
Council Meeting of January 22, 2020 

Agenda Item No. _ 9A __ 

REQUEST FOR COUNCIL ACTION 

SUBJECT: Business Item - Appointment of the Memher of the City Council to Serve 
on the Utah League of Cities and Towns Legislative Policy Committee 
(LPC) 

SUMMARY: Each member city of the Utah League of Cities and Towns is allowed to 
have three representatives on the Legislative Policy Committee. 
Administration is looking for a representative from the City Council who 
would like to serve on this committee. 

FISCAL AND/OR 
ASSET IMPACT: NIA 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Council action to appoint a member of the City Council to represent West 
Jordan 

~ 
Rob Wall ~ 

for Council Consideration: 

S?>~--
ee 

City Attorney dministrative Officer 



BACKGROUND DISCUSSION: 

The Utah League of Cities and Towns ("League") believes that a government closest 
to the people governs best. That is why the values of local authority and community 
autonomy drive nearly all policy positions of the League. Local governments are less 
insulated from their voters, making them more democratic and respondent to the will of 
their citizens. They understand the needs of their respective communities better than anyone 
and can directly provide for them. The primary goal of the League is to protect community 
autonomy and preserve the ability to self-govern. 

The League's specific policy positions are fonnalized by resolutions recommended by 
the League's Legislative Policy Committee ("LPC") and approved by League membership. 
The LPC is comprised of three voting representatives from each member city and town of 
the League. The LPC meets monthly throughout the year, with meetings increasing to 
weekly during each annual State legislative session. 

LPC members are an important link in the League's legislative process. Members 
must be willing to contact other members, municipal officials, state and local agency 
representatives and, most important State legislators. The LPC exists in large prut to foster 
good working relationships with State legislators by keeping them informed of municipal 
issues. For this reason, those seeking appointment to the LPC must be willing to attend 
meetings and communicate infonnation to their State legislators on a regular basis. It is 
important that such communication with legislators occur not only during a given legislative 
session but also during the months intervening. Communication with legislators can be 
accomplished through a variety of means, including also electronic devices, personal 
meetings, and invitations for legislators to meet with an LPC members' city council. 

While LPC members cannot and are not expected to know everything about every 
legislative and League issue, it is crucial that LPC members do their homework on 
discussion issues. Infonnation is frequently distributed with LPC meeting agendas and often 
at other times during a legislative session. LPC members are expected to study the 
infonnation prior to an LPC meeting. This helps a member make infonned decisions. In 
addition, members should, when necessary, collect data on issues from their individual 
cities and discuss that infonnation with the LPC. 

Participation and attendance in all LPC meetings are crucial to the success of the LPC. 
Committee members must be ready, willing, and able to attend the weekly meetings during 
the Legislative Session (a 1 'l'2 hour weekday meeting, on Monday, scheduled around lunch 
at the State capitol) and the monthly meetings during the Interim (also scheduled around a 
lunch at various locations in the Salt Lake Valley). Because proxies cannot vote for 
members, those who do not attend scheduled meetings do not have an opportunity to vote 
on issues. LPC members are also strongly encouraged to attend the League's semi-annual 
conferences (April in St. George and September in Salt Lake City, of each year) 

Not all issues discussed by the LPC will have an impact on every municipality; 
however, it is important to be supportive of those municipalities with a vested interest in a 
given issue and assist in dealing with such. Much of the League's success in dealing with 
the myriad of municipal issues can be attributed to the wi llingness of LPC members to work 
together. 



At times, it is easier to sit back, enjoy lunch, listen to the discussion (or nap) and then 
head back to the office after an LPC meeting. However, the League needs committee 
members to join in discussion, especially when the issue affects the community of an LPC 
member. 


