developments 
shall place primary emphasis on the street sidewalk and on pedestrian access to site 
destinations, rather than on auto access and parking areas. Generally, buildings and their 
entrances shall be placed close to the street. 

PEDESTRIAN SCALE: See definition of Human Scale. 

PEDIMENT: A triangular section framed by a horizontal molding on its base and two (2) raking 
(sloping) moldings on each of its sides. Pediments are generally used as a crowning element for 
doors, windows, over mantels and niches, usually in conjunction with columns as a main entry 
feature. 

PERCENT OF SLOPE: The slope of a designated area of land determined by dividing the 
vertical rise of a slope by the horizontal run of the same slope and converting the resulting figure 
into a percentage value as measured between contour lines on the referenced contour map. 

PERENNIAL PLANT: Plants which have a life span of more than two (2) years but which 
become dormant each fall, losing all foliage, and generate new foliage and flowering buds the 
following spring and summer from the dormant root system. 

PERMITTED USE: A use or occupancy of a building or a use of land which is allowed in the 
respective zones in this title without specific approval of the planning commission but which 
complies with provisions of the zone in which the use is to be conducted. 

PERSON: An individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, association, joint stock 
association or governmental entity. It includes a trustee, receiver, assignee, or similar 
representative of any of the foregoing. 



PERSONAL CARE SERVICE: An establishment primarily engaged in the provision of frequently 
or recurrently needed services of a personal nature. Typical uses include beauty shops and 
barbershops, custom tailoring and seamstress shops, electrolysis studios, portrait studios, shoe 
repair shops, tailors, tanning and nail salons, and weight loss centers. This definition includes 
permanent cosmetics when done in association with another permitted use such as beauty 
shops and nail salons, but excludes tattoo and body engraving services. 

PERSONAL INSTRUCTION SERVICE: An establishment primarily engaged in the provision of 
informational, instructional, personal improvement and similar services involving instructional 
information. Typical uses include art and music schools, driving and computer instruction, 
gymnastic and dance studios, handicraft or hobby instruction, health and fitness studios, martial 
arts training, and swimming clubs. 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: The city adopts the definition of "disabled" from the Americans 
with disabilities act, the rehabilitation act, title 8 of the civil rights act and all other applicable 
federal and state laws. 

PET GROOMER: An establishment engaged in both the hygienic care and cleaning of a pet. 

PHASE: A distinct stage of development that can exist as a separate entity if the project does 
not continue to completion. 

PLANNED COMMUNITY: An area which is characterized by mixed uses (i.e., residential, 
commercial, recreational and institutional) to create a more convenient and more effective 
integration of uses which may work in concert to create a more attractive and desirable 
environment in which people can enjoy employment, residence and leisure within close 
proximity to each other. 

PLANNED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT (PRD): A master planned, architecturally designed 
residential development where ordinarily applicable zoning requirements may be negotiated to 
allow flexibility and initiative in site and building design and location in accordance with the 
standards and requirements of this title and an approved PRD plan. 

PLANTING PLAN: A landscape plan that clearly and accurately identifies and locates new and 
existing trees, shrubs, ground covers, turf areas, driveways, sidewalks, hardscape features, and 
fences. 

PLAT: A map or other geographical representation of lands being laid out and prepared in 
accordance with this title and Utah Code Annotated. 

POP-UP SPRAY HEAD: A sprinkler head that sprays water through a nozzle in a fixed pattern 
with no rotation. 

PORTICO: A covered walk or porch supported by columns or pillars. 

POST OFFICE SUBSTATION: A facility or structure owned by the U.S. postal service and used 
for collecting, sorting and distributing of mail within several ZIP code areas and having limited 
retail services for the general public, such as the sale of stamps, postcards and postal 
insurance. 

PRECIPITATION RATE: The depth of water applied to a given area, usually measured in inches 
per hour. 

PRELIMINARY IRRIGATION SCHEDULE: Irrigation schedule prepared by a landscape 
designer or irrigation designer, included on irrigation plan, based on theoretical flow 
calculations. 



PRESSURE COMPENSATING: A drip irrigation system that compensates for fluctuating water 

pressure by only allowing a fixed volume of water through drip emitters. 

PRESSURE REGULATING VALVE: A valve installed in an irrigation mainline that reduces a 
higher supply pressure at the inlet down to a regulated lower pressure at the outlet. 

PRESCHOOL: A facility or learning center for the organized instruction of children who have not 
reached the age for enrollment into kindergarten. 

PRIMARY SURFACE: A surface longitudinally centered on a runway. When the runway has a 
specially prepared hard surface, the primary extends two hundred feet (200') beyond each end 
of such runway; but when the runway has no specially prepared hard surface, or planned hard 
surface, the primary ends at each end of such runway. The width of the primary surface of a 
runway will be that width prescribed in part 77, section 77.25, of the federal aviation regulations 
(FAR), which is hereby incorporated by reference and made a part of this definition, for the most 
precise approach existing or planned for either end of that runway. The elevation of any point on 
the primary surface is the same as the elevation of the nearest point on the runway centerline. 

PRINTING AND COPYING, LIMITED: A business establishment engaged in retail 
photocopying, reproduction, photo developing or blueprinting services. 

PRINTING, GENERAL: The production of books, magazines, newspapers and other printed 
matter, as well as record pressing and publishing, engraving and photoengraving, but excluding 
"printing and copying, limited" uses, as defined in this section. 

PRIVATE STREET: A privately owned and maintained access provided for by a tract, easement 
or other legal means. 

PRODUCE STAND: A booth, stall or other area at which produce of a farm is sold to the 
general public. 

PROTECTION STRIP: Any remainder of real property created by a subdivision, dedication or 
conveyance of any kind, which, because of its configuration, constitutes an undevelopable 
parcel of land, and serves as a buffer between a public right of way, and another parcel of real 
property. 

PROTECTIVE SERVICE: A facility for conduct of public safety and emergency services, 
including fire and police protection services and emergency medical and ambulance services. 

PUBLIC ENTITY: The city of West Jordan or a special district or local district, the county, the 
state of Utah, the United States federal government, or any other governmental entity or 
agency. 

PUBLIC FACILITIES: Capital facilities owned by a local political subdivision. 

PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY: Any land, easement, or other interest therein, which, by deed, 
conveyance, agreement, dedication, usage, or other process of law, has been reserved for or 
dedicated to a public entity (the city, a special district or local district, the county, the state of 
Utah, the United States federal government, or any other governmental entity or agency) for the 
use of the general public for public purposes. 

PUBLIC STREET: A street that is designated for public travel or is in public ownership. 



RECEPTION CENTER: A facility which leases the premises for hosting weddings and other 
private events. The term "reception center" shall not include uses whose primary function is a 
restaurant or club. 

RECOMMENDED IRRIGATION SCHEDULE: Irrigation schedule prepared by an irrigation 
auditor, based on actual sprinkler precipitation rate measurements and flow calculations, if 
necessary, to be used as a guide that may be adjusted as needed for landscape health and 
water conservation purposes. 

RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT, INDOOR: An establishment offering recreation, 
entertainment or games of skill to the general public or members that is wholly enclosed in a 
building. Typical uses include bowling alleys, indoor theaters, bingo parlors, pool halls, billiard 
parlors, video game arcades, racquetball and handball courts, and amusement rides. 

RECREATION AND ENTERTAINMENT, OUTDOOR: An establishment offering recreation, 
entertainment or games of skill to the general public or members wherein any portion of the 
activity takes place in the open. Typical uses include archery ranges, batting cages, golf driving 
ranges, drive-in theaters, miniature golf courses, tennis courts, and amusement rides. 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE: A vehicle which is: 

   A.   Built on a single chassis; 

   B.   Four hundred (400) square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal 
projections; 

   C.   Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and 

   D.   Designed primarily not for use as a permanent dwelling but as temporary living quarters 
for recreational, camping, travel, or seasonal use. 

RECYCLING COLLECTION STATION: Outdoor freestanding containers which are designed to 
receive and store presorted recyclable materials not intended for disposal and which are 
available to the general public. 

REFERENCE EVAPOTRANSPIRATION RATE OR ET0: A standard measurement of 
environmental parameters which affect the water use of plants. ET0 is expressed in inches per 
day, month or year, and is an estimate of the evapotranspiration of a large field of four (4) to 
seven inch (7") tall, cool season grass that is well watered. The average annual ET0 for the Salt 
Lake Valley area is 31.18 inches. 

REGULATORY FLOOD DISCHARGE: The discharge selected from the delineation of the 
floodplain, floodway and floodproofing requirements and floodplain regulations. 

RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEM: A system which produces energy for on or off site 
consumption by a means other than carbon based power production. Renewable energy 
systems include wind, solar and geothermal energy production. 

REPAIR SERVICE, GENERAL: An establishment providing repair services not included in the 
definition of "vehicle and equipment repair, general", or in the definition of "repair services, 
limited", as defined in this section. 

REPAIR SERVICES, LIMITED: An establishment primarily engaged in the provision of repair 
services to individuals and households rather than firms, but excluding automotive and 
equipment services uses. Typical uses include appliance repair shops, furniture repair and 
upholstery shops, watch or jewelry repair shops, and musical instrument repair shops. 



RESEARCH SERVICE: An establishment engaged in research of an industrial, medical or 
scientific nature. 

RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY STRUCTURE/BUILDING: A detached building or structure clearly 
incidental to and located upon the same lot occupied by a primary building and subordinate in 
height, area and use to the primary building. "Residential accessory structures and buildings" 
may include garages, carports, patio covers, lawn mower/garden sheds, hobby rooms, satellite 
dishes, swimming pools, tennis courts, barbecue pits, flagpoles, and structural objects. 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT: Any development approved by the city for residential use. 

RESIDENTIAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT HOME, LARGE: "Large residential 
substance abuse treatment home" means a residential facility for six (6) or more unrelated 
persons, exclusive of bona fide caregiver(s), and licensed by the state of Utah, that provides 
twenty four (24) hour staff supervision and may include a peer support structure to help 
applicants acquire and strengthen the social and behavioral skills necessary to live 
independently in the community. A large residential substance abuse treatment home provides 
supervision, counseling and therapy through a temporary living arrangement and provides 
specialized treatment, habilitation or rehabilitation services for persons with alcohol, narcotic 
drug or chemical dependencies. Substance abuse facilities may not be located within five 
hundred feet (500') of a school or church, measured door to door in a direct line of travel. See 
the special additional provisions in section 13-8-20 of this title. 

RESIDENTIAL SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT HOME, SMALL: "Small residential 
substance abuse treatment home" means a residential facility for up to five (5) unrelated 
persons, exclusive of bona fide caregiver(s), and licensed by the state of Utah, that provides 
twenty four (24) hour staff supervision and may include a peer support structure to help 
applicants acquire and strengthen the social and behavioral skills necessary to live 
independently in the community. A small residential substance abuse treatment home provides 
supervision, counseling and therapy through a temporary living arrangement and provides 
specialized treatment, habilitation or rehabilitation services for persons with alcohol, narcotic 
drug or chemical dependencies. Substance abuse facilities may not be located within five 
hundred feet (500') of a school or church, measured door to door in a direct line of travel. See 
the special additional provisions in section 13-8-20 of this title. 

RESPONSIBLE PERSON: A person who is responsible for causing or maintaining a violation of 
this title, or allowing such a violation to continue. The property owner, person with a legal 
interest in the real property, or person in possession of the real property shall be considered a 
"responsible person" in all cases. 

RESTAURANT, FAST FOOD (GENERAL): An establishment with greater than two thousand 
two hundred (2,200) gross square feet of area engaged primarily in the "made to order" 
preparation of food for self-serve, walk up counter, or drive-through service. Consumption may 
be either on or off premises. 

RESTAURANT, FAST FOOD (LIMITED): An establishment with two thousand two hundred 
(2,200) gross square feet or less of area engaged primarily in the "made to order" preparation of 
food for self-serve, walk up counter, or drive-through service. Consumption may be either on or 
off premises. 

RESTAURANT, GENERAL: An establishment engaged primarily in the preparation of food and 
beverages for consumption on the premises, which derives not less than fifty percent (50%) of 
its gross receipts from the sale of food for consumption on the premises and where the design 
or principal method of operation consists of one or more of the following: 
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   A.   A sit down restaurant where customers, normally provided with an individual menu, are 
generally served food and beverages in nondisposable containers by a restaurant employee at 
the same table or counter at which such items are consumed; or 

   B.   A cafeteria or cafeteria type operation where foods and beverages generally are served in 
nondisposable containers and consumed within the restaurant; or 

   C.   A restaurant which may have some characteristics of a fast food restaurant, other than 
service to a customer in a motor vehicle, having floor area exclusively within a shopping center, 
sharing common parking facilities with other businesses within the center and having access to 
a common interior pedestrian accessway; or 

   D.   A catering or delivery operation where food is prepared and delivered to customers off 
site. 

RETAIL: A business establishment devoted to the sale of goods or merchandise to the general 
public for personal or household consumption, or to small scale personal services incidental to 
the sale of such goods or merchandise. 

RETAIL, GENERAL: An establishment providing general retail sales or rental of goods, but 
excluding those uses specifically classified in another use category in this title. Typical uses 
include apparel stores, antique shops, art and hobby supply stores, bicycle shops, bookstores, 
clothing rental stores, department stores, discount stores, drugstores, electronic appliance 
stores, florists, food stores, furniture and appliance stores, gift and novelty shops, glass and 
mirror shops, hardware stores, jewelry stores, medical supply stores, music stores, optical retail 
sales, paint stores, pet stores, photocopying and blueprinting shops, photography supply stores, 
record, tape and video stores, sporting goods stores, toy stores, and variety stores. 

RETAIL WAREHOUSE OUTLET: An establishment that is primarily engaged in the sale, resale 
or auction of retail goods and merchandise to the public in a manner that is incidental and 
accessory to the principal use of the business. Typical uses include indoor auctions or small 
scale liquidation sales of merchandise. The maximum area within the warehouse that can be 
utilized is ten percent (10%) of the gross floor area of the warehouse for general retail sales, 
and twenty percent (20%) for auctions and small scale liquidation sales. Required parking for 
the use shall be calculated in accordance with "retail, general use" per subsection 13-12-3B of 
this title. 

RIDING ACADEMY OR RIDING STABLE: A commercial establishment for boarding, breeding, 
training or raising of horses not owned by the owners or operators of the establishment, rental of 
horses for riding, or other equestrian activities. 

ROADBASE: aggregate used under the paved portion of a road or parking lot.     

ROADWAY FACILITIES: Streets or roads that have been designated on an officially adopted 
subdivision plat, roadway plan or general plan, together with all necessary appurtenances. 
"Roadway facilities" include associated improvements to roadways only when the associated 
improvements are necessitated by new development and are not funded by the state or federal 
government. 

ROOF MOUNTED ANTENNA: An antenna or series of individual antennas mounted on a flat 
roof, mechanical room, or penthouse of a building. 

ROTOR SPRINKLER HEAD: An irrigation head that rotates (gear driven or impact head). 

RUNOFF: Irrigation water that is not absorbed by the soil which flows onto other areas. 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14157#JD_13-12-3
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14157#JD_13-12-3


RUNWAY: A defined area on an airport used for landing and takeoff of aircraft along its length. 

SCALLOP: A carved or molded ornament in the form of a series of curves resembling shells or 
segments of a circle. 

SCHOOL, CHARTER: A school that meets the requirements of the Utah charter schools act, 
Utah Code Annotated title 53A, chapter 1a, part 5. 

SCHOOL, K THROUGH 12: The use of a site or premises for private or public instruction of 
students from kindergarten through the twelfth grade, based on curriculum approved under the 
regulations of the state. 

SCHOOL, VOCATIONAL: An establishment, for profit or not, offering regularly scheduled 
instruction in technical, commercial or trade skills, such as, but not limited to, business, real 
estate, building and construction trades, electronics, computer programming and technology, 
automotive and aircraft mechanics and technology and similar types of instruction. 

SECONDHAND STORE: A retail establishment, which engages in the purchase and resale of 
used goods, or the sale of used goods via consignment, such as clothing, furniture, appliances, 
books and other household items. Typical uses may include consignment shops and thrift 
stores. 

SELF-SERVICE STORAGE WAREHOUSE: A building or group of buildings containing 
separate, individual and private storage spaces of varying sizes available for lease or rent for 
varying periods of time. 

SENSITIVE HILLSIDE: Sloping terrain having average natural consistent topography of ten 
percent (10%) or greater. 

SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT: A building, property or use which provides personal services 
directly to a consumer. Such services shall include, but not be limited to, barbershops, salons, 
laundry and dry cleaning establishments, tailoring shops, shoe repair and computer repair 
shops. A "service establishment" does not include major or minor auto repair, small engine 
repair, or any other use affiliated with automobile or engine service activity. 

SETBACK: The required distance on a lot between a building and a property line, or designated 
right of way line. For lots without a principal structure present, the setbacks shall be the 
minimum required by district regulations. (See Lot and Yard definitions.) 

SHADOW FLICKER: The shadows cast on the ground and surrounding structures by rotating 
wind turbine blades. 

SHRUBS: Plants that are generally long lived woody plants that may be either evergreen or 
deciduous. They differ from ground covers in that they are generally over twelve inches (12") tall 
and do not generally form a uniform mat. 

SIDELIGHT: A usually long fixed sash located beside a door or window; often found in pairs. 

SIGNS: See definitions applicable to signs in title 12 of this code. 

SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING: A building constructed entirely on site, which is designed for only 
one family or household. 

SITE PLAN: A schematic, scaled drawing of a building lot or location which indicates the 
placement and location of yards, property lines, adjacent parcels, utilities, topography, 
waterways, irrigation, drainage, landscaping, parking areas, driveways, buildings, trash 



containers, outside storage, streets, sidewalks, curbs, gutters, signs, lighting, fences, and other 
features of existing or proposed construction or land use. 

SLOPE: A portion of ground forming a natural or artificial incline, including a retaining wall. 

SLOPE, STEEP: Slopes of thirty percent (30%) gradient or steeper, which, for the purpose of 
this code, is to be considered as undevelopable area. 

SMALL EQUIPMENT RENTAL: The rental of equipment, excluding heavy construction vehicles 
and equipment, and may also include facilities for maintenance of equipment. Rental equipment 
may include, but is not necessarily limited to, medical equipment, party supplies, appliances, 
lawn and garden equipment, hand tools, power tools, moving trailers, and other similar 
products. 

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM, BUILDING MOUNTED: An accessory structure that is roof 
mounted or wall mounted, with the primary purpose of providing for the collection, inversion, 
storage, and distribution of solar energy for electricity generation, space heating, space cooling, 
or water heating of buildings and/or uses located on the same property. 

SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM, GROUND MOUNTED: An accessory structure that is ground 
mounted panels, with the primary purpose of providing for the collection, inversion, storage, and 
distribution of solar energy for electricity generation, space heating, space cooling, or water 
heating of buildings and/or uses located on the same property. 

SPECIAL RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES: An adult daycare, group home (large), residential 
substance abuse treatment home, and/or transitional home. It is a special purpose definition 
used to apply general requirements to each of its constituent facilities. 

SPRAY SPRINKLER: An irrigation head that sprays water through a nozzle. 

SPLIT LEVEL DWELLING: A dwelling built with levels of the home offset so that one level does 
not cover the entire foundation or basement. 

STACKING: A space designated as a queuing area for motor vehicles waiting for entry into any 
drive-in facility, service bay or auto oriented use. 

START OF CONSTRUCTION: Substantial improvement and the date the building permit was 
issued, provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, 
placement, or other improvement was within one hundred eighty (180) days of the permit date. 
The actual start means either the first placement of permanent construction of a structure on a 
site, such as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction of columns, 
or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home on a 
foundation. Permanent construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, grading 
and filling; nor does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include 
excavation for basement, footings, piers or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; nor 
does it include the installation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds 
not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure. For a substantial improvement, 
the actual start of construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other 
structural part of a building, whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the 
building. 

STATE: The state of Utah. 

STEALTH POLE: A monopole, along with its accompanying antennas and equipment, that is 
completely disguised as another object or structure with the purpose of being visually 



inconspicuous to the surrounding built and/or natural environment. Typical applications include, 
but are not limited to, flagpoles, light poles, field lights, water towers, trees, rocks, chimneys, 
clock towers, steeples, bell towers, dormers and other architectural components. 

STORY: The space in a building between the surface of any floor and the surface of the next 
floor or roofline above; provided, however, that where the floor level of the first story is at least 
five feet (5') below the adjoining finished grade, the space shall be considered a basement and 
not counted as a story. A story shall be equal to twelve feet (12') for the purpose of measuring 
structures other than buildings. 

STREAM SPRINKLER: An irrigation head that projects water through a gear rotor in single or 
multiple streams. 

STREET: A public right of way, including highways, avenues, boulevards, parkways, roads, 
lanes, walks, alleys, viaducts, subways, tunnels, bridges, public easements and other ways. 

STRUCTURE: Any building, shelter, sign, wall, fence, pole or other improvement constructed or 
installed and permanently attached to the ground. 

SUBDIVISION: A "subdivision", as defined in Utah Code Annotated section 10-9a-103(51), as 
amended periodically. 

SUBSOIL:  the layer of soil under the topsoil on the surface of the ground. Composed of a 
variable mixture of small particles such as sand, rock, silt and clay, but without organic matter 
and humus. 

SUBSTANTIAL DAMAGE: Damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of 
restoring the structure to its before damaged condition would equal or exceed fifty percent 
(50%) of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred. 

SUBSTANTIAL IMPROVEMENT: Any repair, reconstruction or improvement of a structure, the 
cost of which equals or exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the market value of the structure either 
before the improvement or repair is started, or if the structure has been damaged and is being 
restored, before the damage occurred. "Substantial improvement" is considered to occur when 
the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor or other structural part of the building commences, 
whether or not that alteration affects the external dimensions of the structure. This definition 
does not include either any project for improvement of a structure to comply with existing state 
or local health, sanitary or safety code specifications that are solely necessary to assure safe 
living conditions, or any alteration of a structure listed on the national register of historic places 
or a state inventory of historic places. 

SUNBURST: An ornamental motif resembling the rays of the sun found most often on the 
facades of late Victorian buildings. 

TATTOO AND BODY ENGRAVING SERVICE: A personal service establishment furnishing 
tattoos and body piercing on the premises. This definition excludes permanent cosmetics when 
done in association with a permitted personal care service, such as a beauty shop or nail salon. 

TEMPORARY DEVELOPMENT/CONSTRUCTION OFFICE: A temporary structure, such as a 
modular unit or trailer used as a temporary office facility. Purposes for temporary offices are 
restricted to the following uses: construction supervision offices on a construction site and 
temporary on site real estate offices for a development project. 

TOPSOIL: the material on the surface of the ground in which plants grow. 



TOPSOIL ANALYSIS: A report by a soils laboratory indicating soluble salts (dS/m or mmho/cm), 
pH, sand (%), silt (%), clay (%), texture class (sandy clay, clay loam, silty sand, etc.), organic 
matter (%), percent of coarse fragments (>2 mm diameter), and sodium adsorption ratio (SAR) 
for a given site. The soils report also includes recommendations for soil amendments. 

TOPSOIL OPERATIONS: A business that screens excess dirt from development sites to be 
sold to the public or to be used on the site. 

TOWER: A structure whose height is usually much greater than its width; may either stand 
alone or surmount a building. 

TOWNHOME: A building containing a row of two (2) or more attached dwelling units, with each 
unit being separated from the adjoining units with vertical side walls that shall extend from the 
foundation to the roofline of the units which it serves and shall have no openings therein. Each 
unit shall have open space on at least two (2) external walls. The land directly under the 
footprint of each townhome shall be owned fee simple, with any remaining land not so owned 
being maintained by a homeowners' association. 

TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT (TOD): A mixed use community within an average one- 
fourth (1/4) mile walking distance of a transit station and core commercial area. TODs mix 
residential, retail, office, and public uses in a pedestrian friendly and walkable environment, 
making it convenient for residents and employees to travel by transit, bicycle, foot or 
automobile. 

TRANSIT STATION: Any structure or transit facility that is primarily used in conjunction with a 
local or regional transit system, for the purpose of loading, unloading or transferring passengers 
to other modes of transportation or to a different destination. 

TRANSITIONAL HOME, LARGE: "Large transitional home" means a residential facility for six 
(6) or more unrelated persons, exclusive of bona fide caregiver(s), and licensed by the state of 
Utah, that provides twenty four (24) hour supervision and a peer support structure to help 
victims of abuse or crime acquire safety and strengthen the social and behavioral skills 
necessary to live independently in the community. Such programs provide supervision, 
counseling and therapy through a temporary living arrangement and provide specialized 
treatment, habilitation or rehabilitation services for persons with emotional, psychological, 
developmental, behavioral dysfunctions or impairments. A large transitional home can also 
arrange for or provide the necessities of life and protective services to individuals or families 
who are experiencing a temporary dislocation or emergency which prevents them from 
providing these services for themselves or for their families. Treatment is not a necessary 
component of residential support services, however, care shall be made available on request. A 
large transitional home shall not include any persons referred by the Utah state department of 
corrections. See the special additional provisions in section 13-8-20 of this title. 

TRANSITIONAL HOME, SMALL: "Small transitional home" means a residential facility for up to 
five (5) unrelated persons, exclusive of bona fide caregiver(s), and licensed by the state of Utah, 
that provides twenty four (24) hour supervision and a peer support structure to help victims of 
abuse or crime acquire safety and strengthen the social and behavioral skills necessary to live 
independently in the community. Such programs provide supervision, counseling and therapy 
through a temporary living arrangement and provide specialized treatment, habilitation or 
rehabilitation services for persons with emotional, psychological, developmental, behavioral 
dysfunctions or impairments. A small transitional home can also arrange for or provide the 
necessities of life and protective services to individuals or families who are experiencing a 
temporary dislocation or emergency which prevents them from providing these services for 
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themselves or for their families. Treatment is not a necessary component of residential support 
services, however, care shall be made available on request. A small transitional home shall not 
include any persons referred by the Utah state department of corrections. See the special 
additional provisions in section 13-8-20 of this title. 

TRANSOM WINDOW: A small window or series of panes above a door, casement or window. 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICE: An establishment which moves people or goods and services. 
Typical uses include taxicab service, passenger autos for rent with drivers, ambulance service, 
and parcel delivery service. 

TRAVEL TRAILER: A vehicle, other than a motor vehicle, which is designed or used for 
temporary human habitation and for travel or recreational purposes, and which may be moved 
upon a public highway without a special permit or chauffeur's license without violating vehicle or 
traffic codes. 

TREE: Any object of natural growth of height greater than eight feet (8'). 

TURF: A surface layer of earth containing mowed grass with its roots. 

TWIN HOME: A building which is designed for occupancy by two (2) families or households 
living independently of each other, which share a common wall on separate lots. 

TWO-FAMILY DWELLING: A building constructed entirely on site, which is designed for 
occupancy by two (2) families or households living independently of each other and containing 
two (2) dwelling units. 

UNDEVELOPABLE AREA: An area of land that cannot be considered for development 
purposes due to its topography or natural conditions of the soil. For the purpose of this code, all 
natural slopes with a thirty percent (30%) or more gradient are to be considered as 
undevelopable areas. 

UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS: Elements of design that are regulated by this title, which can be 
modified for businesses or properties within a zone. 

UNIT OF MEASURE: That basic gauging unit which can be quantified for measuring the impact 
of development on the capital facilities in question, and which can provide a fair and equitable 
method of assessing the demands for expanded capital facilities. Units of measure can relate to 
the amounts of property, improvements to property, or the inflow/outflow of people, products or 
waste, depending on the particular type of capital facility; and may include, but shall not be 
limited to, the following measuring devices: 

   A.   Acres of property. 

   B.   Square feet of hard surface (outdoor). 

   C.   Gallons per day. 

   D.   Trips generated. 

   E.   Square feet of floor area (indoor). 

   F.   Number of equivalent dwelling units (EDUs). 

USE: The purpose for which a lot or structure is designed, arranged or intended, or for which it 
is occupied or maintained. 
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UTILITY, MAJOR: A facility, other than collection or distribution lines or supporting structures 
thereto, of any agency which, under public franchise or ownership, provides the general public 
with electricity, gas, heat, steam, communication, rail transportation, water, sewerage, or other 
similar service. The term "utility" shall not be construed to include corporate or general offices, 
storage or service buildings/yards, gas or oil processing facilities/yards, manufacturing facilities, 
postal facilities, or high power broadcast radio antenna. Typical uses include cellular, television 
and microwave communication towers, electric generation plants or substations, railroad switch 
yards, reservoirs, sanitary landfills and water/wastewater treatment plants. 

UTILITY, MINOR: Services and facilities of agencies that are under public franchise or 
ownership to provide services that are essential to support development and that involve only 
minor structures, such as utility poles and lines, and structures not exceeding one hundred fifty 
(150) cubic feet in size and six feet (6') in height, which do not generate a discernable amount of 
noise, odor or vibration within any nearby residential district, and which comply with the setback 
requirements of the district in which they are located. 

VACATING A SUBDIVISION PLAT: The termination of any interest in a recorded subdivision 
plat, in whole or part. 

VARIANCE: A modification, granted by the board of adjustment, of a zone's requirement for 
height, bulk, area, width, setback, separation, or other numerical or quantitative requirement for 
a building or structure or other site improvements which are set forth in this title. For purposes of 
floodplain management a variance is a grant of relief to a person from a floodplain management 
requirement when specific enforcement would result in unnecessary hardship. A variance, 
therefore, permits construction or development in a manner otherwise prohibited by the city's 
floodplain management rules (see chapter 6, article E of this title). (For full requirements see 
section 60.6 of the national flood insurance program regulations.) 

VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT REPAIR, GENERAL: An establishment primarily engaged in the 
major repair or painting of motor vehicles or heavy equipment, including automobile body 
repairs, installation of major accessories and transmission and engine rebuilding services. 
Typical uses include major automobile repair garages, farm equipment repair, and paint and 
body shops. 

VEHICLE AND EQUIPMENT REPAIR, LIMITED: An establishment providing motor vehicle 
repair or maintenance services within completely enclosed buildings, but not including paint and 
body shops or other general vehicle repair services. Typical uses include businesses engaged 
in the following activities: electronic tune ups, brake repairs (including drum turning), air 
conditioning repairs, transmission and engine repairs, generator and starter repairs, tire repairs, 
front end alignments, battery recharging, lubrication, and sales, repair and installation of minor 
parts and accessories such as tires, batteries, windshield wipers, hoses, windows, etc. 

VETERINARY SERVICE: An establishment providing medical care and treatment for animals, 
which may include accessory grooming or boarding services. 

VIOLATION: The failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the city's 
floodplain management requirements in this title. A structure or other development without the 
elevation certificate, other certifications, or other evidence of required compliance is presumed 
to be in violation until such time as that documentation is provided. 

WALL PLANE PROJECTION: A permanently attached architectural feature that extends from 
the predominant horizontal plane of a building. Wall plane projections may include, but are not 
necessarily limited to, columns, porticoes, pilaster, colonnades, porte-cocheres, or other 
architectural elements. 



WALL PLANE RECESS: A nook, alcove, indentation, offset, niche, or other architectural feature 
that is inset into the predominant horizontal plane of a building. 

WAREHOUSE: A use or facility engaged in the storage, distribution, and/or manufacturing of 
products, supplies, and equipment. 

WASH: A natural dry creek bed or gulch that temporarily fills with stormwater after heavy rains. 

WATER AUDIT: An on site survey and measurement of irrigation equipment and management 
efficiency, including sprinkler precipitation rate (PR), distribution uniformity (DU), suggested 
irrigation schedule, and recommendations to improve efficiency. 

WATER CONSERVING PLANT: A plant that can generally survive with available rainfall once 
established, although supplemental irrigation may be needed or desirable during spring and 
summer months, as listed in the most recent version of the document "Water Wise Plants For 
Salt Lake City". 

WATER SURFACE ELEVATION: The height, in relation to the North American vertical datum 
(NAVD), of floods of various magnitudes and frequencies in the floodplains of coastal or riverine 
areas. 

WHOLESALE AND WAREHOUSING, GENERAL: An establishment that is primarily engaged in 
the storage and sale of goods to other firms for resale, as well as activities involving significant 
movement and storage of products or equipment. Uses include major mail distribution centers, 
frozen food lockers, moving and storage firms, and warehousing and storage facilities. 

WHOLESALE AND WAREHOUSING, LIMITED: An establishment that is engaged in the small 
scale storage and sale of goods to other businesses for resale, excluding self-storage 
warehouses, major distribution centers, motor freight terminals, moving and storage firms and 
similar high volume, high turnover facilities. Limited wholesale and warehouse area will 
generally be less than fifty thousand (50,000) square feet in area and operate during 
conventional business hours. 

WIND ENERGY SYSTEM, MICROMODEL: A microscale wind energy conversion system 
consisting of a wind turbine, tower, and associated control or conversion electronics with a 
turbine diameter no greater than four feet (4') and is intended to generate electricity primarily for 
buildings and/or uses on the same property including primary structures, light poles or 
accessory structures. Micromodel wind energy systems are considered accessory to permitted 
structures. 

WIND ENERGY SYSTEM, ROOFTOP MOUNTED: A wind energy conversion system 
consisting of a wind turbine, a tower, and associated control or conversion electronics which is 
mounted on and totally supported by the roof system of a primary structure and is intended to 
generate electricity primarily for buildings and/or uses on the same property, thereby reducing 
on site consumption of utility power. 

WIND ENERGY SYSTEM, SMALL: An accessory structure defined as a wind energy 
conversion system consisting of a wind turbine, a tower, and associated control or conversion 
electronics that has a rated nameplate capacity of not more than one hundred kilowatts (100 
kW) and that is intended to generate electricity primarily for buildings and/or uses on the same 
property, thereby reducing on site consumption of utility power. 

YARD: A required open space on a lot which is unoccupied and unobstructed by any structure 
or portion thereof, except for approved accessory structures otherwise allowed by this code, 
from the preexisting ground level upward toward the sky, except as otherwise provided in this 



title, between the building setback line and the most parallel property line. For more information 
on lot types, see definition of Lot. 



 



YARD AREAS ON FLAG LOTS: On flag lots, yard areas shall not include the access drive from 
the street to the bulk of the lot and the front yard shall be that portion of property to which the 
primary access to the principal structure on the property faces. 

YARD AREAS ON IRREGULAR SHAPED LOTS: Irregular shaped lots include triangle, gore or 
pie shaped lots. The Zoning Administrator shall determine the yard areas for irregular shaped 
lots. 

YARD AREAS ON THROUGH LOTS: The frontage onto a street that contains the primary 
access to the principal structure on the property shall be considered the front yard and the area 
behind the primary access to the principal structure shall be the rear yard. If vacant, the yard 
that is on the same side of the property that the majority of other principal structures on the 
same block front onto shall be considered the front yard. 

YARD AREAS ON UNDEVELOPED PROPERTIES: For lots without a principal structure, 
required yard areas shall be the minimum setbacks required by district regulations. 

YARD, CORNER LOT SIDE: On corner lots, the side yard that abuts a street shall be termed a 
corner side yard and extends between the closest point of the structure to the rear property line 
and between the corner side lot line and the closest point of the structure on the property. 

YARD, FRONT: The required yard extending between the side lot lines across the front of a lot 
adjoining a public or approved private street. The depth of required front yard shall be measured 
at right angles to the front property line. The required front yard line shall be parallel to the front 
property line. 

YARD MEASUREMENT: When measuring a yard for the purpose of determining the width of a 
side yard, the depth of a front yard or the depth of a rear yard, the least horizontal distance 
between the lot line and the building shall be used. For new construction where lots abut a 
street that is designated a major street in the General Plan, all yards abutting such street shall 
be measured from a line which is half the proposed right-of-way width from the centerline or 
from the lot line, whichever provides the greater setback. 

YARD, REAR: The required yard extending across the rear of the lot between side lot lines. The 
rear yard depth shall be measured from the rear property line to the nearest point of the 
principal structure on the property. 

YARD, SIDE: The yard extending between the frontmost part of the structure to the rearmost 
point of the structure. The depth of a side yard shall be measured from the side property line to 
the closest point of the principal structure on the property. 

ZONE: An area of the incorporated territory of the City which has been given a designation 
which provides for the regulation and restriction of the erection, construction, reconstruction, 
alteration, repair or use of buildings or structures, or the use of land as set forth and specified in 
this title. 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR: A City employee responsible with interpreting and enforcing this 
title, granting zoning permits, and supervising the Planning Division zoning staff. (2001 Code § 
89-1-203; amd. 2009 Code; Ord. 09-09, 3-10-2009; Ord. 09-12, 4-14-2009; Ord. 10-07, 2-2-
2010; Ord. 10-09, 2-24-2010; Ord. 10-20, 7-28-2010; Ord. 11-03, 2-9-2011; Ord. 11-34, 11-9-
2011; Ord. 11-35, 11-22-2011; Ord. 12-01, 2-22-2012; Ord. 12-14, 6-13-2012; Ord. 13-17, 4-24-
2013; Ord. 13-33, 11-13-2013; Ord. 14-09, 5-14-2014; Ord. 14-31, 10-22-2014; Ord. 14-32, 10-
22-2014; Ord. 16-06, 1-13-2016; Ord. 16-13, 3-9-2016; Ord. 16-31, 7-13-2016; Ord. 17-17, 3-



22-2017; Ord. 17-34, 6-28-2017; Ord. 18-26, 7-11-2018; Ord. 19-17, 5-1-2019; Ord. 19-50, 12-
11-2019, Effective at 12 noon on January 6, 2020; Ord. 20-17, 7-8-2020) 
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